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Parents’ evenings - seeking your views

Happy New Year and welcome back.  I hope you had a wonderful and restful break.

Parents’ evenings are a vitally important part of the school year, a critical chance for you to meet
with your child’s teachers and discuss their progress. We know how important these are to you, as
before Covid we had 96-98% attendance at these, which is much higher than any other school I
have worked in.

When Covid struck we had to go online with our parents’ evenings and as things returned to normal
we asked you the question whether you wanted them to remain online or return to face-to-face. At
that time, you voted around 60-40 to remain online and so that is what we did.

However, we also said that we would ask you again in the future, and now is that time.

Advocates of online parents’ evenings would argue that:

● They are easier for busy, working families, especially those who have to commute to work.

● They are in keeping with the ‘new way’ of working across many employment sectors and that
the use of technology in this way is now normalised.

● They provide more privacy and intimacy than a meeting in a crowded hall or canteen, where
you can be overheard and there is background noise.

mailto:parentmail@hemelschool.com
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:absence@hemelschool.com
mailto:6thformabsence@hemelschool.com
http://www.thehhex.com


● The online booking system allows you to pick those teachers you want to see and know
exactly when you will see them.

● Parking at face-to-face events is an issue, even though we remind parents and carers to
please walk if they can, and there is congestion and pollution for parents and our neighbours
alike.

Advocates of face-to-face parents’ evenings would argue that:

● Interpersonal interaction is vital to form Relationships, and that is one of our core values

● That nothing really replicates the quality of a face-to-face conversation.

● You are more likely to be able to meet with every teacher as the length of appointments can
flex (most are actually less than five minutes), you can watch the queues, catch people when
they are less busy etc.

● The technology is not reliable for all, and although the school can ensure their system is
robust we don’t know what your home system, or virus software etc is set up like and this
can cause connection problems.

● The school can use the opportunity to check your contact details, which is vital for
safeguarding.

● Social interaction with other parents and carers helps develop networks and friendships.

● Many of our parents and carers have not set foot in the school for three years.

One thing you might be thinking is, can there not be a hybrid of both? We have researched this
thoroughly and found that schools which have tried it have soon abandoned it as it is just two
complex to coordinate. The two approaches are just so different they cannot effectively work
side-by-side.

Therefore I would like to ask you again for your opinions. The survey below will only take one
minute to complete and your views are important to us and we will honour and act upon them.

https://forms.gle/iFEfJJNVM9J3VJxi9
Thank you very much in advance.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Year 9 Key Stage 4 Options

This week year nine received an assembly to officially start the process through which they will
choose the optional subjects they will follow at Key Stage 4. During their next PACE lesson they
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will be shown how to log their choices online. Everything you need to know to be able to support
your child through the process can be found in the KS4 Options Booklet, which is accessible on the
'How We Support' section of the school website, under 'Year 9 Options' (this link will take you
directly to it!) That web page also contains a link to a folder of videos produced by Heads of
Department giving some useful details about their subjects. Students will be encouraged to speak
to staff in school and you at home about the best options for them, so please be active in having
these conversations.

You will have an opportunity yourselves to speak to teachers at the Year 9 Parents’ Evening on
Thursday 19th January. The deadline for having choices logged is Thursday 9th February.
There can be no extension to this date due to the processes that follow to ensure we have a
timetable ready for the following September.

If you have any further questions about the options process please contact your child's form tutor
via parentmail@hemelschool.com

Mr L Smith
Director of Learning - Year 9

Year 7 House Writing Competition: 100 Word Story Competition

At the end of the year, year seven were invited to take part in the first ever House Writing
Competition. Students were challenged to write a 100 word story on the theme of change.

The judges were impressed with the variety of genres, vocabulary and literary techniques. Many
were entertaining, many were thought-provoking and many house points were awarded.
Congratulations to all students who entered the competition and we hope you enjoyed it and
consider entering more writing competitions in the future.

Although we initially wanted to offer first, second and third places, the judges found it very difficult to
choose and voted to offer two first prizes instead. As you can see below both Henry and Lily
created texts that were interesting, inventive and worthy winners of their Amazon vouchers. Well
done to you both.

Miss S Norris
English Department

100 Word Story by Henry Bailey 7G

An arrow, whistling towards me. That was the last I saw before… darkness.

