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Industrial action by the National Education Union

It appears very likely that the National Education Union (NEU) will be holding the second, third and fourth
days of industrial action (strikes), on the 1st March, the 15th March and the 16th March 2023.

This action is not against the school.

Those going on strike have no grievance with school leaders or governors. This strike is a national action
against the government and sits within a wider picture of industrial action across many parts of the public
sector.

The school and its leaders take the education of our students very seriously and always work hard to
provide continuity and quality of learning for those in our care. That said, we equally recognise the
concerns of those choosing to strike. We have, in all our decisions, to balance the legal rights of those who
wish to strike with the safety, wellbeing and education of young people.

The plan we enacted for the last strike worked very well, ensuring the safety of staff and students and
providing on average three lessons out of five to each student, in every year, despite over 40% of teachers
being on strike.

We have established (as best we can, as those striking are under no obligation to inform us) that between
40% and 55% of our teaching workforce may not be at work on the next three strike days. This makes it
impossible to operate the school, safely, in the normal way.

The school is, therefore, taking the following steps, unless things change with announcements from the
NEU, for the next three strikes:

● The school site will be closed to all students, for safety and safeguarding reasons.

● For Years 7, 8, 9, 10, and 12 we will provide packages of work, one for each class of a non-striking
teacher, which can easily be done at home without specialist materials or equipment, and will be set
on Google Classroom.
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● For Years 11 and 13 we will provide packages of work, one for each class of a non-striking teacher,
this will be focussed on examination revision, and will be set on Google Classroom.

● The school will open a special on-site provision for those who are identified, against government
criteria, as especially vulnerable, or on an Education Health Care Plan. These families have already
been contacted individually. These children will be supervised in the library by colleagues who have
volunteered to do so. They do not need to wear their school uniform on this day.

○ If this relates to you, your child will have already been invited to the Library School during the
last strike. This invitation remains in place for each of these three future strikes.

● To ensure that those who are entitled to Free School Meals (FSM) can have a hot meal, they are
invited to attend school from 1330 until 1400 to have a main meal using their FSM entitlement, in the
canteen. These students do not need to wear their uniform. This is only for those who currently
have a FSM entitlement, and only for lunch.

○ The take-up for this offer was very poor on the last strike day. However, in the best interests
of our children we will continue to make this offer to all those in receipt of Free School Meals.

● The after-school theatre trip on the 1st March has been re-staffed with non-striking volunteers and
will go ahead as planned.

● The Geography field trip, 13th to 17th March 2023 will run as planned, all the staff on this trip having
voluntarily given up their right to strike, since this trip is a mandatory part of the A Level course and
cannot realistically be postponed.

● Diphtheria and Meningitis vaccinations for Year 9, planned for the 15th March, have been
postponed. A new date will follow shortly.

● The Year 10 Parents’ Evening on the 15th March, will be postponed until 27th April 2023.

● House Basketball planned for the 1st March will be postponed. A new date will follow shortly.

Striking colleagues do not have to tell us their intentions, so with the best will in the world, and despite our
planning, we cannot guarantee that the plans we have made can be fully realised on the day.

We are sorry that you will have to make alternative arrangements for your child(ren) at short notice or that
they will experience disruption to their education. We understand that this situation may be frustrating, and
ask that all members of our school community continue to treat each other with respect.

We remain committed to providing a safe and secure environment for our pupils and delivering high-quality
teaching.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Students Leaving Site

To ensure we are able to follow safeguarding procedures correctly we politely request that parents/carers
have notified or spoken to a member of staff before collecting their child from school.

Thank you for your cooperation
Mrs Akther (First Aid Administrator) and Mrs McCausland (Attendance)



New School Uniform Suppliers

We are grateful for your patience whilst we have been through the process of changing our uniform supplier.
We are pleased to be able to announce that our uniform (excluding PE kit, which will still be supplied by
Peter Spivey) will now be available locally from PL Schoolwear:



Year Seven Robotics Day

Our year seven students took part in a Robotics Day on Thursday
21st February.
The student’s thoroughly enjoyed it and it was a great success!

Mrs Joshi
Teacher of Maths



DSPL8 Parent/Carer Newsletter; Dacorum SEND courses, support
& information for families
 
The latest ‘DSPL8 Parent/Carer Newsletter: Spring Term’ & ‘Dacorum
Parent/Carers courses and support' newsletters are available to download from
our website via the following
link: https://dacorumdspl.org.uk/online-resources-for-parents-and-carers-2/
 
This fortnights newsletter includes:

● DSPL8 SEND Acronym List
● Anxiety Unravelled 3–session online course by Bounce Forward 07.03.2023-21.03.2023
● SEND Surgery: 21.03.2023
● ADD-vance Mini Consultations: 29.03.2023
● Dacorum Parent/Carer courses and support from various local providers

Please also follow our social media pages for the most recent updates: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/dspldacorum 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/dspl_dacorum/

Kind Regards
DSPL 8 Team

Families First Hertfordshire - Early Family Help

Families First is the term used in Hertfordshire for services that
work together to support families who need extra help. These
are also known as early help services.

