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Dear Students and Parents

Year 9 Option Choices

At the Hemel Hempstead School, we recognise the importance of decisions students
make throughout their school careers on their future success and happiness.
Therefore, we believe it imperative that we provide you with the information and
guidance required to enable students to make informed option choices at this crucial
time in their education. Without doubt, the decision-making process involved is both
exciting and challenging, and something that will not only impact students’ lives in
Years 10 and 11 but will affect the opportunities open to our young people as they
enter Sixth Form, further and/or higher education and ultimately, the world of work.

We are keen that the close partnership that exists between School, parents and
students is one that is successful in arriving at the most appropriate and the very
best outcomes, and therefore qualifications, for each and every one of our learners
at the end of Year 11. Therefore we have some events planned to ensure that
students and parents are fully informed of the nature, requirements and opportunities
associated with the various courses on offer at Key Stage 4 and are guided with
respect to the unique situation of each individual Year 9 student.

Over the last two years we have been forced to carry out everything online.
Although this was not our first choice, everyone involved in the Options process fed
back positively regarding the greater access this gave to information; students
appreciated being able to listen to details about more subjects than an in-person
Options Evening would allow, and parents appreciated being able to access this
outside of a restrictive timeframe. Students will receive an assembly to answer any
frequently asked questions about the process on Wednesday 11th January, after
which all the information will be available through the school website. Students will
also be given detailed information on the process in PACE lessons.. We also urge
you, both students and parents, to contact the relevant staff, as identified in this
booklet, in order to support students in making their option choices by Thursday 9th
February 2023 where this would help.

Yours sincerely

Mr L. Smith

Director of Learning linked to Year 9
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General Information

Information for Parents/Carers

Your child’s Key Stage 4 curriculum

You will be aware that your son/daughter is currently studying a group of subjects
that make up the compulsory Key Stage 3 Curriculum at The Hemel Hempstead
School. From September 2023, your child will enter Year 10 and will study a
package of subjects, some of which are compulsory and four of which he/she will
have chosen from a variety of options. At least one of these options must be French,
German, Geography or History.

Year 9 students will be making their Key Stage 4 option choices over the coming
weeks and we are keen to impress on youngsters the importance of their selection in
influencing their future options in education and their career opportunities. Although
exciting, we recognise that the decision-making process can be a challenging one,
and one that is aided by the invaluable support of parents/carers. We are therefore
keen to share information with you as parents/carers, as well as to offer advice and
guidance directly to the students, in order to help ensure that each child is able to
make their own informed choices that will encourage them to flourish.

Supporting your child in making option choices

Support will be offered through:

● information in this booklet

● opportunity for students to contact their Form Tutor and/or their Head of Year,
both of whom are familiar with the options process

● opportunity for students to contact subject teachers about Key Stage 4
courses

● information provided to students during the Year 9 Options Assembly during
the week commencing on Monday 10th January

● information provided to students and parents/carers via the Year 9 Options
Virtual Event which will become available on the school website on Friday
14th January

● opportunity for parents/carers and students to discuss with subject teachers
during the Year 9 Parents Consultation Evening on Thursday 19th January
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Key staff available for support

Heads of Faculty and subject teachers can provide information to students relating to
the content of Key Stage 4 courses in their area(s). Heads of Faculty/Subject have
produced a short video to provide information about their subject, all of which will be
made available via the school website from Tuesday 10th January. Subject teachers
know your child’s learning needs and potential well and can therefore offer advice to
students as to the appropriateness of specific courses for them as individuals. You
will have the opportunity to talk to your son’s/daughter’s teachers at the Parents’
Consultation Evening on Thursday 19th January.

Heads of Faculty:
Mr J Mitchell Head of English
Mr G Burgess Head of Mathematics
Mrs D Harrison Head of Science
Mrs L Williams Head of Humanities
Miss C Martin Head of Modern Foreign Languages
Mrs D Heale Head of Performing Arts
Mr P Bryson Head of Physical Education
Miss P Ozier Head of Art, Design & Technology

Form tutors are a particular asset in terms of knowing their tutees and being able to
offer them help and support in making choices that suit their needs, abilities and
aspirations. Mr Farmery, Head of Year, is also available to advise your child. Mrs
Beverstock, SEND Coordinator, is key in being able to guide those students whose
learning needs she knows well.

The Pastoral Team attached to Year 9:
Mr K Makopa Form Tutor 9A
Miss G Bartlett Form Tutor 9C
Mr J Mitchell Form Tutor 9F
Mr N Mallon Form Tutor 9G
Mr D Pena-MarquezForm Tutor 9L
Ms S Beeton Form Tutor 9N
Mr G Kiely Form Tutor 9P
Mr C Farmery Head of Year 9
Mr L Smith Director of Learning linked to Year 9

Other key staff:
Mrs K Beverstock SEND Coordinator

The procedure and deadline for entering option choices on-line:

Option forms must be completed online by Thursday 9th February 2023. An
invitation email will be sent to your child’s School Gmail account after the Options
Assembly on Wednesday 11th January. They will then be shown how to use the
system in their next PACE lesson, after which he/she will be in a position to access
the online system. Your son/daughter should follow the guidance in the ‘To register
options online’ section of this booklet in order to submit option choices before the
deadline.

5



Information for Students

Choosing your option courses

In September 2023, you will enter Year 10 and begin to study a package of subjects,
some of which are compulsory and some of which you will have chosen for yourself.

You will continue to study English, Mathematics and Science and will take GCSE
examinations in these compulsory subjects. Although you continue to have Games
(Core PE) and PACE lessons, courses which help provide a balanced education and
encourage a healthy lifestyle, you will not take examinations in these subjects. This
is the easy bit as there is no choice here!

In addition to these subjects, you must select four courses that you would like to
study throughout Year 10 and Year 11. At least one of these must be a GCSE in a
Modern Foreign Language or History or Geography. We strongly advise that you
consider taking at least one language, and at least one of Geography or History,
because many believe these qualifications provide a strong basis for further
academic study. Selecting which option subjects/courses to study in Years 10 and
11 involves some very important decision-making as your choices will affect:

● your progress and achievement over the next 2 years

● the subjects/courses available to you in the Sixth Form or at college

● your employment prospects in the future

The decision must be yours and it is vital that you make the best possible choices
for you. That said, there are plenty of people around you to support you in your
decision-making. In School, use your teachers and the current Year 10 and 11
students to find out about specific courses, speak to the Careers Advisor and/or the
Youth Connexions Advisor to find out about particular careers and their requirements
and talk to your Form Tutor and your Head of Year, who know you and the options
process well; at home, discuss your ideas with your parents/carers . Do remember
that you will need to study the subjects you choose for 2 years. It is therefore crucial
that you do not make your choices without finding out as much as you possibly can
about the courses that you are considering.  Get started now!

 
Whilst we hope and trust that you will find this booklet, the Options Assembly, the
Options Event and the Parents Consultation Evening useful in helping you to choose
your options, it is important that you are proactive in talking to the relevant teachers,
tutors and other staff around you where you need help with your decision-making;
we want to support you as much as we can.

