
The Hemel Hempstead School
Issue 1241

3rd March 2023

Email: parentmail@hemelschool.com Website: www.hhs.herts.sch.uk

For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

The importance of bike helmets

I have in past newsletters told my own story of having come off my bike, aged 17, and picking up
the pieces of my helmet from the tarmac and realising that this £30 piece of polystyrene and
polyethylene had just saved my life.

I am not, however, a dancing celebrity, a football pundit, nor (you will be pleased to hear) in most
people's sitting rooms and kitchens every morning!

When Dan Walker was hit by a car, whilst on his bike last month, and declared on social media that
his helmet has also saved his life, because of his celebrity lots of people sat up and listened and
this powerful message was heard by millions.

So, if there is one conversation to have with your children this weekend, it is to remind them of
Dan’s story, told here on BBC Yorkshire, and to make sure that they are wearing their helmets every
time they get on their bike.

It is lovely to see the number of students who cycle and scoot to school and we have storage
facilities for bikes at both gates. However, I do still see some students arriving without helmets on,
or sometimes hanging on their handlebars (that old trick!).

As I have said before, helmets will never be fashionable, they will never make you look good, they
will never be trendy - but they will save your life!

FLAIR survey

On the 13th March, all students and staff will receive an email invite to take part in an anonymous
‘Race In The School Community’ survey, run by an external company called FLAIR.

The questions will provide an opportunity for students and staff to reflect on their views and
experiences related to race while at school. The responses will give us a better idea of student and
staff experiences and help us to understand in which areas we can improve. The findings from this
research will also help guide our policy decisions.
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The survey is anonymous and names are not attached to the responses, so we have no way of
knowing who completed it. It is very important to us that our students and staff are completely
honest.

Once results are in, we will share key findings so you can see how we are doing. Action planning
will then begin shortly after. At each stage, we will share our progress with you.

For further information, please watch a short video from FLAIR’s CEO and founder.

Thank you for playing your part in our efforts to continually improve our culture.

Exciting days ahead

We now have a ‘set-in-stone’ date for us to join Scholars’ Education Trust (SET), of the 1st April
2023. The big question for parents and carers will be “what will be different from 31/3/23 to 1/4/23
for my child”, and the answer is, absolutely nothing!

Lots of legal, procedural and other boring, but important, stuff will have happened on that day, but
for the students and most of the staff the day will pass without notice. However, over the coming
weeks and months as we start to collaborate, jointly plan, work with and share ideas with our new
colleagues lots of exciting trust-wide opportunities will be coming your children’s way.

One of the first things parents and carers will see, and hopefully appreciate, will be a new and much
easier to use website and the launch of a parents’ app called Edulink One.

Remember that parents and carers can view our journey to joining SET at this special webpage:

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/information/formal-consultation-on-the-option-of-becoming-an-academ
y-and-joining-scholars-education-trust/

In May 2023 we will temporarily lose the top field! This may sound like a bad thing, however the
reason is that behind the hoarding which will appear will grow, over the next 15 months, our brand
new, state-of-the art and pioneering net-zero carbon in-use building; which will be home to English,
art, food, technology, computing and SEND in September 2024.

We will also be getting yet more fantastic sports facilities - for certain: a new outdoor basketball
court, an arboriculturally improved rugby and athletic field, and two outdoor cricket nets - hopefully
(via a separate but concurrent project): also tennis courts, a hockey-5 pitch, netball courts and a
5/7-a-side football pitch too.

We will also be getting an outdoor amphitheatre classroom and two new covered outdoor eating
areas which we will fill with picnic tables, all complete by the Spring of 2025.

A helpful presentation for parents, carers and local residents is at this link, used for the planning
consultation. A few minor tweaks have been made since, but it still gives a great idea of the exciting
times ahead.

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/221201-Hemel-Hempstead-School-Public
-Consultation-Boards-email.pdf

Neil Hassell
Headteacher
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HAPpy Holidays

Looking for something to keep your children entertained this Easter Holiday?

Through DfE funding, Hertfordshire County Council and Herts Sports Partnership have co-ordinated
a huge range of activities running at different venues across the county.

Each activity will offer a nutritious meal and all of this is free for young people in receipt of
benefits-related free school meals.

As an eligible family, you can book for free using your unique HAPpy Booking Code. When
prompted, please make sure you enter the whole code, which includes the ! symbol which is found
in the middle of the code.

Your unique code is: T8L!SL
You will be able to search for activities using your postcode or child’s age – places are limited and
strictly on a first come basis so be quick and book online from NOON on Monday 6th March 2023

https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/booking

Need help? Hertfordshire Libraries have computers you can use, and friendly staff who will be able
to help.

