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Industrial action by the National Education Union

It appears very likely that the National Education Union (NEU) will be holding the third and fourth days of
industrial action (strikes), on the 15th March and the 16th March 2023.

This action is not against the school. Those going on strike have no grievance with school leaders or
governors. This strike is a national action against the government and sits within a wider picture of
industrial action across many parts of the public sector.

The school and its leaders take the education of our students very seriously and always work hard to
provide continuity and quality of learning for those in our care. That said, we equally recognise the
concerns of those choosing to strike. We have, in all our decisions, to balance the legal rights of those who
wish to strike with the safety, wellbeing and education of young people.

We have established (as best we can, as those striking are under no obligation to inform us) that between
40% and 55% of our teaching workforce may not be at work on the next two strike days. This makes it
impossible to operate the school, safely, in the normal way.

The school is, therefore, taking the following steps, unless things change with announcements from the
NEU, for the 15th and 16th.

● Year 11 will be on site completing Walking Talking Mocks (WTM), a hugely useful and specialist type
of examination preparation session in which a subject matter expert ‘walks them’ through textbook
answers and approaches to real examination questions, in a simulated examination environment.

○ There is no need to prepare specifically or ‘revise’ for these WTMs.

○ All Year 11 should come to school at 0830 on Wednesday 15th March, in normal uniform:

■ 0845 to 1045 - Mathematics for all

● Go to the canteen if you are on Foundation

● Go to the hall if you are on Higher
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■ 1045 to 1115 - Break in the canteen

■ 1115 to 1215 - Science (Chemistry) for all

● Go to W2 if you are on Triple

● Go to the hall if you are on Higher

● Go to PA2 if you are on Foundation

● All students should bring their existing Science Revision Packs with them

■ 1215 to 1300 - Lunch in the canteen

■ 1300 to 1400 - Science (Biology) for all

● Go to W2 if you are on Triple

● Go to the hall if you are on Higher

● Go to PA2 if you are on Foundation

● Go to W1 if you are on two Separate Sciences

● All students should bring their existing Science Revision Packs with them

■ 1400 to 1430 - Break in the canteen

■ 1430 to 1530 - Business for those who take this option

● Go to the hall if you take Business

● Those who do not take Business can go home, or work independently in the
canteen until 1530

○ All Year 11 should come to school at 0830 on Thursday 16th March in normal uniform:

■ 0845 to 1045 - English for all

● Go to the hall, where you will be split between the hall and canteen

■ 1045 to 1115 - Break in the canteen

■ 1115 to 1215 - Science (Physics) for all

● Go to W2 if you are on Triple

● Go to the hall if you are on Higher

● Go to PA2 if you are on Foundation

● All students should bring their existing Science Revision Packs with them

■ 1215 to 1300 - Lunch in the canteen

■ 1300 to 1500 - History for those who take this option

● Go to the Hall if you take History

● Those who do not take History can go home, or work independently in the
canteen until 1530

● The school site will be closed to all other students, for safety and safeguarding reasons.

○ For Years 7, 8, 9, 10, 12 and 13 we will provide packages of work, one for each class of a
non-striking teacher, which can easily be done at home without specialist materials or



equipment, and will be set on Google Classroom, and which should take 55 minutes to
complete.

○ The school will open a special on-site provision for those who are identified, against
government criteria, as especially vulnerable, or on an Education Health Care Plan. These
families have already been contacted individually. These children will be supervised in the
library by colleagues who have volunteered to do so. They do not need to wear their school
uniform on this day.

■ If this relates to you, your child will have already been invited to the Library School
during the last strike. This invitation remains in place for each of the future strikes.

○ To ensure that those who are entitled to Free School Meals (FSM) can have a hot meal, they
are invited to attend school from 1215 until 1300 to have a main meal using their FSM
entitlement, in the canteen. These students do not need to wear their uniform. This is only
for those who currently have a FSM entitlement, and only for lunch.