Your options choices must be submitted online by Thursday 9th February 2023. An
invitation email will be sent to your school Gmail account after the Options Assembly
on Wednesday 11th January. You will then be shown how to use the system in your
next PACE lesson, after which you will be in a position to access the online system.
You should follow the guidance in the ‘To register options online’ section of this
booklet in order to submit option choices before the deadline.
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Some important ‘dos and don’ts’ in making choices
 

Do choose a course because:

● you enjoy the subject
● you are good at the subject
● it will help to support any future study and career ideas/intentions
● it will help to provide a broad balance of subjects so you keep your options

open for study in the Sixth Form or at college and beyond, and therefore in
terms of possible careers

Do choose a reserve subject because:

● it is important you still have influence on all the courses you study even if your
first choice is/becomes inappropriate/unavailable for any reason

 
Do not choose a course simply because:

● your friends have chosen it
● you like the teacher.  You may have a different teacher next year!
● you have never studied the subject before and therefore, on the surface, it

sounds different and exciting

Some common questions

In School, who can help me make my decisions?

● Heads of Subject - they have provided information in this booklet and have
produced subject talks for you and your parents/carers to view online at the
Year 9 Options Event in January

● Your teachers - they can tell you about their subjects and give you advice.
They will be available to talk to you and your parents/carers at the Year 9
Parents Consultation Evening at the beginning of February

● Your Form Tutor, your Head of Year (Mr Farmery) and the Director of Learning
linked to Year 9 (Mr Smith) - they can answer your questions on the options
process and offer you advice
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What happens once I have decided upon my options?

We ask that you make your choices online by following the instructions in this
booklet. If you have difficulty with online access, please seek advice from your Form
Tutor. The final deadline for the submission of options is Thursday 9th February
2023. Changes can be made online up until this date.

Once submitted, we will double-check the courses you have selected to ensure that
they are appropriate for you. You may then be invited to a meeting to discuss your
choices. Please be aware that there is a possibility that you will need to change your
option choices because they are not considered appropriate to your needs or
because they become unavailable. We intend to confirm your option courses to you
early in the summer term.

 
Will I get all of my first choice courses?

Although the majority of students are able to study all the subjects they have opted
for, you may not be allocated all of your first choice courses if:

● your choices are not suited to your academic abilities and needs
● the number of students opting for a course is greater than the number of

places
● the number of students opting for a course is too low to enable it to run and it

therefore has to be withdrawn
 

Some subjects are new to me. How do I know if I should choose one of these
subjects/courses?

It is vital that you find out as much as you can about each subject and that you talk to
the subject teachers and Heads of Faculty/Subject where this will help. Studying
one of these subjects could well be very suitable for you but do not be tempted to
choose a subject simply because you have not studied it in Year 9; without being
armed with all the information, the course could turn out to be very different to what
you might expect!

How can I choose subjects if I am not sure what I want to do when I leave The
Hemel Hempstead School?

Aim to choose courses that will give you qualifications in a broad and balanced
range of subjects so that you leave your options open for when you leave school.
Choose subjects that interest you and that you are confident with.

Can I change courses later?

If you have chosen your courses carefully by heeding the advice and guidance
provided and asking your own questions, you should not need to change your
choices once the February deadline has arrived. Your courses extend over 2 years
and it is important you understand that you are not able to ‘drop’ a subject that you
have started to study but do not later enjoy. The time for giving your option choices
the great consideration they deserve is now!
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What next?

1. Discuss your options with your parents/carers.
2. Listen carefully to the advice and guidance you receive from school.
3. Access the online Year 9 Options Event following the Options Assembly on

Wednesday 11th January.
4. Attend Year 9 Parents Consultation Evening on Thursday 19th January.
5. Decide upon your four first choices and choose your one reserve choice.
6. Submit your choices online by Thursday 9th February 2023.
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Ready to opt?
Checking your choices and registering them online

Remember that:

English, Mathematics, and Science are compulsory subjects for all and they are
examined. Games and Personal and Citizenship Education (PACE) are also
compulsory subjects that are not examined. Everybody will study these subjects
so you do not need to opt for these. You may however choose to study more
Science than is compulsory by selecting ‘Separate Sciences’ as one of your options,
as shown below.

Selecting and submitting your options:

(1) Firstly, you MUST choose one option from French, German, Geography, or
History, as listed in the table

French
(GCSE)

History
(GCSE)

German
(GCSE)

Geography
(GCSE)
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(2) Then, you need to choose three further courses from those listed in the
table. Notice that you may opt for French and/or German and/or Geography
and/or History within these three.  For many of you, this is highly advisable

Art
(GCSE)

Economics
(GCSE)

Music
(GCSE)

Business & Enterprise
(NCFE Level 1/2
Technical Award)

Food Prep & Nutrition
(GCSE)

PE
(GCSE)

Citizenship
(GCSE)

French
(GCSE)

Product Design
(GCSE)

Classical Civilisation
(GCSE)

Geography
(GCSE)

Religious Studies
(GCSE)

Computer Science
(GCSE)

German
(GCSE)

Resistant Materials
(GCSE)

Dance
(GCSE)

Graphic Communication
(GCSE)

Separate Sciences
(GCSE)

Drama
(GCSE)

History
(GCSE)

Textiles
(GCSE)

(3) Finally, select your reserve choice carefully
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Requirements and recommendations explained

GCSE French, German, Geography, History

You are required to choose at least one option from French, German, Geography
and History in order to ensure you do not close doors to future opportunities in
education and careers. For the majority, and particularly those of you intending to
study at university, we recommend that you seriously consider choosing more than
one of these options.

Studying a Modern Foreign Language (MFL) offers great advantages. We expect
that students currently achieving a ‘Higher’ level in MFL opt for a language and that
other students seriously consider the opportunity. Dual linguists are able to opt for
both languages if they desire. A language aids the development of cultural
understanding and helps ensure a balanced academic education. The qualification
is highly regarded by universities and by employers.

Geography and History are important components of a balanced curriculum.
Geography ‘bridges’ the gap between the Science subjects and the Arts subjects,
whilst History is a valuable complement to a scientific education. Both Humanities
subjects help you to improve your ability to express yourself clearly in written and
spoken form, and ensure you are able to develop your skills in identifying key issues
in complex documents.

GCSE Separate Sciences

All students will study Science and some will choose to opt to study 3 single
sciences and therefore to study the subject more broadly and deeply. This is
sometimes known to students as ‘Triple Science’. Although this option is not
appropriate for all, we recommend that only students currently in Science sets 1
and 2 and others who are achieving a ‘Higher’ level in Science consider the
Separate Sciences. For a successful candidate, this results in 3 GCSEs (Physics,
Chemistry and Biology).  If in doubt, talk to your teacher!

Combinations not permitted

Due to the similarity of some courses, students are restricted to choosing:

● GCSE Art or GCSE Graphic Communications
● GCSE Product Design or GCSE Textiles or GCSE Resistant Materials

It is not a requirement to study any of the courses listed here but it is a requirement
to choose not more than one in each category
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Registering your options online

The guidance on the following pages is for entering option choices online and it will
take students through the entire process. Should you need any extra support please
contact Mr Smith (Director of Learning, Year 9) who will endeavour to help.
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To Register for Options Online...