My eyes snapped open, scanning the devastation. I was horrified. Fallen friends littered the
once beautiful meadow - now a graveyard. Suddenly, I saw someone twitch. By pure instinct, I
scrambled over, ignoring the agony.

I gasped - I knew that armour. Without warning, a malicious voice broke the silence.
‘Help me.’
I stared, appalled.
‘Join me, you know what's best. We could be great together.’

He was right. I did know what was best. I unsheathed my sword, and despite the King's howls,
drove it into his chest.

Change of Climate by Lily Townsend 7F

I looked forlornly out the darkly tinted window at the old park below, plastic trees swaying
robotically.
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It used to be so verdant and vibrant, until the spiralling temperatures became unendurable.

A few figures dashed into the shade of the covered walkways, while a singular car swept silently
past the gates.

“I used to play down there when I was young, before the heat came.”

A subtle nod was the only reply.

“I wish something could have been done sooner”.

Another nod.

I drifted back into my trance, gazing across the sorrowful landscape.

New House Writing Competition: 100 Words

All students are now invited to write their own 100 word story on the theme of ‘Hope’.

Entries need to be sent to englishcompetitions@hemelschool.com and received by 3:30pm on
Friday 10th February.

There are house points for every entry and Amazon voucher prizes for first, second and third place.

Good luck!

National Writing Competitions closing in February:

● Perse Research’s Year 9 Aristotelian Award is open to students in Year 9;
● The Canterbury Tales Writing Competition;
● The Elmbridge Literary Competition ;
● The Japan Society is running a haiku competition is for students aged 15 and under;
● Voices;
● The Henry Williamson Society Schools Writing Competition;
● New College of Humanities essay competition for students in Year 12.

Miss Norris
English Department

LEGO CLUB

Monday lunchtimes in W2

Starts next       Monday

16th Jan 2023
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DSPL8 Parent/Carer Communication; Dacorum SEND courses, support & information for
families

Please use the links below to view the available parent/carer courses and events:

https://dacorumdspl.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Dacorum-Parenting-Course-Brochu
re-Spring-2023.pdf

https://dacorumdspl.org.uk/online-resources-for-parents-and-carers-2/

House Sports News
It's that time of year for House Football and Netball...the dates have been set and the sign up
sheets are now available:

Date Year Group Time of School Day

Monday 23rd January Year 7 Lunch

Tuesday 24th January Year 8 Lunch

Wednesday 25th January Year 9 (Netball only)* Lunch

Thursday 26th January Year 10 Lunch

Friday 27th January Year 11 Lunch

Monday 30th January Year 12 and 13 Lunch

*Year 9 House Football - Thursday 2nd Feb due to staff availability on the day.

Kit requirements: HHS PS kit, shin pads (Football), boots or trainers (Football), trainers (Netball)
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House Football Sign up links for students

Year 7 - https://forms.gle/GLpbxwn8eMtJTdUW9
Year 8 - https://forms.gle/GFs7bXHhZhV5byHu8
Year 9 - https://forms.gle/qC7tp5rpDERKGyWg8
Year 10 - https://forms.gle/No7nXT6tYFxtveqRA

Year 11 - https://forms.gle/2RWEBxNMCDkSni3WA
Year 12/13 - https://forms.gle/JZwrRHEWaj1WAUvG8

House Netball Sign up links for students

Year 7 - https://forms.gle/3iww43Xq95d5yCxz6
Year 8 - https://forms.gle/GjfJSUKmFGcC5yn5A

Year 9 - https://forms.gle/zjp6cDsg2okXtofG6
Year 10 - https://forms.gle/PwWYesAaVwH8VwAJ9
Year 11 - https://forms.gle/wMhnhEebodeADDp77
Year 12/13 - https://forms.gle/BkAJtiJ1aD9tGgMN9

Waterways Experiences (FAO parents of SEND students Y9-13)

We are pleased to be able to confirm that we will be running our Enable residential canal trips in
2023 for young people with special needs.  Check out our Open Day in January 2023.

We are hoping to run four trips during July/August 2023 -
29 July - 5 August,
5 - 12 August,
12 - 19 August and
19 - 26 August.

Here is the link to a brief flyer that describes the trip and how it can provide a great deal of fun but
also great benefits for all the young people on board. This is the link to the Application Form which
can be completed online.

