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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442
390103, for sixth form absence please call 01442 251732 or email

6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables your message to reach our absence teams first
thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

Normal uniform next week

We have over the past few days relaxed uniform to let students wear extra warm layers and
different shoes in the snow.  Over the weekend the weather will warm so we will return to our usual
high standard of uniform, please:

● All students must have a blazer on at all times, unless specifically told by a teacher.
● The only things which can be worn under a blazer are a branded jumper, or a charcoal grey,

unbranded, v-neck jumper.
● All students must wear plain, black, sturdy, polishable, leather shoes.
● For safety reasons, jewellery such as rings, necklaces and bracelets should not be worn.
● All students should have a warm, waterproof coat, worn outside their blazer and taken off in

lessons.

For reference our full uniform code is here

Happy Christmas

Jack Frost has helped us add a little festive cheer and a suitable snow-white backdrop to the last
few days of this term. Tuesday at break and lunch was a lovely moment; children, being children,
playing together in the snow. Year Seven right through to Sixth Form (yes, I did see you, boys) just
having fun in the most innocent and joyous way.

I have been sorry to hear about how many of our young people (and staff for that matter) are
suffering with chest and ear infections at the moment. Our immune systems have, ironically, been
weakened by the lockdowns put in place to protect us from a much more dangerous and less
forgiving virus over the last two winters. To anyone suffering I wish you a speedy recovery and
hope that you are fighting fit for a lovely Christmas with friends and family.
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The final week of term is just three days, but we aim to cram a lot in, and we are very excited to
host TV presenter and marine biologist Monty Halls at the school’s annual prize-giving celebration.

On the 20th December between 5pm and 6pm, you can come and meet Monty, a former Royal
Marine, and presenter of ‘Commando: Britain’s Ocean Warriors’, which starred our former student
Dominic Burger, at the school.

He will be signing copies of his latest books. There is a voluntary donation for this event with all
proceeds going to Monty’s charities: the Sharks Trust and The Royal Marines Charity. We are
honoured to be welcoming Monty to our school, where, as well as the book signing, he will be
doing an examination preparation session with Year Eleven and then delivering the keynote at our
senior prize giving.

The last day of term is then Mistletoe Day, that fine and cherished Hemel Hempstead School
tradition where the Sixth Form takes over the school for the day and raises spirits and a huge
amount of money for charity.  Mistletoe Day is a non-uniform day, £2 per person.

Students will be dismissed from 1pm on Wednesday the 21st. The first day back for all students is
Thursday the 5th January 2023.

Which just leaves it for me to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous
New Year.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

HHS Christmas Card Competition Winning Entry
Caitlin Davis 8F



End of Term Reports

As you are aware, we suffered a cyber attack earlier this term and the fall-out from this continues to
present issues for our systems and our schedule.

Unfortunately, the cyber attack has meant that we have no remote access to our reporting system,
from home, and we were unable to gain access to it in school until later than we had hoped.
Consequently, despite their very best efforts, staff have not been able to complete our end of term
reports by the deadline required for publication before Christmas.

Reports, therefore, will be issued to all year groups at the start of the new term, in January,

We apologise for the inconvenience but we hope you understand that these have been
extraordinary circumstances.

Diane Heale
Director of Learning

Sixth Form Applications

A reminder that our Sixth Form application deadline for September 2023 entry is Friday 13th
January 2023. Talks by the Headteacher, Head of Sixth Form and our Head Students are still
available to view on the Sixth Form area of the school website, along with subject information
(including a talk), our entry requirements, and details on how to apply for the Sixth Form. We would
encourage students to take the time to fully research and consider their chosen options before
submitting their application. If students change their mind about options after submitting, the form
can be edited to reflect their new choices.

We would encourage all Year 11 students to apply even if they are currently considering an option
other than the Sixth Form. It is important that students keep their options open as much as possible
until GCSE results day.

All Year 11 students will receive a guidance meeting to discuss their chosen options once the
application window has closed.

Mr P Bryson
Head of Sixth Form

Free School Meals Over Christmas

HCC have chosen to provide supermarket vouchers for every child in Hertfordshire that is entitled
to benefit-related free school meals for the Christmas 2022 holiday period. Each entitled child will
receive digital supermarket vouchers to the value of £50.

Due to technical difficulties with the Edenred ordering system, we have not yet been able to place
our order. We will do so as soon as the system is available again. Vouchers will be delivered via
email next week.

Mrs Avey
Business Manager



Mistletoe Day 2022

The annual charity fundraising event ‘Mistletoe Day’ will be
happening on the final day of term; Wednesday 21st December. This
event is organised and hosted by our Year 12 students and they
have selected DENS Foodbank and The Hemel Hempstead
Community Fridge Project as their designated charities.