○ The Geography Field Trip, 13th to 17th March 2023 will run as planned, all the staff on this
trip having voluntarily given up their right to strike, since this trip is a mandatory part of the A
Level course and cannot realistically be postponed.

○ Diphtheria and Meningitis vaccinations for Year 9, planned for the 15th March, have been
postponed. A new date will follow shortly.

○ The Year 10 Parents’ Evening on the 15th March, will be postponed until 27th April 2023.

Striking colleagues do not have to tell us their intentions, so with the best will in the world, and despite our
planning, we cannot guarantee that the plans we have made can be fully realised on the day.

We are sorry that you will have to make alternative arrangements for your child(ren) at short notice or that
they will experience disruption to their education. We understand that this situation may be frustrating, and
ask that all members of our school community continue to treat each other with respect.

We remain committed to providing a safe and secure environment for our pupils and delivering high-quality
teaching.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Debate Club

This round of the House Debating Competition we debated “This
house believes that schools should do away with homework” and
it was for 5th,6th and 7th place between Gaddesden, Flauden
and Ashridge. Gaddesden won with well prepared and in depth
speeches as Proposition 1 & 2 and Flauden and Ashridge tied for
6th. In this debate all speeches were well recognised especially
Barnaby and Matilda. However, It was really impressive to see
Gaddesden win this debate especially since David and Oliver
were the youngest team.



House Writing Competition: 100 Word Story Competition

Students from across all year groups were invited to take part in The Hemel Hempstead School’s House
Writing Competition. Students were challenged to write a 100 word story on the theme of hope.

Congratulations to all students who entered the competition, as our judges were blown away by the depth
and breadth of our students' skills and their ability to challenge, provoke and engage their readers. Many of
our students were highly commended for their stories.

A massive ‘Congratulations!’ goes to our winners Theo Potton, Imogen Whiting and Nyx Alexander-Mann
who are very worthy winners of their Amazon vouchers.

Miss Norris

Hope
A pure bright flash. And I feel the darkness rendered from my soul. All my pain and all my misery replaced
with this shining brilliance within. This burning ember of joy grows and spirals into a cleansing flame rinsing
me of that that weighed me down. What is this feeling? This lightness that has set deep in my bones. I raise
my hand and stare at it in wonder. All my scars. All evidence of my trials and tribulations but my memories
are gone and I fear even those will leave me soon. I push myself up and fade away

Nyx Alexander-Mann 10L

Hope
Hope is a beautiful thing. It provides light in your darkest times, a path to follow. I've always been a hopeful
sort of person, but right now, standing abandoned and completely lost in a cold, dark wood, I can see no
path and hope is fading fast. I've no idea how on earth I'm going to get out of this situation - alone with no
phone, no map, nor any clue where I am; and with terrifying shadows lurking around every corner. I let out a
deep sigh, tearing up, and sink to the floor. That light really is very dim.

Imogen Whiting 8F

Hope
Perceptively scrutinising the dust motes: waltzing a pas de deux, to die - unpresumptuously - on macabre
ground, I was numbed.

Flakes of human skin that fall consecutively from the failure of individualistic expression.

It’s shocking - the myriads of people dead inside - walking through lives of absent purpose.

Nevertheless, a rebirth arises from the remains. A supernova of hope.

We wonder - whether things will be different if we do one thing or say those words: be less like this and a
little more like that.

Moon dust in our lungs, starry eyes, we are children of the cosmos, rulers of the skies.

Theo Potton 11C

Competition News

In the English department we would love to see our talented writers get involved in as many writing
competitions as possible. Below are writing competitions that close in March.

