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Exploring new worlds - and keeping exciting doors open

This week in 1953 the now famous oceanographer Jacques-Yves Cousteau published The Silent
World, a memoir about his time exploring the oceans. Arguably the first book of its kind, it
captivated audiences and transformed the world's view of our oceans and what lay beneath their
surface, even more so when in 1956 it was turned into a TV show.

Born in a small town in Western France  in 1910, Cousteau had a normal childhood, and joined the
French Navy hoping to be a pilot, but broke both his arms and instead fell, by accident, into
underwater explorations whilst on leave from being a Naval Gunnery Officer.  He tried to film
shipwrecks and the underwater world of the Mediterranean Sea through a glass bowl lowered over
the side of a boat.

At the time, the only available system for underwater breathing involved a diver being tethered to
the surface, with industrial, heavy, often dangerous and hugely expensive equipment, of the kind
only used by the military, construction or salvage companies.

In 1943, with the aid of his friend and engineer Emile Gagnan, he designed the Aqua-Lung, the
world’s first self-contained underwater breathing apparatus, which we now call SCUBA. With the
Aqua-Lung, the largely unexplored world lying beneath the ocean surface was open to Cousteau as
never before.

He developed underwater cameras and photography which brought this new magical world to a
wider audience. In his free time, he explored ancient wrecks and studied underwater sea life.  He
even lived for several months under water, during the 1960s, in a community he built called
Conshelf 2.
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Why am I talking about Jacques?  When he joined the Navy he did not know what he wanted to do,
but he made a conscious decision to keep all his options open.  He studied engineering, but equally
maintained a fascination with nature, he learned the ways of the sea and Naval operations, but still
maintained his passion for photography.  He kept his choices wide, his options open.

He opened doors, not closed them.

Every year I give this same advice to those choosing their GCSE options. You might know exactly
what you want to do when you grow up, you may not (if you are in the latter category, don’t worry, I
didn’t, and still don’t!).  Pick the subjects you love, that you have passion for, those which excite
you.  Don’t follow your friends, be your own person.  And do not pick a subject because you like the
teacher, as they may not be the ones teaching you!

Choose wisely, take advice, follow your heart, and keep as many doors to as many future lives
open as possible.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Year 9 Options

Next Thursday 9th February, sees the deadline to the Options process for Year 9. By this date
students must have input their choices onto the system, or if you are having issues accessing this
have at least emailed their choices to Mr L. Smith. Please make sure you have had a
conversation with your child about their options, and check they have utilised all the support that
has been made available to them in school to help with making this important decision.

After the deadline students will not be able to make any changes to their choices, but due to
blocking, rooming and timetabling some conversations may need to be had about the feasibility of
some of the classes. If any changes need to be made to their first four choices - even if we use a
reserve - students will be spoken to in person. Once everything has been finalised, students will be
informed by email.

If you do have any questions regarding the options process please do not hesitate to contact your
child's form tutor.

Mr L. Smith
Director of Learning - Year 9



Debate Club

Last week at Debate Club was our second round for our
House Debating Competition. Our debate topic was “This
House believes that Megan and Harry were merely speaking
out about injustice.”. Latimer was for this statement as the
proposition and Ashridge against them as the opposition.
Debating for Latimer was Isaac, Heidi and Lucy. Debating for
Ashride was Hussain, Charlie and Rufus and although both
teams were running low on numbers it was still an amazing,

well prepared debate. There was a good audience to this detailed debate and both teams
performed very well with very similar styles. It was an extremely close debate and Latimer won by
their points of information and interest and the “Best Speech” was awarded to Rufus for his closing
argument!

Matilda Pitblado
Year 10

Non uniform day for The Neurodiversity Umbrella Project

This year, the Hemel Hempstead School has decided to take part in the Neurodiversity Umbrella
Project by holding a non-school uniform day on Friday 10th February.

1 in 5 people have a neurodevelopmental condition, such as ADHD, Autism, Dyslexia, Dyspraxia,
Dyscalculia or Tourette’s syndrome. These conditions fall under the umbrella term of neurodiversity.
This means that we as a school have a large proportion of neurodiverse students and staff and
therefore would like to raise awareness and understanding to change the perception of
neurodiverse/neurodivergent people and celebrate all the many strengths that come from thinking
differently.

In order to participate in the Umbrella Project, the school aim is to raise £400 for the ADHD
Foundation. This money will go towards advocating for neurodiverse people and striving to create
social change by working in partnership with agencies across all sectors to remove the cultural and
systemic inequalities for neurodiverse people in health, education, and employment.