There are six places available on each trip. They will be accompanied by a team of six Waterways
Experiences volunteers. The core of this team will be experienced in looking after and working with
young people with special needs - and are also proficient boat handlers. We also hope to have
younger volunteers (late teens/early twenties) who will bring some youthful enthusiasm to the
activities we have planned.

There is no charge for these trips. Waterways Experiences raises funds from its own work hiring
out our boats and from donations from generous individuals and other fundraising charities. We
always appreciate donations towards these trips to help secure funding for future trips.
For more information about Waterways Experiences, you can visit our website
www.wexp.org.uk

From the applications we receive we select those young people whose needs we feel we can meet
both as individuals and as a group. We then arrange for a home visit to each young person and
conduct a more in-depth assessment of their needs and interests. These trips are open to young
people between the ages of 14 and 25.
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The application form needs to be completed as soon as possible – but at the latest by the end of
March. We will be reviewing all applications at the beginning of April and will arrange home visits as
soon as possible after then.

An Open Day has been arranged for Saturday the 14th January 2023 10:00 - 14:00 hrs at our base:
Nash Mills Recreation Centre in Nash Mills Lane, Kings Langley, HP3 9TE.  (The entrance is
opposite the Red Lion pub, beside the railway bridge on the A4251 between Apsley and Kings
Langley.

If you are thinking of applying but not sure, then come down to the Open Day to see the boats and
meet some of our volunteers.

Please provide us with your contact details if you are planning to attend the Open Day as light
refreshments will be provided or contact us at enable@wexp.org.uk.
Please also see the flyer at the end of the newsletter.

Maria McBride
Enable Co-ordinator

Job Opportunities at The Hemel Hempstead School

We currently have a number of vacancies, including Cover Supervisor, Attendance, Behaviour &
Intervention Officer and PE Technician.

Further details can be found at: https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job.htm?schoolid=592

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For…

Repairing instruments in the music department ahead of the Christmas Concert -
Freddie Sullivan, Sol Stafford, Jack Dobson

1st place in the Mentoring Competition - Megan Parana-Thanthirige,
Frankie Kennealy

2nd place in the Mentoring Competition - Caitlin Bailey, Olivia Swaddling
3rd pace in the Mentoring Competition - Shahana Abdul-Rasheed, Florence Dye

Certificate of commendation in the Mentoring Competition -
Isla Hancock, Lillian Groves

Excellent Achievement for…

Showing strong community spirit over numerous local events - Lauren Duvall
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Gold Letters

Letter 60 - Year 9 Theatre Trip to ‘Wicked’
Letter 61 - GCSE Classical Civilisation, British Museum Trip

Letter 62 Year 10 Work Experience
Letter 63 Year 12 Visit to Whipsnade Zoo

Letter 64 Pulse T-Shirts Letter

Fixtures

Monday 16th January - Y8 Basketball v JFK (H) 3:30 - 6:00 pm
Monday 16th January - Y11 Basketball v Longdean (A) 3:30 - 6:00 pm
Monday 16th January - Y8 & 9 Netball v Longdean (A) 3:45 - 4:45 pm
Tuesday 17th January - Y7B Football v Laureate (A) 2:00 - 4:45 pm
Tuesday 17th January - Y11 Netball v Ashlyns (H) 3:30 - 5:30 pm

Friday 20th January - Y11 Football v KLS (H) 3:30 - 6:00 pm
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Wednesday 18th January - Y11 Trip to National Army Museum
Wednesday 18th January - Y9 Theatre Trip to see Wicked The Musical

Thursday 19th January - Y9 Parent Consultation Evening 4.30pm - 8.00pm
Monday 23rd January - GCSE Art/Graphics Trial Exam
Tuesday 24th January - GCSE Art/Graphics Trial Exam

Wednesday 25th January - Y8 Theatre Trip to Lion King (selected students)
Monday 6th February - Y12 Biology Trip to Whipsnade Zoo

Thursday 9th February - Y7 Parent Consultation Evening 4.30 - 8.00pm
Friday 10th February - Y9 Careers Day

Thursday 23rd February - Y12 Parent Consultation Evening 4.30 - 8.00pm

TERM DATES

Academic Year 2022/23

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Wednesday 18th July

Monday 8th May - Extra Bank Holiday

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Attachments

1. Letter from Edwards and Blake
2. Inflation Communication from Edwards and Blake
3. Young People’s Sanctuary flyer
4. Beezee Bodies Healthy Lifestyles Courses
5. HCC Winter Health Leaflet
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