Here is the website

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/families-first/families-first.aspx#whatisit

We all experience difficulties at some point. Families First can help you find early help and information
to prevent is

Issues we can help with:

● parenting
● mental and physical health problems
● drug or alcohol dependency
● domestic abuse
● school related concerns – such as your child is not attending school
● debt problems

● risk of becoming homeless
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If you need more help than your usual support network - for example your health visitor, school, doctor
or family centre - we can work with you and your family to create a package of support.

There are 2 types of help available:

Self-help – this website shows you local services and online advice to meet your needs.

Ask for support – a professional can find out about your family's individual needs then coordinate
support for you, which might include a Families First assessment.

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For…

Giving two new students with very little English such a warm welcome -
Archie Rollini, Lucas Oliver

Showing the values of Responsibility and Relationships, being an exceptionally supportive
friend through a very difficult time - Mahek Islam

For Excellent Achievement…

Giving up his time to help with activities raising money for DENS - Dominic Clarke

For taking part in the UKLO Competition - Caitlin Bailey, Rebecca Hopkins,
Chloe Skinner, Nae Honey, James Howard, Misa Neville, Elise Beardsworth,

Aahana Chaudhary, Shirlee He, Emily Wheeler, Simona Efinska, Louise Boardman,
Sondes Dahdal, Sum Yi Lor

For Achieving Grand Prior Certification with St Johns Ambulance after at least three years
work - Georgina Heron-Edmends, Amelie Davis, Charlotte Downham
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Fixtures

Monday 27th February - House Basketball Y7 Lunchtime
Monday 27th February - Y11 Football v Ashlyns (A) 3.30pm KO

Monday 27th February - Y8 Basketball v Adeyfield (H) 4.00-5.30pm
Monday 27th February - Y9 Football v Aldenham (H) 4.00pm KO

Tuesday 28th February - House Basketball Y8 Lunchtime
Tuesday 28th February - Senior Netball Tournament @ Ashlyns (A) 3.30-5.30pm

Tuesday 28th February - Y7A Boys Football v Tring (H) 4.00pm KO
Tuesday 28th February - Y9 Basketball v JFK (H) 4.00-5.00pm

Wednesday 1st March - House Basketball Y9 Lunchtime
Wednesday 1st March - Y10 Football v Tring District Cup ¼ Finals (A) 3.30-5.00pm

Wednesday 1st March - Y8B Football v KSLB (H) 4.00pm KO
Thursday 2nd March - House Basketball Y10 Lunchtime
Friday 3rd March - House Basketball Y11 Lunchtime

Friday 3rd March - Y9A Football v Longdean A (H) 4.00pm KO

Monday 27th February - Friday 3rd March - House Basketball, Lunchtimes
Wednesday 1st March - Y10 and 11 Drama Theatre Trip

Thursday 2nd March - World Book Day, Non school uniform day
Thursday 2nd March - Y8 Parent Consultation Evening 4.30pm - 8.00pm

Monday 6th March - Friday 10th March - Yr11 and Y13 GCSE and A Level Trial Exams
Wednesday 8th March - Yr10 GCSE Classical Civilisation, British Museum Trip, 8.30am - 3.30pm

Thursday 9th March - Rotary Technology Tournament (all day)
Thursday 9th March - House Music and Dance 6.30pm - 9.30pm

Friday 10th March - Spring Concert 7pm
Friday 10th March - Y10 Chef Workshop 10.00am - 2.30pm

Monday 13th March - Friday 17th March - Yr12 Geography Field Trip
Monday 13th March - HPV Immunisation catch up session (selected students)

Tuesday 14th March - House Science, 3.45pm
Wednesday 15th March - Yr9 DTP/Menacwy Vaccination

Thursday 16th March - Y10 Parent Consultation Evening 4.30pm - 8.00pm
Tuesday 21st March - Wednesday 22nd March - Y11 GCSE Music Performance Exams



TERM DATES

Academic Year 2022/23

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Tuesday 18th July

Monday 1st May - Early May Bank Holiday, school closed to all students

Monday 8th May - Extra Bank Holiday for Coronation, school closed to all students

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Academic Year 2023/24

Autumn Term 23/24

INSET 1st September 2023

Monday 4th September - Y7 and Y12 only

Tuesday 5th September - Wednesday 20th December 2023

HALF TERM - Monday 23rd October - Friday 27th October 2023

Spring Term 23/24

Thursday 4th January - Thursday 28th March 2024

HALF TERM - Monday 19th February - Friday 23rd February 2024

Summer Term 23/24

Monday 15th April - Thursday 18th July 2024

HALF TERM - Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May 2024

Attachments:

1. World Book Day Token
2. Storm Basketball
3. Street Dance Class
4. What Parents need to know about Spotify
5. Chetham’s School of Music Summer Course