In turn, the school will receive a pack of 25 brightly coloured umbrellas so that we can create our
own display on school grounds to stimulate more of a conversation around neurodiversity. The
ADHD Foundation will also offer assembly resources and access to two neurodiversity training
webinars so that we can educate ourselves further.

Any money raised above £400, will be used to fund the Foundation's ongoing support to families
and awareness to businesses, schools and communities.

We would greatly appreciate it if you donated either on our just giving page:



https://www.justgiving.com/page/sslt-hemel-hempstead-school-1675334150021?utm_source=copy
Link&utm_medium=one_page&utm_content=page/sslt-hemel-hempstead-school-1675334150021&
utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=6be3915141734eb2b33bb5c8b06b551b

Thank you,
The Hemel Hempstead SSLT

Safety in the community

We wanted to make you aware of an incident that happened in the local community in which a
student was approached by two men in Mayo Gardens and the Cornfields, the student ran away.
This incident was around 5.20pm after a football match and has been reported to the police.
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DSPL8 Parent/Carer Newsletter; Dacorum SEND courses, support &
information for families

 
The latest ‘DSPL8 Parent/Carer Newsletter: Spring Term’ & ‘Dacorum Parent/Carers courses and
support' newsletters are available to download from our website via the following
link: https://dacorumdspl.org.uk/online-resources-for-parents-and-carers-2/
 
This fortnights newsletter includes:

● ADD-vance drop-in Consultations: 02.03.2023
● SEND Surgery Sessions: 21.03.2023
● Anxiety Unravelled 3–session online course by Bounce Forward: 07.03.23-21.03.23
● EBSA Coffee Morning: 07.02.2023
● EBSA Webinars & resources
● Home to school transport consultation
● Dacorum Parent/Carer courses and support from various local providers

Please also follow our social media pages for the most recent updates: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/dspldacorum 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/dspl_dacorum/

Kind Regards,
DSPL 8 Team

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Excellent Achievement For…

a huge improvement in school attendance - Sondes Dahdal 8F
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Gold Letters

Letter 69 - Y13  History Trip to Berlin
Letter 70 - Y9 Careers Day

Fixtures

Monday 6th February - Y10 Basketball v Ashlyns (H) 3.30-6.00pm
Monday 6th February - Y9 Football v Kings Langley (H) 4.00pm KO

Tuesday 7th February - U15 Girls v Ashlyns Football (H) 3.30-4.30pm
Tuesday 7th February - Senior Netball v Longdean (H) 3.45-4.45pm

Tuesday 7th February - Y8 Basketball v Ashlyns (A) 4.00-6.00pm
Wednesday 8th February - U15 Boys County Cup ¼ Final football v Richard Hale (H) 4.00pm KO

Wednesday 8th February - Y8 Netball v Kings Langley (H) 3.30-4.30pm
Friday 10th February - Y9B v Ashlyns (H) 4.00pm KO

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Letter-69-Year-13-History-Trip-to-Berlin.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Letter-70-Year-9-Careers-Day.pdf


Monday 6th February - Y12 Biology Trip to Whipsnade Zoo
Thursday 9th February - Y7 Parent Consultation Evening 4.30pm - 8.00pm

Friday 10th February - Y9 Careers Day
Friday 10th February - Non School Uniform day

Tuesday 21st February - National Youth Theatre Auditions 9.00am - 4.00pm (selected students)
Thursday 23rd February - Y12 Parent Consultation Evening 4.30 - 8.00pm
Monday 27th February - Friday 3rd March - House Basketball, Lunchtimes

Thursday 2nd March - World Book Day, Non school uniform day
Thursday 2nd March - Y8 Parent Consultation Evening 4.30pm - 8.00pm

Monday 6th March - Friday 10th March - Yr11 and Y13 GCSE and A Level Trial Exams
Wednesday 8th March - Yr10 GCSE Classical Civilisation, British Museum Trip, 8.30am - 3.30pm

Thursday 9th March - House Music and Dance 6.30pm - 9.30pm
Friday 10th March - Spring Concert 7pm

Monday 13th March - Friday 17th March - Yr12 Geography Field Trip
Tuesday 14th March - House Science, 3.45pm

Wednesday 15th March - Yr9 DTP/Menacwy Vaccination
Thursday 16th March - Y10 Parent Consultation Evening 4.30pm - 8.00pm

TERM DATES

Academic Year 2022/23

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Tuesday 18th July

Monday 1st May - Early May Bank Holiday, school closed to all students

Monday 8th May - Extra Bank Holiday for Coronation, school closed to all students

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June



Attachments:

1. Storm Basketball Day Camp
2. Storm Basketball Game
3. Supporting Links Talking Additional Needs Course
4. Choral Scholarship Auditions at St John’s Church