1. To select your options, you will first need to register using the invitation e-mail sent from
noreply@sims.co.uk.  Precisely how this is done will be shown to students during PACE
lessons.  Please do not click on any links within the email until instructed to during this
lesson.

Click on the link and follow the instructions below:

2. The link will open a page asking you to ‘Activate Your Account’.  You do this by filling in your
username (which is your school gmail address), and your Invitation Code, which should be
pre populated, but can be found on the invitation email.

3. Then click ‘Next’.

4. You will then have to enter your date of birth in the format dd/mm/yyyy (note the four digit
format required for the year).  Then click ‘Next’.

5. You will then be asked to create a password.  This must meet the following criteria: include at
least one capital letter, at least one number, at least one special character (such as !,£,$,&),
and be at least 8 characters long.  Once created, only you will know your password, so make
a note of it somewhere.

6. Then click ‘Next’.  You should be taken to a screen notifying you that your account has now
been registered.  You can click ‘Log In’.

7. This will take you to the website ‘www.sims-options.co.uk’. Click on the SIMS icon (shown
below), then enter your username (your school gmail address) and the password you created
in step 5.
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To record your option choices (once you have registered)...

1. Login to the website: http://www.sims-options.co.uk

2. Sign in with your school gmail account (as shown in step 7 on the previous page)

3. To make your option choices, click on the SUBJECT NAME of each of your four first choices,
and on the word RESERVE for your one reserve choice

4. Put your choices in Order of Preference on the right hand side. If you want to move a subject
to a different position in the list, click on it and then click the position you want it to be in

5. To change a choice, just click on the subject name or word ‘Reserve’ to remove the choice. It
will go back to white

6. Double-check you have 4 first choices (blue)

7. You cannot select the same subject twice, either as a first choice or as reserve

8. The ‘Student Comments’ box can be written in, but is not
monitored; do not leave any important messages here
about your choices, speak directly to your form tutor,
Head of Year, or LT link.

9. The ‘Parent’s Comment’ box cannot be written in. Again, if
you need to discuss anything please contact a member of staff directly.

10. Once completed, click on the ‘save’ icon, and log out.

11. If required, feel free to log back in to the website and change your choices as many times as
you need, up until the deadline of Thursday 9th February. After this date you will not be
able to make any changes.

15
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Examined Compulsory Courses

English Language (GCSE)

GCSE English Language students:

● read fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts from the 19th,
20th and 21st centuries, including literature and literary non-fiction as well as other
writing such as reviews and journalism

● read and evaluate texts critically and make comparisons between texts
● summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts
● use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing
● write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately
● use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately
● acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding

of grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and
spoken language

● listen to and understand spoken language and use spoken Standard English
effectively.

Method of Assessment

All texts in the examinations will be unseen.

Paper 1:  Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing, written exam: 1 hour 45
minutes  (50% of GCSE)

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives, written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
(50% of GCSE)

Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language (0% weighting of GCSE)

Exam Board
AQA

Career Opportunities
GCSE English Language is a core subject that provides an important foundation for
all areas of further education or employment, and a requirement for many university
courses and careers.

Further information from
Mr J Mitchell (Head of English)
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English Literature (GCSE)

In studying the set texts students should have the opportunity to develop the
following skills.

Reading comprehension and reading critically
● literal and inferential comprehension: understanding a word, phrase or sentence in

context; exploring aspects of plot, characterisation, events and settings;
distinguishing between what is stated explicitly and what is implied; explaining
motivation, sequence of events, and the relationship between actions or events

● critical reading: identifying the theme and distinguishing between themes; supporting
a point of view by referring to evidence in the text; recognising the possibility of and
evaluating different responses to a text; using understanding of writers’ social,
historical and cultural contexts to inform evaluation; making an informed personal
response that derives from analysis and evaluation of the text

● evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and structural features:
analysing and evaluating how language, structure, form and presentation contribute
to quality and impact; using linguistic and literary terminology for such evaluation

● comparing texts: comparing and contrasting texts studied, referring where relevant to
theme, characterisation, context (where known), style and literary quality; comparing
two texts critically with respect to the above

Writing
● producing clear and coherent text: writing effectively about literature for a range of

purposes such as to describe, explain, summarise, argue, analyse and evaluate;
discussing and maintaining a point of view; selecting and emphasising key points;
using relevant quotation and using detailed textual references

● accurate Standard English: accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Method of Assessment
All assessments are closed book: any stimulus materials required will be provided as part of
the assessment.  All assessments are compulsory.
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel
Texts studied: a Shakespeare play and a 19th Century novel
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes, 64 marks, 40% of GCSE
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry
Texts studied: a modern prose or drama text and the ‘power and conflict’ from the AQA
poetry anthology. Unseen poetry
Written exam: 2 hours 15 minutes, 96 marks, 60% of GCSE

Exam Board
AQA

Career Opportunities
GCSE English Literature is a core subject that provides an important foundation for all areas
of further education or employment, and a requirement for many university courses and
careers.

Further information from
Mr J Mitchell (Head of English)
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Mathematics (GCSE)
The students begin the GCSE maths course at the start of Year 9. This approach
allows us to give each topic the time it needs to be taught and allows for revision
time at the end of the course in Year 11.

What is GCSE Mathematics all about?
GCSE Mathematics covers a wide range of topics that extend the knowledge gained
during Key Stage 3. The content is grouped into the following areas: Number,
Algebra, Geometry & Measures, Statistics & Probability and Ratio & Proportion.
GCSE Mathematics allows for the application of skills in the previously mentioned
areas.

While studying Mathematics you will be expected to:
● use mathematical skills to solve problems (including real life problems)
● use logic and reason to solve problems
● reduce large, complex problems into smaller, simple steps
● use a calculator effectively and efficiently.

Method of Assessment
GCSE Mathematics is taken by all students at one of two overlapping tiers of
entry, the Foundation and Higher tiers. 

Tier Grades Available
Higher 9 8 7 6 5 4
Foundatio
n

5 4 3 2 1

Students in the first two sets will do the Higher tier and the latter two sets, the
Foundation tier. The Foundation tier exams are more challenging than the previous
specification with 50% of questions in each paper targeted at upper 3 to 5 grades.

Assessment is by examination only in the form of three 1½ hour exam papers (two
papers will allow the use of a calculator) at the end of Year 11.  
Exam Board
Edexcel

Career Opportunities
GCSE Mathematics is a core subject that provides an important foundation for all
areas of further education or employment, and a requirement for many university
courses and careers.  

Further information from: 
Dr A Sharmarke (KS4 Maths Coordinator), Mr G Burgess (Head of Maths)
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Science (GCSE)

Science is a core subject and all students must follow it in some form. Therefore
everyone will receive a minimum of 9 hours of Science lessons per fortnight. This
year, Separate Science is being offered as an optional subject. Students can
therefore choose Separate Science as one of their options and receive an additional
5 hours of lessons (14 hours in total).
Examination Board
AQA for all GCSE courses

Details regarding the two pathways are as follows:

Combined Science: Trilogy
Majority of students will be taught the three disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and
Physics by specialist teachers. Units taught will enable students to be awarded two
GCSEs. This course offers students a good knowledge of Science and a firm
foundation to go on to study A Level Science subjects.