Humanimal Trust Creative Awards 2023 – children and teens aged 7-18 can share their creative skills
on the theme of ‘Connectivity‘ and/or ‘One Medicine’ in four age group categories: 7-11; 12-14; 15-16
& 17-18. Full details are on the competition website.

https://www.humanimaltrust.org.uk/get-involved/humanimal-trust-creative-awards-2023


Young Songwriter 2023 – “The world’s leading songwriting competition for young aspiring
songwriters, aged 8-18“. Children are invited to enter up to five songs. There are three age group
categories for UK children and teens: 8-12; 13-15 & 16-18. Full details are on the Song Academy
website.
Never Such Innocence – The 2023 theme is “What does war mean to you?” and to enter, children
and teens can ‘share thoughts on how people, communities and countries build a life after conflict
using poetry, art, speech and song’. There are four age group categories (9-11; 11-14; 14-16; &
16-18) and full details are on the competition website. The closing date is 10th March.
The BBC Young Reporter Competition is open to children and teens aged 11-18 who “want to report
on a story or issue which is important to their life or the world around them”.
Young Financial Journalist Competition – open to secondary students aged 14-15, 15-16, 16-17 and
18-19. “We are seeking well-argued articles from students aged 14–19”. The closing date is 18th
March.
Chiltern Bookshops is running a children’s writing competition open to reception, year 1 and year 2
children; years 3-6; and 11-16-year-olds in secondary schools. Full details of word limits and story
titles are on the website. The competition will be judged by Cressida Cowell. The closing date is 12th
March.
The BBC Young Writers’ Award – is open to 14-18-year-olds who can submit a piece of original fiction
of up to 1000 words.
The Portico Sadie Massey Awards feature two competitions open to children. There’s the KS2, KS3,
KS4, and KS5 Young Readers Competition (write a book review – any genre – on any subject) and
the Young Writers competition, open to pupils in KS3, 4 and 5 (write a story based in the North of
England.)
The Girton College Humanities Writing Competition – open to Year 12 students in the UK, the writing
task is based on five objects in the college’s antiquities museum.

Careers News

National Careers Week
This week students have been talking about careers in form times as part of NCW 2023 -
https://ncw2020.co.uk/

Y8 Role Model Day Wednesday 8th March
Students in year eight have taken part in two activities - Speed Networking for the girls and Panel talk for
the boys.
The Speed Networking event was part of International Women's Day.
We had an amazing response from local businesses to come and talk to your daughters as part of our Role
Model Day. Students spent 10 min with each volunteer to find out about their careers in Period 1 and
Period 2.
For the panel discussion with the boys we had two speakers for a talk and Q&A in Period 1.

https://www.songacademy.co.uk/SAYS23/
https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/2022-23-competition
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https://chilternbookshops.co.uk/schools/childrens-creative-writing-comp-2023/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/young-writers-award/z8phm39
https://www.theportico.org.uk/portico-prizes
https://www.girton.cam.ac.uk/humanities-writing-competition
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The feedback on the day from volunteers was of amazement as to how well behaved and interested the
students were. Well done Year Eight!

Miss Keane
Careers Coordinator

We Need Your Stamps

Did you know, every ten minutes another child, teenager or
adult is diagnosed with primary bone cancer somewhere in the
world. Today 144 people worldwide will be told that they have
this rare, underfunded disease. (2.75% of the 5,250 people
diagnosed with a form of cancer every day)

Treatment for bone cancer is brutal and can cause terrible,
lifelong side effects. Patients desperately need newer, kinder and more effective treatments to increase their
chance of survival and improve their quality of life after cancer. And while things have come a long way since
Bone Cancer Research Trust was founded in 2006, at a time when bone cancer research was not being
considered, there is still a long way to go.



Last year, BCRT raised an amazing £10,471, funding 349 hours of life saving research, from people cutting
out their used stamps. Please can you bring your stamps into Student Services - leaving a 1cm border
around the edge of the stamp.

