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Introduction

Existing Site AerialPhotographs of  Hemel Hempstead School educational facilities 
and school buildings due for replacement

School Ethos: ‘to be, not just seem to be’ ‘Esse Quam Videri’

Existing Hemel Hempstead School
(Non-designated Heritage Asset)

Analysis of  the heritage asset used to inform design 
development of  the proposed teaching block

Hemel Hempstead School

The Hemel Hempstead School is a co-

educational secondary school with sixth form 

for students aged 11 to 19 years. There are 

approximately 1,050 pupils in years 7-11 and 

300 post-16 pupils. 

The school strives to deliver a curriculum that 

provides the broadest and richest experiences, 

which lead to the meaningful learning of  

knowledge and skills. By encouraging a love of  

learning, the curriculum sculpts young people 

to become resilient, confident, articulate and 

successful members of  society, who aspire 

and achieve. To gain this love of  learning, 

and experience success, students are taught 

how to learn and make connections between 

school and the real world. The purpose of  the 

curriculum that it allows students to learn ‘to be, 

not just seem to be’ ‘Esse Quam Videri’.

Conservation & Heritage

The existing Hemel Hempstead School ‘Main Block’ was opened in 1931, originally as Hemel Hempstead 

Grammar School. Occupying a prominent location, the building not only forms part of  the educational 

provision for the school, but also a key part of  its identity. The importance of  Main Block is also recognised 

by Dacorum Borough Council, who define the structure as a ‘non-design heritage asset’, indicating a degree 

of  heritage significance for the local area. The impact of  the proposed development on the existing building 

has been considered from the start of  the design process, to achieve a sensitive proposal that reflects the 

materiality and proportions of  the heritage assets, while remaining subservient to its prominence on site. The 

design team have also worked closely with Dacorum Borough Council planners, using a diagrammatic and 

visual approach, to develop the architectural strategy for the proposed elevational design. 

Why is a New Teaching Block Being 
Proposed?

To achieve the targets set by the curriculum, 

Hemel Hempstead School should be supported 

by educational facilities that match the ambition 

of  both students and staff. Currently, significant 

parts of  the existing school estate have been 

identified as being in ‘poor condition’ by building 

surveys. The condition of  these buildings does 

not support the school’s vision for the curriculum 

or the ‘Hemel Hempstead Experience’. Many of  

the structures have past the end of  their usable 

life and are unsupportive of  modern educational 

requirements. 

To fulfil the aspirations of  the school and its 

community, a new, purpose-built teaching block 

is being proposed adjacent to the existing South 

Block. Procured as part of  the Department for 

Education’s School Rebuilding Programme, 

the proposals will also include the demolition 

of  some existing teaching blocks and their 

replacement with outdoor school facilities and 

soft landscaping. 
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Proposed Demolition

The structures identified for demolition 

are unsuitable for refurbishment or re-use 

due to their outdated construction being 

unable to achieve Net Carbon Zero in 

Operation (NCZiO) performance targets. 

In many areas, asbestos is also present. 

The provision for classrooms, staff  

offices, DT workshops and art rooms 

located within buildings scheduled 

for demolition will be provided in the 

new teaching block. The labs within 

the chemistry block will be relocated 

to refurbished lab spaces within Main 

Block. The boiler house and disused 

teaching block will be demolished to 

allow space for new outdoor learning 

facilities. 

Until the construction of  the proposed 

teaching block and refurbished spaces 

is complete, the decant of  the existing 

teaching spaces will not take place. 

Proposed Development

The proposed scope of  works is a 

conditions-based replacement and 

rearrangement of  existing school 

facilities. It is not a school expansion 

project, with no proposed increase in 

pupil numbers and associated site traffic. 

A new Net Zero Carbon in Operation 

(NZCiO) teaching block is proposed 

adjacent to the existing South Block, with 

associated landscaping to integrate the 

building into the site levels and form a 

new pupil plaza. Landscape works also 

include the creation of  a new external 

teaching amphitheatre and canopy on 

the site of  the disused teaching block 

and a new MUGA and dining canopy 

on site of  the demolished art and DT 

workshops. Across the site, new areas 

of  soft landscaping are created from 

the removal of  existing buildings, with 

existing biodiversity enhanced.

Site Sketch - Existing & Demolition

Site Sketch - Proposed
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Heath Lane View 1 (taken with trees in bloom months)

Heath Lane View 2 (taken with trees in bloom months)
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Development Context

The Hemel Hempstead School 

site is located within a primarily 

suburban context, surrounded 

by predominantly two-storey 

residential properties dating 

from the inter-war and post-war 

period. The school grounds 

reflect this context, with the Main 

Block dating from the 1930s, 

alongside prefabricated 1960s 

infill buildings, and more recent 

additions such as North Block 

and sports hall. The site falls 

from the North West to the South 

East and benefits from screening 

by mature trees around its 

perimeter boundary. 