Method of Assessment
Assessment is by examination only in the form of two written papers for each of the
Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics), so six papers in total, each of 1 hour and
15 minutes.
Exams are tiered, and students will be entered for all their exams in either a Higher
or Foundation tier.

Tier Grades Available
Higher 9 8 7 6 5 4
Foundation 5 4 3 2 1

Most students will sit all these as terminal exams at the end of Year 11, however a
very small number of students will be offered an alternative.

Separate Sciences (Optional)

Students will cover the Combined Science content and some additional units which
will allow them to sit separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics, ultimately
awarding three GCSEs. The additional units are designed to stretch and challenge
students, and therefore this course is ideally suited to those currently achieving a
Higher level in Science. This option is aimed at anyone with an interest in the
Sciences, and although in no way essential, would be suitable for those thinking of
taking further qualifications and future careers in Science.

Method of Assessment
Assessment is by examination only in the form of two 1¾ hour exam papers per
GCSE (six in total) at the end of Year 11.
Due to the entry requirements of the course, it is the intention that all students taking
this option will be entered for the Higher tier.

Further information from
Mrs D Harrison (Head of Science)
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Non-Examined Compulsory Courses
Personal and Citizenship Education

Personal and Citizenship Education (PACE) is taught over one lesson per fortnight. It
is a course designed to help students develop the necessary skills and knowledge so
that each student:

● gains as much as possible from being part of the school community
● becomes more equipped to take up their life as a citizen of the 21st Century
● is able to make the most of their academic studies
● understands key issues in religion and culture.

The course covers many aspects of life as a teenager and as an adult, including
responsible citizenship, aspects of sex education, the law, care of the environment,
consumer rights and money management. Careers Education is an increasingly
important element of PACE from Year 10. The structure of PACE allows themes to
be covered when appropriate. The content of each unit may vary from year to year,
but typical features include:

1. Benefits and risks of health and lifestyle choices
Essential factual knowledge of sexual behaviours, sexually transmitted diseases,
contraception, drugs, alcohol, smoking, healthy living, food, diet and exercise, basic
first aid, e-safety.

2. Relationships
Discussing and examining such issues as friendships, peer group pressure,
assertiveness, girl/ boy and child/parent relationships, sexual exploitation, the family,
rights and responsibilities, the influence of the media.

3. Careers
Discussing and examining such issues as personal skills and qualities, factors
influencing career choices, letters of application, CVs, making effective transitions,
support network, labour market information, contingency plans, motivation and
confidence.

4. Study Skills
Essential for students on GCSE courses: e.g. planning homework, organising study,
using resources, note-making, projects, revision and examination techniques, time
management, use of the library, critical thinking skills.

Method of Assessment
No coursework, or exam

Further information from
Mrs S Graham (Head of PACE)
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Games
Throughout Years 10 and 11 all students have four one-hour Games lessons per
fortnight. These lessons provide students with the opportunity to continue to develop
their skills and abilities in a range of sports and activities, but also help to promote
and maintain a healthy, active lifestyle. Students who select to study GCSE PE will
have additional theory PE lessons on their timetable.

We offer students a more flexible PE programme and an increased range and variety
of activities at KS4. In Games lessons, selected students, including those who study
GCSE PE,follow a programme that focuses on skill development and tactical
understanding in a range of team and individual sports. The aim is to improve
performance in a range of practical activities which can have a positive impact on
their GCSE PE practical assessments. Other students follow a programme which
also focuses on skill development, but the primary focus is to encourage sustained
participation in sport and exercise and to increase the understanding of the
importance of healthy active lifestyles. All programmes follow the PE National
Curriculum.

All students will take part in a variety of activities including: invasion games such as
football, basketball, netball, net games including badminton, table tennis and
volleyball, fitness activities such as circuit training, boxercise and aerobics, and
gymnastic activities such as trampolining, and outdoor adventurous activities.

Method of Assessment
No coursework or exam. Students are assessed and given an ‘Attitude to Learning’
grade at the end of each term. GCSE PE students will be assessed in individual
activities to support their NEA assessment.

Further information from
Mr P Bryson (Head of PE)
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Examined Optional Courses
Art (GCSE)

This course will allow you to develop and improve your art skills further and to try
new materials and techniques. You will be encouraged to be creative, exploring
different media and materials, developing your work in a sketchbook and finalising all
your research with final pieces. The course will give you an opportunity to study a
range of different artists, designers and craft makers and will include at least two
trips to art galleries in London. You will also understand how art can be a visual
language representing thoughts, emotions and observations of the world around you
from the past to the current day.

Topics covered

During the two year course you will produce a personal portfolio which will be broken
down into smaller projects. At the end of Year 11 you will produce a response to an
externally set exam. Throughout the course you will focus on painting and drawing
skills with the opportunity to study clay, digital media, mixed- media and print making.

Method of Assessment

Personal Portfolio  60%
You will research and develop ideas based on two different themes or project titles.
40 hours of formal assessment will make up your portfolio.

Examination  40%
You will be given an exam title by the exam board and will be required to submit 20
hours of preparation and research. You will then sit a 10-hour exam to produce a
final piece in response to the exam title and all your research.

Examination Board
Edexcel

Career Opportunities
Art has a wide variety of commercial and industrial applications and employment
opportunities. It offers opportunities in Higher Education eg advertising, film,
television, entertainment, architecture, design, illustration, photography, fashion and
textile design, animation, sculptor, painter, antiques dealer, gallery curator,
restoration, ceramist. All demand commitment, perseverance, originality, creative
skills and qualifications.

Further information from
Miss L Rayner (Head of Art)
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Business Studies

OCR GCSE (9-1) - J204

The OCR GCSE course provides students with a valuable insight into the central
elements of business operations. They build up a valuable and deep knowledge of
all critical concepts whilst applying them to contemporary contexts using the latest
case studies and articles. Most importantly, students develop an interest in the
subject which then allows them to study the subject at a higher level.

Units covered in Year 10

Unit 1 :  Business activity
Unit 2 :  Marketing
Unit 3 :  People

Units covered in Year 11

Unit 4 :  Operations
Unit 5 :  Finance
Unit 6 :  Influences on business
Unit 7 :  The interdependent nature of business

Assessment

Both exams are taken at the end of year 11.

Exam 1 :  1h 30 m.  Covers content in units 1-3.  A mixture of multiple choice, short
answer and long answer questions.  Represents 50% of the final grade.

Exam 2 : 1h 30m.  Covers content in units 4-6.  A mixture of multiple choice, short
answer and long answer questions.  Represents 50% of the final grade.

There is no coursework in this qualification.

Further study

A GCSE in Business Studies provides a solid foundation for further study in
Business, Economics, Accountancy, Finance, Management and several other
subjects. The skills developed in Business Studies such as research, analysis,
debate and evaluation provide a solid foundation for further study at both further and
higher education levels.

Further information from
Mr J Essex  (Head of Business Studies)
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GCSE Citizenship Studies

GCSE Citizenship Studies has the power to motivate and enable young people to
become thoughtful, active citizens. Students gain a deeper knowledge of democracy,
government and law, and develop skills to create sustained and reasoned
arguments, present various viewpoints and plan practical citizenship actions to
benefit society. They will also gain the ability to recognise bias, critically evaluate
argument, weigh evidence and look for alternative interpretations and sources of
evidence, all of which are essential skills valued by higher education and employers.