Most people know DENS as the homeless charity for people in
Dacorum. In fact, DENS do so much more than just provide a roof
and a bed. Their aim is to be the first port of call for people in
Dacorum who are facing homelessness, poverty and social exclusion; to support and empower
them to take the next positive step in their lives. It is a sad reality that, all across our community,
vulnerable individuals and families find themselves struggling with empty cupboards and empty
fridges, wondering where the next meal is coming from. Run in partnership with The Trussell Trust,
DENS Foodbank can provide up to three food parcels to anyone in the community who is
struggling. Food parcels are distributed via their Foodbank in Hemel Hempstead, as well as other
local distribution centres across Dacorum. Foodbank staff can also signpost visitors to relevant
agencies for support to help prevent them facing food poverty and an ongoing crisis. More
information can be found on their website: www.dens.org.uk.

Based at Highfield Community Centre, The Hemel Hempstead Community Fridge is a place where
you can get good surplus food for free or donate food you know you won’t eat. The project aims to
put a stop to good food needlessly going to landfill, and to fill our bellies. The Community Fridge is
for everybody. More information can be found on Twitter at @Hemelfridge or their Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/HemelFridge.

Mistletoe Day is a non-uniform day and we would request that students donate £2 for this. This
donation can be made via our Just Giving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mistletoeday.

Each year group will spend 25 minutes at the Mistletoe Day event in the hall; details of these times
will be given to students prior to the end of term. There will be a number of activities, games and
stalls on offer for which students will need to bring money into school in order to participate (most
will cost between 50p and £1). Year 12 will also be selling cakes, sweets and drinks. We request
that students do not bring bank notes in. Change will be in short supply so it would be appreciated
if students could bring in coins of mixed denominations.

Activities at Mistletoe Day may include face painting, nail painting, and temporary transfer tattoos. If
you do not wish your child to participate in any of these activities please make this clear to them
before they come to school.

Mistletoe Day is a long running and highly successful charity fund-raising tradition at the school and
we hope that this year, with your support, the students can continue to contribute to our local
community in this positive way.

Mr P Bryson
Head of Sixth Form
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For students in receipt of FSM

What will your kids be doing this Christmas Holidays?

Are they in need of action-packed days with the added benefit of a
free meal? If so, HAPpy Holiday Camps are taking place across
Hertfordshire this winter and might be just the answer!

It’s all thanks to Hertfordshire County Council who have joined
forces with the Herts Sports Partnership to organise a huge
programme of activity for the school holidays.

Activities will be running in different venues across the county for children and young people in
receipt of benefits-related free school meals, and all include a nutritious meal each day.

As an eligible family you can book for free using your unique HAPpy Booking Code. When
prompted, please make sure you enter the whole code, which includes the + symbol which is found
in the middle of the code.

Your unique code is: 6NQ+ML
You will be able to search for activities using your postcode or child’s age – places are limited and
strictly on a first come basis so be quick and book online from Monday 21st November 2022. at
https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/booking

Need help? Hertfordshire Libraries have computers you can use, and friendly staff who will be able
to help.

Additionally, there are a range of fun online enrichment activities to look through, with ideas for
learning more about arts and crafts, history, music, and theatre, plus ways to keep your family
active for 60 minutes each day! View these at https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/haf/enrichment

Lastly, our information page has links to a variety of organisations and advice you and your family
may find useful. Visit this at https://sportinherts.org.uk/useful-local-service

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For…

Producing an outstanding piece of choreography as an independent project:
Laine Devlin, Lucy Smith

Members of the craft club for decorating the Christmas Tree at St John's Church:
Sondes Dohdal, Sum Yi Lor, Krishna Vekaria
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Fixtures

Monday 19th December - Y10 County Cup 3rd Round v John Warner (A) 2:00pm KO
Monday 19th December - Y11 Football v Tring (H) 4:00pm KO

Monday 19th December - Y9 Basketball v JFK (H) 4:00-5:00pm
Tuesday 20th December - Y9 Rugby v Longdean (A) 2:30pm KO



Tuesday 20th December - Meet and Greet with Monty Halls, 5.00pm - 6.00pm
Tuesday 20th December - Senior Prizegiving, 7.30pm - 10.00pm, Hall (invitation only)

Wednesday 21st December - Mistletoe Day & Last Day of Term (finish time 1pm)
Thursday 5th January - Y13 Parent Consultation Evening 4.00pm - 7.00pm

Friday 6th January - Year 7,8 & 9 Nasal Flu
Friday 6th January - GCSE/A Level Dance Theatre Trip

Thursday 12th January - Y11 Parent Consultation Evening 4.00pm - 7.00pm
Wednesday 18th January - Y11 Trip to National Army Museum

Thursday 19th January - Y9 Parent Consultation Evening 4.00pm - 7.00pm

TERM DATES

Academic Year 2022/23

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Attachments

1. Herts Happy Holiday Activity Winter Camp
2. Letter from Public Health re Scarlet Fever and Strep A
3. Hemel Storm v London Sharks
4. Winter Safety Tips














