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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

Ofsted!

We were really excited to have Ofsted back. We have been waiting a little over a year now for them
to come and do a full Graded Inspection, which looks at every aspect of school life, and it was a
privilege to show off our wonderful school and your wonderful children to them this week.

The report and its content cannot be discussed until it is published in January but I can say that we
are very happy and it went really well.

The highlight for me was watching our children talk about and demonstrate our Values and their
character; one inspector commented, after spending an hour with our Student Senior Leadership
Team, “the best conversation I have had with students in 28 years in education”.

That is the kind of incredibly humbling and proud moment that every Headteacher lives for.

I am bursting with pride in our students, staff and community - we got to show off our gorgeous
school - and can now look forward to a wonderful Christmas week and a half of Christmas jumper
day, music concerts, movie nights, a trip to Paris, and of course Mistletoe Day.

Please remember that Monday 12th December is an INSET day, with the school closed to all
students and that on the last day of term, Wednesday 21st December, students go home from 1pm.

Cashless Catering and the Cyber Attack

You will be aware that since the Cyber Attack over half-term, our cashless catering system has
been unavailable.  During this time we have been manually recording all purchases made by pupils.

We are hopeful that the system will become operational today. Our canteen staff will then begin the
process of charging all purchases to pupils' accounts. This process will likely take some days and if
your child/ren uses the canteen regularly, there will likely be numerous transactions against their
account/s.

Please do not worry about the volume or value of transactions at this stage.
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Please do not try to pay it all off, or worry that you might not be able to.

We have absolutely no intention to put anyone in a difficult position (especially this close to
Christmas) due to this cyber attack, or which we are all the innocent victims.

However, please speak to your child/ren about their canteen use over the last 6 weeks.

If your child/ren regularly used the canteen, we would recommend that their account is topped up
with an amount equivalent to their normal spend for a 6 week period. Most children spend £15 to
£20 per week, i.e. £3 to £4 per day.

We are aware that some parents may see much larger charges against accounts than they would
normally expect and we plan to assess the impact of this with a view to supporting families who may
have excessive charges.

We will be in touch later to explain how we will do this. We cannot formulate a plan until we know
the scale of the problem. We cannot assess the scale of the problem without charging your child's
accounts.

We are sorry it had to be this way around, it simply is just not possible for us to see where a
problem might exist without charging your child's account first.

Thank you for your patience and understanding over this.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

HHS Debating Society

Five weeks ago we set off on a new venture, to see if there was an appetite for formal schools’
debating. I called a meeting and was overwhelmed at the response - some 25 students and 3
members of staff. More remarkable was the diverse range of students, including representation
from Y13 all the way to Y7. I explained the format and structure as well as the process and we set
up our first debate for the following week. Again, over 25 students and 5 members of staff. The
following week saw 32 students in attendance.
The record so far reads as follows:

This House believes that: Winning team
Winning
debater

15.11.22 Immigration should be unrestricted Corwen & Archie Corwen

22.11.22 Parents should be held responsible for their parents misdemeanours Hazeema & Frazer Hazeema

29.11.22 Social Media is more beneficial than harmful to society Matilda & Mehrab Matilda

6.12.22 England should have boycotted the World Cup in Qatar Archie & Barnaby David

13.12.22 ....in free speech

Anyone is welcome to join us on Tuesday lunchtimes in M11
Mr Saunders



Visit from Monty Halls

On Tuesday 20th December TV presenter and naturalist Monty Halls is visiting the school to talk to
our students.  He is also doing a free meet and greet between 5-6pm at the school, where copies of
his latest books will be available for purchase.  We will also be collecting donations for the Shark
Trust and the Royal Marines charity.  If you would like to attend please email
admin@hhs.herts.sch.uk

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For…

For winning the Christmas card competition - Caitlin Davis
For being runners up in the Christmas card competition - Sondes Dahdal, Sum Yi Lor and

Imogen Whiting

Excellent Achievement For…

For taking part in a Remembrance parade - Holly Jewell
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Fixtures

Tuesday 13th December - Year 7 Rugby v Tring (A) 1.30pm
Tuesday 13th December - Year 9 Netball v Adeyfield (A) 3.30pm

Tuesday 13th December - Senior Netball v Tring (H) 3.30pm
Wednesday 14th December - Year 7 & 11 v Astley Cooper (A) 3.30pm

Thursday 15th December - Year 11 Football v Kings Langley (H) 3.30pm
Thursday 15th December - Year 8 Netball v Kings (H) 3.30pm

Friday 16th December - Year 9A v Longdean A (H) 4.00pm



Friday 9th December - Christmas Concert 7pm in School Hall
Sunday 11th December - A Level Drama Exam Rehearsal 10am - 4pm, PA3/4

Monday 12th December - INSET day - school closed to students
Tuesday 13th December - Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

Wednesday 14th December - School Christmas Lunch Available
Thursday 15th December - A Level Practical Exam Drama, 4pm - 9pm, PA3/4

Thursday 15th December - Years 7,8 & 9 Christmas Movie Night
Tuesday 20th December- Meet and greet with Monty Halls 5pm-6pm

Tuesday 20th December - Senior Prizegiving, 7.30pm - 10pm, Hall (invitation only)
Wednesday 21st December - Mistletoe Day & Last Day of Term (school closes at 1pm)

Friday 6th January - Year 7,8 & 9 Nasal Flu

TERM DATES

Academic Year 2022/23

Autumn Term 22/23

Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Wednesday 21st December - Last Day of Term - school finishes at 1pm

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Attachments:

1. What parents need to know about HiPAL
2. Gade Schools Family Support 1:1 Advice Sessions