Topics Covered
● Citizenship skills, processes and methods
● Life in modern Britain
● Rights and responsibilities
● Politics and participation
● Active citizenship

Method of Assessment
Students will sit two exams at the end of the course. Each exam is 1 hour 45 mins,
80 marks and worth 50% of the GCSE.
Paper 1
Section A: Active citizenship questions: questions on the citizenship action of others
and questions on the students taking citizenship action investigation (40 marks).
Section B: Politics and participation question (40 marks).
Question types: multiple-choice, short answer, source-based questions, extended
answer.
Paper 2
Section A: Life in modern Britain questions (40 marks).
Section B: Rights and responsibilities questions (40 marks)
Question types: multiple-choice, short answer, source-based questions, extended
answer.

Exam Board
AQA

Career Opportunities
A good GCSE grade in Citizenship provides the skills necessary for any career. A
good qualification demonstrates important character values as a responsible, active
citizen in society. You could use your study of Citizenship to study A levels in
Humanities, Sociology and Government & Politics. The subject is highly thought of
by employers and has links to careers in teaching, law, journalism, TV and film
research, the travel industry or public services like the police.

Teacher in Charge
Miss E-M Brush
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Classical Civilisation GCSE
Classical Civilisation focuses on the Civilisations of Greece and Rome, and is a wide
ranging subject involving the study of literature, art, artefacts, archaeological sites,
and the ancient historical context. Classical Civilisation lets you do a bit of everything
whilst studying two of the most important Civilisations of the Western world.
It doesn’t matter if you haven’t studied the Greeks and Romans since primary
school; all you need is an interest in the Ancient World and its cultures. From women
in the Ancient World, to the study of religious beliefs and ancient ideas about war,
Classical Civilisation involves interesting discussions about things that are still
important today and helps you to develop key skills such as essay writing, source
analysis and how to structure a strong argument using a range of evidence.

Topics Covered:
● Women in the Ancient World

This component involves a comparative study of ancient Greece and Rome.
Students will examine the realities of life as a woman (historical and fictional)
in these societies; both women who are portrayed as living a respectable,
ideal life of virtue, and those who created more scandal. Including: Helen of
Troy, Pandora, Medea, Penthesilea and the Amazons, Aspasia, Clodia,
Cleopatra and many more.

● The Homeric World
This component contains two elements;
- One in-depth cultural study of the Mycenaean world; and one study of
related literature: the Homeric epic ‘The Odyssey’. An adventure that includes
gods and monsters.

Method of Assessment:
There will be two examination papers at the end of the course, worth a total of 100%
of the final grade.

Paper 1: Thematic Study
Women in the Ancient World (J199/12)

1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of the final grade

Paper 2: Literature and Culture
The Homeric World (J199/21)

1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of the final grade

Exam Board:
OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation

Career Opportunities:
Academic Researcher, Museum/Gallery Curator, Archivist, Barrister, Solicitor, Civil
Service, Local Government, Politician, Editorial Assistant, Heritage Manager, Higher
Education Lecturer, Market Researcher, Newspaper Journalist, Secondary School
Teacher, Archaeologist, Author and many more.

Further information from:
Ms. Harley Aston (Teacher of Humanities)

25



Computer Science (GCSE)

Students wishing to study Computer Science at GCSE must have a keen interest in
the subject area and have shown this throughout Key Stage 3. You must also be
well-organised, motivated and be prepared to work on your skills outside of lesson
time.

Topics covered

In Year 10 you will learn the theory for Unit 01 as well as developing your skills in a
high level programming language. In Year 11, you will complete the programming
task and study the theory for Unit 02.

Unit 01:Computer Systems:

- systems architecture, system security and system software
- memory and storage
- wired and wireless networks, network topologies, protocols and layers

Unit 02 Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming:

- algorithms, programming techniques and producing robust programs
- computational logic, translators and facilities of languages
- data representation

Method of assessment
Unit 1: 1½ hour Written paper (no calculators allowed) 50%

Unit 2: 1½ hour Written paper (no calculators allowed) 50%

Examination Board
OCR

Career Opportunities

This course is an excellent preparation for studying or working in areas that rely on
the technical and design skills you will develop. These areas include Engineering,
Science and Medicine, Web App and Games Design/Development.

Further information from
Mr M Chouder (Teacher of Computer Science)

*Please be aware that should the course be oversubscribed, priority will be
given to students in Maths sets 4 and above
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Dance (GCSE)

This is a two-year course in which you will study a variety of aspects within Dance.
The course is mainly practical and provides you with an opportunity to develop your
contemporary dance style as well as analysing professional dance works.

Topics covered

You will study the style of contemporary dance and be assessed on your:
● performance skills
● safe practice and injury prevention
● the process of Choreography
● knowledge of features and form of dance
● your ability to interpret and evaluate dances.

Throughout the two years you will:
● take part in technique classes
● be able to choreograph your own dances in any style
● analyse and evaluate a variety of artists’ work
● learn set technical routines
● attend theatre visits to see professional dance performers
● take part in professional dance workshops
● perform in a show/presentation in front of an audience.

Although 60% of the course is practical, it is not necessary that you belong to a
Dance school but some technical ability is required, as well as enthusiasm for the
subject. If you have no dance experience then it is vital that you join the Dance Club
whilst studying this course.

Method of Assessment
Component 1 Performance and Choreography
Performance 30%
Set phrases through a solo performance
Duo/Trio performance
Choreography 30%
Solo or group choreography
Component 2 Dance Appreciation
Written exam 1 hour 30 minutes 40%

Examination Board
AQA

Career Opportunities
Progressions from GCSE Dance include study at A Level and NVQ level as well as
related career opportunities in the field of Dance and Performing Arts

Further information from
Miss S Sepala (Head of Dance)
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Drama (GCSE)

GCSE Drama is an exciting course that will allow students to develop skills in the
following areas:

● practical skills in Drama and Theatre Arts
● responding to stimulus in a dramatic context
● evaluation of own and others’ performance
● an appreciation of the technical and historical aspects of Drama
● an enjoyment and appreciation of live theatre
● study, analysis and performance of a set text

It is a demanding but rewarding subject that helps to build confidence and develop
skills.  Students will also have to see a range of live performances.

Topics covered

Component 1: Understanding Drama – 40% of GCSE
● Practical study and exploration of a set play
● Analysis and evaluation of live theatre.
● Study of careers in theatre; staging; production elements

Component 2: Devising Drama (practical) – 40% of GCSE
● Process of creating Drama
● Performance of Devised Drama (either as performer or designer).

Component 3: Texts in Practice (practical) – 20% of GCSE
● Performance of two extracts from one play (either as performer or designer).

Method of Assessment
● Component 1 40%

Written examination,
● Component 2 40%

Performance and Devising Log
● Component 3 20%

Performance of both extracts.

Examination Board
AQA

Career Opportunities
This course provides links to Drama or Theatre Studies in Higher Education.
Obvious career links include acting, set design and lighting. However, the skills
learnt through Drama have benefits in many careers, including Law, Journalism,
Marketing

Further information from
Mrs D Heale (Head of Performing Arts)
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Economics (GCSE)
Why learn Economics?