Additionally, there are a range of online activities to look through, with ideas for learning more about
history, music, and theatre, plus ways to keep your family active for 60 minutes each day! View
these at https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/haf/enrichment

Lastly, our information page has links to a variety of organisations and advice you and your family
may find useful. Visit this at https://sportinherts.org.uk/useful-local-services

Support for Parents/Carers - Hertfordshire Community Trust

Are you interested to know how to support your child through exam
stress, their emotional wellbeing or encourage self-esteem? The
Children's Practitioners Team at the trust are running various free online
courses please follow this link to book a place.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/childrens-wellbeing-practitioners-school-nursing-service-hertfordshire
-33494371787
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Headteacher R4 Certificates

Excellent Achievement For…

Showing amazing resilience and reflection through a very tough time, supporting others
and taking part in all that HHEx has to offer - Eden Crawley

Writing an entire book during his spare time - Shavon Gode Kankana

Services to the School Community For…

Supporting another student in a new subject - Jojo Mould-Woods

DSPL8 Parent/Carer Newsletter; Dacorum SEND courses, support
& information for families

Dear Parent/Carer,

Would you like to learn how to unravel anxiety and help your child to
understand it with strategies to develop resilience to anxiety, then book a
place on this Anxiety Unravelled course by Bounce Forward, fully
funded by DSPL8.

7th - 21st March, 8-9pm - sessions are recorded, so if you are unable to watch them live, you can
watch them back when convenient for yourself, however you will need to be registered to receive
the recording.

Register via:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__ej4hgw-QziAiXYVmdAk7A?fbclid=IwAR1Syk6ktr3V
AllQxno-7_Yo-SO5afeX2d0J9AiP_MT9z9j-3Y7wWFbZRoo

Kind Regards
DSPL 8 Team
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Fixtures
Monday 6th March - Y9 House Basketball - lunchtime

Monday 6th March - Y7 B Football v Astley Cooper (H) 3.00-5.45pm
Monday 6th March - Y7 Basketball v Berkhamsted (H) 3.30 - 6.00pm
Monday 6th March - Y10 District Football v Ashlyns (A) 3.45pm KO

Tuesday 7th March - Y7 Netball v Ashlyns A&B (H) 3.30-5.30pm
Tuesday 7th March - 8A Football v KLS A (H) 4.00pm KO
Wednesday 8th March - Y8 B Laureate (H) 4.00pm KO

Thursday 9th March - Y7 B Football v Ashlyns B (A) 3.30-5.30pm
Friday 10th March - Y9 v Aldenham (County Cup Semi Final) (H) 4.00pm KO



Monday 6th March - Friday 10th March - Y11 and 13 Trial Exams
Wednesday 8th March - Y10 GCSE Classical Civilisation British Museum Trip

Wednesday 8th March - Y8 Role Model Day
Thursday 9th March - Rotary Technology Tournament (all day)

Thursday 9th March - House Music and Dance 6.30pm - 9.30pm
Friday 10th March - Y10 Chef Workshop 10.00am - 2.30pm

Friday 10th March - Spring Concert 7pm
Monday 13th March - Friday 17th March - Year 12 Geography Field Trip
Monday 13th March - Outstanding HPV Vaccinations (selected students)

Tuesday 14th March - House Science, 3.45pm
Wednesday 15th March - Year 9 DTP/Menacwy Vaccination

Thursday 16th March - Y10 Parent Consultation Evening 4.30pm - 8.00pm
Tuesday 21st March - Wednesday 22nd March - Y11 GCSE Music Performance Exams

Thursday 23rd March - Y7 and Y8 Spurs Trip 2 (selected students)

TERM DATES

Academic Year 2022/23

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Tuesday 18th July

Monday 8th May - Extra Bank Holiday

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Academic Year 2023/24

Autumn Term 23/24

INSET 1st September 2023

Monday 4th September - Y7 and Y12 only

Tuesday 5th September - Wednesday 20th December 2023



HALF TERM - Monday 23rd October - Friday 27th October 2023

Spring Term 23/24

Thursday 4th January - Thursday 28th March 2024

HALF TERM - Monday 19th February - Friday 23rd February 2024

Summer Term 23/24

Monday 15th April - Thursday 18th July 2024

HALF TERM - Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May 2024

Attachments

1. Hemel Storm Basketball
2. DSPL8 Anxiety Unravelled course
3. Supporting Links Free Summer Term Courses
4. Summer Term Student Train Tickets