Bone Cancer Research Trust - Until There's a Cure

Thank you

https://www.bcrt.org.uk/


DSPL8 Parent/Carer Newsletter; Dacorum SEND courses, support &
information for families
 
The latest ‘DSPL8 Parent/Carer Newsletter: Spring Term’ & ‘Dacorum
Parent/Carers courses and support' newsletters are available to download from
our website via the following
link: https://dacorumdspl.org.uk/online-resources-for-parents-and-carers-2/
 
This fortnights newsletter includes:

● ADD-vance Mini Consultations - April 2023
● DSPL8 Parent/Carer Support: Summer 2023
● Dacorum Parent/Carer courses and support from various local providers:
● SEND Parent Café
● Health Visiting Service
● Mental Health First Aid Training for Parent/Carers
● Online Intermediate ESOL class
● Potential Kids—March Activities
● World Down Syndrome Day 2023 - 21st March
● Supporting Links Summer 2023 Term Course
● Families in Focus Summer 2023 Term Course
● Updated Educational Psychology Service Contact Line
● HAPpy Camps
● Parent Support Group at Woodfield Coffee Shop

Please also follow our social media pages for the most recent updates: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/dspldacorum 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/dspl_dacorum/

Kind Regards
DSPL 8 Team

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For…
Preparing and delivering outstanding and inspirational assemblies to the whole school

about Men’s Mental Health - Josh Lee

https://dacorumdspl.org.uk/online-resources-for-parents-and-carers-2/
https://www.facebook.com/dspldacorum
https://www.instagram.com/dspl_dacorum/


Gold Letters

Letter 86 - Year 10 Work Experience Placements
Letter 87 - Year 10 Work Experience Payments

Fixtures

Monday 13th March - Y10 Basketball v Berkhamsted (H) 3.30-6.00pm
Monday 13th March - Y8 Basketball v Longdean (A) 3.30-5.30pm

Monday 13th March - Y7 and Y9 Netball Cup Final @ Ashlyns - 3.45-5.45pm
Monday 13th March - Y9 Football v Kings Langley (H) 4.00pm KO

Tuesday 14th March - Y7 Rugby v Tring (A) 2.30pm KO
Tuesday 14th March - Y10 Rugby v Longdean (H) 3.45pm KO
Wednesday 15th March - Y8 B v Longdean B (H) 4.00pm KO

Friday 17th March - Y9 B v Adeyfield (H) 4.00pm KO

Monday 13th March - Friday 17th March - Yr12 Geography Field Trip
Monday 13th March - HPV Immunisation catch up session (selected students)

Tuesday 14th March - House Science, 3.45pm
Friday 17th March - Official Opening of the Sports Hall 3.30 - 4.30pm

Tuesday 21st March - Wednesday 22nd March - Y11 GCSE Music Performance Exams
Thursday 23rd March - Y7 and Y8 Spurs Trip 2 (selected students)

Thursday 23rd March - Dragon’s Den Quiz Night
Friday 24th March - Spring Concert, 7pm School Hall
Tuesday 28th March - Yr9 DTP/Menacwy Vaccination

Wednesday 29th March - Yr11 GCSE PE Moderation Day

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Letter-86-Year-10-Work-Experience-Placements.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Letter-87-Year-10-Work-Experience-Payment-Contribution.pdf


TERM DATES

Academic Year 2022/23

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Tuesday 18th July

Monday 1st May - Early May Bank Holiday, school closed to all students

Monday 8th May - Extra Bank Holiday for Coronation, school closed to all students

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Academic Year 2023/24

Autumn Term 23/24

INSET 1st September 2023

Monday 4th September - Y7 and Y12 only

Tuesday 5th September - Wednesday 20th December 2023

HALF TERM - Monday 23rd October - Friday 27th October 2023

Spring Term 23/24

Thursday 4th January - Thursday 28th March 2024

HALF TERM - Monday 19th February - Friday 23rd February 2024

Summer Term 23/24

Monday 15th April - Thursday 18th July 2024

HALF TERM - Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May 2024

Attachments:

1. Hemel Hempstead School Quiz Night
2. BeeZee Bodies - Healthy Lifestyles Support
3. Watford FC Girls Elite and PDC Trials
4. Gade Schools Family Support Service Parenting Courses
5. Barracudas Activity Day Camps Discount