To help you understand the world. Studying economics can help you to:
● Understand the important stories you see in the news and the wider world
● Understand the reasons why things in the news happen and the different

opinions that people have
● Understand the consequences of events and choices
● Evaluate arguments put forward in the news and form interesting, robust

opinions of your own

To make a difference. Studying economics can help you make a difference:
● Every one of these global problems can be explained using economic

concepts
● Understanding the true underlying causes of a problem is the first step in

finding robust, workable solutions
● Excellent analytical skills allow you to evaluate alternative possibilities
● Robust data skills allow you to select a way forward with a high degree of

confidence

To build transferable skills
● Transferable skills are a core set of skills and abilities that can be used in a

wide range of different jobs, industries, and contexts. They matter because
they are highly valued by employers, and they let you move into new career
areas where you might have less experience.

Topics Covered
1. Economic foundations
2. Resource allocation
3. How prices are determined
4. Production costs, revenue and profits
5. Competitive and concentrated markets
6. Market failure
7. Introduction to the national economy
8. Government objectives
9. How the government manages the economy
10. International trade and the global economy
11. The role of money and financial markets.

Method of Assessment: Multiple choice questions, range of calculations, short
answers and extended answers data response questions
Paper 1: 80 marks, 1hour 45 min, 50% of GCSE. Content 1 to 6 (see above)

Paper 2: 80 marks, 1hour 45 min, 50% of GCSE. Content 7-11(see above)

Examination Board:
AQA

Further information from
Mr Bryan Saunders (Head of Faculty) and Ms Monica Hy (Teacher of Economics)

29



Food Preparation and Nutrition (GCSE)
This GCSE covers all aspects of Food, Preparation and Nutrition from food
production, developing practical skills, food science and how ingredients work in a
recipe. A good choice for well organised students, who enjoy cooking and have a
real  interest in food.

Topic covered:
1. Food commodities 4. The Science of Food

Cereals The effect of cooling on food
Dairy products Food spoilage
Meat, fish, poultry, eggs Cooking and food preparation
Fats and oils Developing recipes and meals
Sugar and syrup 5. Where food comes from
Soya, tofu, beans, nuts and seeds Food provenance
Fruit and vegetables Food manufacturing

2. Principles of Nutrition 6. Cooking and Food Preparation
Macro and micro nutrients Factors affecting food choice

3. Diet and Good Health Preparation and cooking
Energy requirements of individuals techniques
Plan balanced diets Developing recipes and meals

Practical work: Weekly.

Component 1
Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition
Written examination 1 hour 45 minutes – 50% of the qualification 100 marks

Component 2
Food preparation and Nutrition in Action
Non-examination assessment 50% of the qualification 100 marks

Assessment 1 October and November Year 11
The Food Science Investigation Assessment
15%, with 8 assessment hours, including one 3 hr investigation session, produce a
written report (1500-2000 words).

Assessment 2 November/December onwards Year 11
The Food Preparation Assessment
35%, with 12 assessment hours, including one 3 hr practical session, produce a
detailed written report (maximum 30 sides of A4).
In both assessments there is a choice of two tasks set by the exam board, which are
changed annually.

Examination Board
WJEC/EDUQAS
Career Opportunities
This course is an excellent base for further study leading to careers in Hospitality
and Catering, the Food Manufacturing Industry, Food Science, Dietetics, Teaching,
Environmental Health, Nutrition and Home Economics.
* Prior attainment and engagement demonstrated at KS3 will be considered if
this popular course is oversubscribed.

Further information from
Mrs K Russell (Head of Food)
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French (GCSE)

Topics Covered
Students will study modules based on the following thematic areas:

● Identity and Culture
● Local area, holiday, travel
● School
● Future aspirations, study and work
● International and global dimension

Method of Assessment
The skills are assessed as follows:

Skill % of final grade Assessment
Listening 25% Examination Summer term Year 11
Speaking 25% Examination Summer term Year 11
Reading 25% Examination Summer term Year 11
Writing 25% Examination Summer term Year 11

Listening and Understanding in French
Exam at either Foundation or Higher Tier
Foundation tier: 35 minutes including 5 minutes reading time
Higher tier: 45 minutes including 5 minutes reading time
Speaking in French – to be examined by the class teacher but marked externally,by
the exam board. Foundation tier: 7-9 minutes plus 10 minutes preparation time.
Higher tier: 10-12 minutes plus 12 minutes preparation time.
Task 1 – Role Play
Task 2 – Picture based task
Task 3 – Conversation
Reading and Understanding in French
Exam at either Foundation or Higher Tier including translation from French into
English.
Foundation tier: 45 minutes.  Higher tier: 1 hour
Writing in French
Exam at either Foundation or Higher tier.
Foundation tier: 1 hour 15 minutes.   Higher tier: 1 hour 20 minutes.
Either two or three extended response questions depending on tier of entry and one
translation into French.
Careers Opportunities
Prospects for students of Modern Foreign Languages are excellent including careers
in translation, interpretation and teaching as well as Marketing, PR and Sales to
Science, Engineering, Legal and Healthcare. This is due to the key competencies
and transferable skills developed in the study of Languages, which are highly valued
by employers and top universities.

Exam Board
Pearson

Further information from
Miss C Martin  (Head of MFL)
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Geography (GCSE)
"The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It's
about understanding the complexity of our world, appreciating the diversity of
cultures that exists across continents. And in the end, it's about using all that
knowledge to help bridge divides and bring people together." – Former US President,
Barack Obama
Why study Geography?
Choosing Geography GCSE will give you the chance to get to grips with some of the
big issues which affect our world, and understand the social, economic and physical
forces and processes which shape and change our world. GCSE geography is
designed to allow a large number of topics to be studied and to provide an insight
into a variety of the most important and relevant geographical issues. This diversity
also allows all students to find topics they are interested and engaged in.
Topics included:
● Physical Geography

o Natural hazards (including earthquakes, hurricanes and climate change)
o Physical landscapes of the UK
o Ecosystems (including the tropical rainforests and cold environments)

● Human Geography
o Urbanisation and its challenges
o Development and the changing economic world
o Management of vital resources (water, energy and food)

● Skills and fieldwork
o Students will undertake a 3-day residential trip early in year 11. Day trips and

local studies will also be used to enhance understanding of human and
physical geography.

Method of assessment
Examination: 100%
Examination board
AQA
Complimentary subjects
Being the study of the world’s people and processes, Geography links well with all
other subjects.
Further study and career opportunities
Studying GCSE geography provides you with a variety of valuable skills and
knowledge that can be transferred and used across other subject areas and in
everyday life. Employers and universities value the broad range of transferable skills
that geography delivers. Geography fits neatly with science, arts and humanities,
and geographers also tend to have very good IT skills. A GCSE in Geography is
excellent preparation for a career in a multitude of fields, from travel and tourism, to
town planning and local governance, as well as aviation and marketing.

Geography is seen as a ‘facilitating subject’ for universities, meaning it is highly
respected and helpful for applications to top universities.