Existing Main Building

Existing Sports Hall 
& South Block

Existing 
Sports 

Hall 

Proposed Teaching 
Block

Proposed 
Teaching 

Block

Mitigating Visual Impact

The building has been positioned to minimise 

any potential visual impact on its surroundings. 

The proposed location of  the block utilises the 

existing row of  mature trees along the Eastern 

boundary to screen the building from Heath 

Lane. Further screening is provided by a row 

of  mature trees located directly adjacent to the 

Southern elevation. The new block is located 

towards the bottom of  the natural gradient 

of  the site, enabling the highest level to sit 

comfortably below the height of  the stone 

portico of  the Main Block heritage asset. The 

mass of  the building has been considered 

carefully to be in keeping with the context and 

scale of  the existing school buildings. 

Proposed 
Teaching Block

North Block

South Block

Sports Hall
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Existing tree to be retained

Notes:
- All materials to be as detailed or accepted equivalent.
- Refer to outline specification for material information
- Refer also to architectural and engineering drawings as applicable.
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Proposed Landscaping

The key design drivers for the proposed 

landscape works are the seamless integration 

of  the new building into the existing site, and the 

provision of  high quality outdoor learning and 

social spaces. Site levels have been carefully 

reviewed to ensure that the proposed teaching 

block links into the existing movement around the 

site. All level changes are fully accessible and 

have been used to provide definition to areas of  

the school campus, such as the new entrance 

plaza and external amphitheatre. The new access 

proposed off  Heath Lane is for emergency 

and delivery vehicles only and would not be 

available for use by students, staff  or parents. The 

Sports Curriculum is fundamental to The Hemel 

Hempstead Experience and will be supported 

through the provision of  new facilities and 

remediation to existing playing fields. 
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View of  proposed North elevation from existing main school building

View of  proposed North elevation from path adjacent to Eastern boundary

Elevational Rationale

The proposed main entrance is recessed 

into the school block, as an inversion 

of  the projecting portico of  the heritage 

asset. Not only does this signify the 

proposed building as subservient 

to the existing, the location links into 

established pupil flows. To signify the 

North as the primary elevation of  the 

building, the Southern façade, obscured 

by mature trees, is less regimented in its 

appearance and verticality.

Building Form
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Ground Floor

The suite of  practical spaces that 

contains the DT workshops, textiles studio 

and food rooms has been located on the 

ground floor. The food rooms have been 

positioned with a large, shared store and 

prep room in between. The DT materials 

and prep room provides external access 

for deliveries and access into both 

workshops. The textiles studio has been 

situated close to the staircase to allow 

good pupil movement to the first floor art 

rooms.

Second Floor

A key driver for the design of  the new 

teaching block has been to locate 

the provision of  the general teaching 

classrooms on a single floor, to create a 

cohesive English department suite. The 

second floor achieves this requirement 

and is supported by a large staff  

workroom with integrated book storage to 

support the faculty staff. 

First Floor

The suite of  art and graphics rooms is 

located on the first floor. Two art rooms 

are positioned back-to-back, allowing 

them to benefit from the shared use of  

a large, naturally lit storeroom. The third 

art room provides direct access to the 

kiln and dark room and features a large 

storage space. The ICT rooms and SEN 

Resource rooms have been positioned 

on the first floor, and close to the main 

staircase, to provide good connectivity for 

use across the building.

Ground Floor Plan

General Teaching Classroom Learning Resource Area Staff  Office / Workroom Storage Space WCs, Services & Circulation

First Floor Plan Art Room

General Classroom

DT Workshop

Second Floor Plan

Building Plans
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Proposed North Elevation

Proposed South Elevation

Proposed West Elevation

Proposed East Elevation
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Material Finishes

The façade of  the building has been developed to reflect 

the character of  the heritage asset, using a predominantly 

red brick with a subtle ‘multi’ stock finish, with brown/grey 

highlights. A buff  stock is used as the secondary brick, 

to reflect the Bath Stone of  the heritage asset portico. To 

accentuate the verticality of  the North elevation, red brick laid 

in a stack bond pattern, is used between the brick piers. 
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View of  proposed North elevation from main lawn View of  proposed main entrance from access ramp

View of  proposed South elevation from 3G pitches Bay elevation of  proposed main entrance 