Further information
See Mr K Makopa (Head of Geography)
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German (GCSE)

Topics Covered
Students will study modules based on the following thematic areas:

● Identity and Culture
● Local area, holiday, travel
● School
● Future aspirations, study and work
● International and global dimension

Method of Assessment
The skills are assessed as follows:

Skill % of final grade Assessment

Listening 25% Examination Summer term Year 11
Speaking 25% Examination Summer term Year 11
Reading 25% Examination Summer term Year 11
Writing 25% Examination Summer term Year 11

Listening and Understanding in German
Exam at either Foundation or Higher tier
Foundation tier:35 minutes including 5 minutes reading time
Higher tier: 45 minutes including 5 minutes reading time
Speaking in German – to be examined by a class teacher but marked externally, by
the exam board.
Foundation tier: 7-9 minutes plus 10 minutes preparation time.
Higher tier: 10-12 minutes plus 12 minutes preparation time
Task 1 – Role Play
Task 2 – Picture based task
Task 3 – Conversation
Reading and Understanding in German
Exam at either Foundation or Higher Tier to include translation from German
Foundation tier: 45 minutes.  Higher tier 1hour
Writing in German
Exam at either Foundation or Higher Tier. This will be externally marked.
Either two or three extended response questions depending on tier of entry and one
translation into German.
Foundation tier: 1 hour 15 minutes.  Higher tier: 1 hour 20 minutes.
Careers Opportunities
Prospects for students of Modern Foreign Languages are excellent, including
careers in translation,interpretation and teaching as well as Marketing, PR and Sales
to Science, Engineering, Legal and Healthcare. This is due to the key competencies
and transferable skills developed in the study of Languages, which are highly valued
by employers and top universities.

Exam Board
Pearson

Further information from
Mr J Hornby (Head of German)
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Graphic Communication (GCSE)

Graphic Communication introduces students to a visual way of conveying
information, ideas and emotions, using a range of graphic media, processes,
techniques and elements such as colour, icons, images, typography and
photographs. Students will conduct primary and secondary investigations during their
design development and explore traditional and/or new technologies. They will also
consider the use of signs and symbols, and the balance between aesthetic and
commercial considerations.

Topics Covered
The course is made up of two components. Component 1 is carried out throughout
Years 10 and 11 and is made up of a range of set assignments carried out in lessons
and as independent home learning tasks. Component 2 is carried out towards the
end of Year 11 and is a set task assigned by the exam board that must be carried out
under controlled exam conditions (a preparatory period followed by 10 hours of
exam).

Component 1 Personal Portfolio
This component allows students to develop and explore
ideas, research primary and contextual sources and
experiment with media, materials, techniques and
processes.

Component 2 Externally Set Assignment
This component represents the culmination of the GCSE
course as it draws together all the knowledge,
understanding and skills developed in Component 1.

Method of Assessment
Both components are marked internally and then moderated by the exam board.
Component 1 is worth 60% and component 2 is worth 40% of the final GCSE grade.

Examination Board
Pearson Edexcel GCSE in Art & Design: Graphic Communication 1GCO

Career Opportunities
The study of this subject is an excellent preparation for A Level Art and Design
and/or Product Design. Career links include Graphic Design, Game Design,
Advertising, Web Design, Illustration, Multi-media Design and Packaging Design.

Further information from
Miss T Trotman (Teacher of Art)
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History (GCSE)

GCSE History continues the development of the wide range of skills and
understanding you have developed at Key Stage 3. It provides the opportunity to
study four different historical periods and events. The study of such events will
enable you to have a solid understanding of the past and their impact on our lives
and international relations today.
GCSE History is a stimulating, engaging and very popular course that fosters our
students’ love and understanding of history. It promotes the continued development
of key historical skills: debating, analysing evidence, substantiating and judgements
and understanding the significance of past events.

Topics covered:
1. Warfare and British society, 1250-present day and the impact of the Second

World War on London, 1939-1945
2. Superpower Relations and the Cold War, 1941-1991
3. Early Elizabethan England, 1558-1588
4. Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939

Method of assessment:
There will be 4 x examination papers at the end of the course, worth a total of 100%
of the final grade.

Paper 1 30% of GCSE:
Warfare and British society, 1250-present day and the impact of the Second World
War on London, 1939-1945
Paper 2 (depth study) 20% of GCSE:
Superpower Relations and the Cold War, 1941-1991
Paper 2 (British depth study) 20% of GCSE:
Early Elizabethan England, 1558-1588
Paper 3 30% of GCSE:
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939

Exam board:
Edexcel GCSE History

Career opportunities:
Civil Service, local government, banking, Law, social work, police force, education,
archaeology, media and journalism tourism accountancy and marketing

Further information from:
Mrs L Williams (Head of History)
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Music (GCSE)

The course is designed to offer all candidates a challenge to their creative, aural and
instrumental/vocal ability based around the three activities of listening, performing
and composing. Candidates who have had instrumental/vocal lessons prior to the
commencement of the course would be best suited to this course, but please discuss
with Head of Music if you have any queries as exceptions can be made.

Course Breakdown
Listening: 40%
Candidates study four areas of music past and present, focusing on specific pieces
ranging from Bach to Queen. Students will relate sound and symbol using staff and
graphic notation and respond to the expressive elements of music using technical
and/or non-technical language. Students also exercise and hone their critical
thinking and analytical skills which transfer well into other subjects too.

Performing: 30%
Students perform for at least 4 minutes; this must include solo and ensemble work.
All students who study GCSE will need to continue to take weekly instrumental/vocal
lessons. We would recommend a 30 minute lesson. This aspect of the course is
excellent for building confidence in young students.

Composing: 30%
Candidates will produce two original compositions/arrangements, one will be written
to a brief set by Edexcel, the other will be set by the student. Students may
compose directly for their instruments or by using the music technology software
which is available in the department. This is taught entirely from scratch within
GCSE Music; prior knowledge and experience is not necessary.

Method of Assessment
Formal Assessment: Listening 1hour 45mins written exam
Performing: Internally assessed and externally moderated
Composition: Internally marked and externally moderated

Examination Board
Pearson Edexcel

Career Opportunities
Music A Level, Music Technology A Level, BTEC Music.
Useful for students considering Media Studies at Sixth Form level or those
considering Performing Arts courses. Students have also found it useful for
applications to colleges in Media, Performing Arts and Sound engineering.

Further information from
Ms S Barden (Head of Music)
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Physical Education (GCSE)
Students who choose to study GCSE PE will have five GCSE PE theory lessons per
fortnight, in addition to their KS4 Games lessons. GCSE PE is an academic subject
and all lessons will study PE theory in the classroom.

The GCSE PE course covers the following topic areas:

● Applied Anatomy & Physiology
● Movement Analysis
● Physical Training
● Sport Psychology
● Socio-Cultural Influences
● Health & Fitness
● Use of Data

Method of Assessment
60% theory (two written exams), 30% practical (three activities), 10% Written
Coursework.

Students are assessed in three activities/sports as a performer on their ability to
demonstrate core skills and apply them in full competitive situations. Students must
select one team and one individual activity and a third from either category. Students
are also required to complete an analysis of performance coursework task.
GCSE PE will suit students who are interested in sport and play regular competitive
sport. Students would ideally be playing one sport or activity outside of school for a
club or similar, receiving regular coaching. We would expect students to attend
HHEx (extra-curricular) clubs as a minimum for the remaining two sports or activities.

Exam board
AQA

Further information from
Mr P Bryson (Head of PE)
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Product Design (GCSE)

Product Design GCSE builds on the skills and knowledge that students have
developed in Key Stage 3 Design Technology and enables students to understand
and apply iterative design processes through which they explore, create and
evaluate a range of outcomes. Students will use creativity and imagination to design
and make products primarily from papers and boards that solve real and relevant
problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. It gives
students opportunities to apply knowledge from other disciplines, including
Mathematics, Science, Art and Design, Computing and the Humanities.

Topics Covered

Component 1
The content is divided into two sections; Core Content and Papers and Boards.

Core Content includes – New and emerging technologies, critical evaluation, ethics,
the environment, modern, smart, composite and technical materials; mechanical
devices, electronic systems, programmable components; the categorisation and
properties of metals, timbers, textiles and polymers; design strategies and
techniques.

Papers and Boards includes – Sources, origins and properties of papers and boards;
the impact of forces and stresses on papers and boards, stock forms, types and
sizes of papers and boards; processes and scales of production used to
manufacture papers and boards; specialist techniques, tools, equipment, processes,
surface treatments and finishes used with papers and boards.

Component 2
Students will undertake a project as part of their non-examination assessment. The
project will test students’ skills in investigating, designing, making and evaluating a
prototype of a product that will allow them to apply the skills they have acquired and
developed throughout their study.

Method of Assessment
Component 1 – 1DT0/1B. Written examination: 1hr 45 minutes, 50% of the
qualification.
Component 2 – 1DT0/02. Non-examined assessment: 50% of the qualification.

Examination Board
Edexcel GCSE in Design Technology: Papers and boards 1DT0

Career Opportunities
The study of this subject is an excellent preparation for A Level Product Design.
Career links include Graphic Design, Engineering, Architecture, Printing and
Publishing, Product Design, Animation, Advertising.

Further information from
Mrs S Martin (Teacher of Technology)

38



Religious Studies (GCSE)

This is an exciting optional full course GCSE that gives students the opportunity to
start studying ethical and philosophical issues. It helps students to become aware of
issues of local, national and global concern, placing them in spiritual and moral
contexts. By understanding the beliefs and practices of Christianity and Islam and
world views, students can make connections between belief and action. Through a
consideration of the beliefs behind environmental action, for example, students can
become aware of the connections between beliefs, lifestyles and ultimate questions.
The course enables students to evaluate ethical issues, and express their views
using reasoned arguments and students can enhance their capacity and desire to
make a positive contribution to debates and decisions in their own lives as well as in
wider society. This is a fantastic opportunity to prepare students for life in a
multicultural society.

Topics Covered
Relationships and Families
Life issues
War and Peace
Human Rights and Social Justice

Method of Assessment
Assessment will be through two separate 1 hour 45 minute examinations. Students
will be required to answer four five-part questions of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks.

Examination Board
The course followed will be AQA’s ‘Religious Studies A’ and is 100% exam based.

Career Opportunities
There are numerous careers that value a background in Ethics, Philosophy and
Religious Studies such as Teaching, Law, Medicine, Journalism, Administration and
Health and Social Work. In addition to the topics studied, the skills this course
provides you with, such as analytical skills, questioning techniques, essay writing,
discussion and, of course, the broader understanding of the world, are extremely
beneficial in a variety of careers.

Further information from
Ms A Sellick (Head of RE)
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Resistant Materials (GCSE)

Resistant Materials GCSE builds on the skills and knowledge that students have
developed in KS3 Design Technology and enables students to understand and apply
iterative design processes through which they explore, create and evaluate a range
of outcomes. Students will use creativity and imagination to design and build
products primarily using wood that solve real and relevant problems, considering
their own and others’ needs, wants and values. It gives students opportunities to
apply knowledge from other disciplines, including Mathematics, Science, Art and
Design, Computing and the Humanities.

Topics Covered

Component 1
The content is divided into two sections; Core Content and Timbers.

Core Content includes – New and emerging technologies, critical evaluation, ethics,
the environment, modern, smart, composite and technical materials; mechanical
devices, electronic systems, programmable components; the categorisation and
properties of metals, timbers, textiles and polymers; design strategies and
techniques.

Timbers includes – Sources, origins and properties of timbers; the impact of forces
and stresses on timbers, stock forms, types and sizes of timbers; processes and
scales of production used with natural and manufactured timbers; specialist
techniques, tools, equipment, processes, surface treatments and finishes used with
timbers.

Component 2
Students will undertake a project as part of their non-examination assessment. The
project will test students’ skills in investigating, designing, making and evaluating a
prototype of a product that will allow them to apply the skills they have acquired and
developed throughout their study.

Method of Assessment
Component 1 – 1DT0/1B. Written examination: 1hr 45 mins, 50% of the qualification.
Component 2 – 1DT0/02. Non-examined assessment: 50% of the qualification.

Examination Board
Edexcel GCSE in Design Technology: Timbers 1DT0

Career Opportunities
The study of this subject is an excellent preparation for A Level Product Design.
Career links include Engineering, Architecture, Carpentry, Joinery, Product Design
and Construction.

Further information from
Ms S Martin (Teacher of Technology)
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Textiles (GCSE)

Textiles GCSE builds on the skills and knowledge that students have developed in
Key Stage 3 Design Technology and enables students to understand and apply
iterative design processes through which they explore, create and evaluate a range
of outcomes. Students will use creativity and imagination to design and make
products using fibres, yarns and fabrics that solve real and relevant problems,
considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. It gives students
opportunities to apply knowledge from other disciplines, including Mathematics,
Science, Art and Design, Computing and the Humanities.

Topics Covered

Component 1
The content is divided into two sections; Core Content and Textiles.

Core Content includes – New and emerging technologies, critical evaluation, ethics,
the environment, modern, smart, composite and technical materials; mechanical
devices, electronic systems, programmable components; the categorisation and
properties of metals, timbers, textiles and polymers; design strategies and
techniques.

Textiles includes – Sources, origins and properties of fibres and fabrics; the impact of
forces and stresses on fibres and fabrics, stock forms, types and sizes of fibres and
fabrics; processes and scales of production used to manufacture fibres, fabrics and
textile products; specialist techniques, tools, equipment, processes, surface
treatments and finishes used with fibres and fabrics.

Component 2
Students will undertake a project as part of their non-examination assessment. The
project will test students’ skills in investigating, designing, making and evaluating a
prototype of a product that will allow them to apply the skills they have acquired and
developed throughout their study.

Method of Assessment
Component 1 – 1DT0/1E. Written examination: 1hr 45 minutes, 50% of the
qualification.
Component 2 – 1DT0/02. Non-examined assessment: 50% of the qualification.

Examination Board
Edexcel GCSE in Design Technology: Textiles 1DT0

Career Opportunities
The study of this subject is an excellent preparation for A Level Product Design and
or Textiles. Career links include Fashion, Interior Design, Manufacturing, Retail
Buying and Merchandising

Further information from
Miss P Ozier (Head of Technology), Mrs S Martin (Teacher of Technology)
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