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Keeping our high standards

I am very proud of the fact that, in a student-led process, we changed our uniform code a while
back to make it gender neutral, inclusive and to reduce branding; saving the average parent/carer
around £85.

During the current cost of living crisis, we know that this has made a real difference.

It is therefore very saddening, that in the last few weeks, for a small number of students, the new
uniform code has become an opportunity to break the rules and to wear whatever they want.

Our students regularly tell us (like just this week in Student Council) that they want us to be
consistent in enforcing our uniform code, so that we celebrate and thank the 97%+ who are doing
the right thing, every day. So, when a student occasionally gets it wrong, we issue a reminder in
the form of a C1. No detention, no big deal, just a reminder. However, when the same children
are doing the same thing repeatedly, in some cases more than once in the same day, often five
days a week, we must issue detentions, and stronger sanctions as this form of defiance
undermines our core values of Relationship, Responsibility and Reflection.

So that parents and carers can be completely clear - our uniform code is here - on our website.

● Students must not be wearing rings and bracelets as they are dangerous for practical
lessons and can cause injury.

● Students should not be wearing trainers as they do not provide adequate protection, support
or waterproofing.

● Students can wear a charcoal grey v-neck jumper, such as the ones that cost a few pounds
in a supermarket, but should not be wearing designer sweatshirts, ¾ zips, round necks,
windbreakers, baselayers or hoodies under their blazer.

● Blazers must be worn.

I am hugely grateful to all of our parents and carers for ensuring that your child(ren) is/are leaving
the house in the morning wearing the correct uniform, and wearing it properly.

You chose this school because of its high standards and reputation. Thank you for being part of
ensuring that is always the case. We maintain high standards in everything, including uniform,
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because the small things matter in making the big things (your child's future examination success)
a reality.

As the winter draws in, we would also want
every student to have a sensible winter
coat. We do not have rules about them
having to be dark colours as we believe
this is dangerous, as this image shows. A
good school coat is warm, waterproof, has
your child's name in it, and is worn over,
not under their blazer and is taken off
indoors.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

We are very grateful to Christmas Tree Place in Berkhamsted for donating our Christmas Tree.
Christmas Tree Place grows and sells Christmas Trees from their farm just off the A41, Chesham
junction, HP4 2SZ.

Their website is www.christmastreeplace.co.uk

http://www.christmastreeplace.co.uk/


Christmas Jumper Day is Back!

This year we are introducing The Big Christmas Jumper
Swap .  Students can bring in their old jumpers to donate or
swap during the event on Monday 5th December at
lunchtime.  Jumpers can be dropped off in Art3 before the
event.

Christmas Jumper Day
itself will take place on
Friday 9th December, where students are invited to wear
their Christmas jumpers in addition to their normal school
uniform, with a £2 donation.

To donate this year you can use our Just Giving page below,
or text HHSSAVE 2,5 or 10 to 70050

Thank you
Miss Thompson

https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/amy-thompson-christmas-jumper-da

Mistletoe Day Student Raffle

A few of the Sixth Form students are organising a Christmas Raffle to be
held on Mistletoe Day as part of the festivities. Any donations for prizes
would be most welcome (no alcohol please!). Please drop off at either
Reception or Student Services.  Thank you in advance!
Lauren Dowie
Year 12

https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/amy-thompson-christmas-jumper-day


For students in receipt of FSM

What will your kids be doing this Christmas Holidays?

Are they in need of action-packed days with the added benefit of a
free meal? If so, HAPpy Holiday Camps are taking place across
Hertfordshire this winter and might be just the answer!

It’s all thanks to Hertfordshire County Council who have joined forces
with the Herts Sports Partnership to organise a huge programme of
activity for the school holidays.

Activities will be running in different venues across the county for
children and young people in receipt of benefits-related free school meals, and all include a
nutritious meal each day.

As an eligible family you can book for free using your unique HAPpy Booking Code. When
prompted, please make sure you enter the whole code, which includes the + symbol which is
found in the middle of the code.

Your unique code is: 6NQ+ML
You will be able to search for activities using your postcode or child’s age – places are limited and
strictly on a first come basis so be quick and book online from Monday 21st November 2022. at
https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/booking

Need help? Hertfordshire Libraries have computers you can use, and friendly staff who will be able
to help.

Additionally, there are a range of fun online enrichment activities to look through, with ideas for
learning more about arts and crafts, history, music, and theatre, plus ways to keep your family
active for 60 minutes each day! View these at https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/haf/enrichment

Lastly, our information page has links to a variety of organisations and advice you and your family
may find useful. Visit this at https://sportinherts.org.uk/useful-local-service

Hello from Waterways Experiences (FAO parents of SEND students Y9-13)

We are pleased to be able to confirm that we will be running our Enable residential canal trips in
2023 for young people with special needs.  Check out our Open Day in January 2023.

We are hoping to run four trips during July/August -
29 July - 5 August,
5 - 12 August,
12 - 19 August and
19 - 26 August.
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Here is the link to a brief flyer that describes the trip and how it can provide a great deal of fun but
also great benefits for all the young people on board. This is the link to the Application Form
which can be completed online.

There are six places available on each trip. They will be accompanied by a team of six
Waterways Experiences volunteers. The core of this team will be experienced in looking after and
working with young people with special needs - and are also proficient boat handlers. We also
hope to have younger volunteers (late teens/early twenties) who will bring some youthful
enthusiasm to the activities we have planned.

There is no charge for these trips. Waterways Experiences raises funds from its own work hiring
out our boats and from donations from generous individuals and other fundraising charities. We
always appreciate donations towards these trips to help secure funding for future trips.
For more information about Waterways Experiences, you can visit our website
www.wexp.org.uk

From the applications we receive we select those young people whose needs we feel we can meet
both as individuals and as a group. We then arrange for a home visit to each young person and
conduct a more in-depth assessment of their needs and interests. These trips are open to young
people between the ages of 14 and 25.

The application form needs to be completed as soon as possible – but at the latest by the end of
March. We will be reviewing all applications at the beginning of April and will arrange home visits
as soon as possible after then.

An Open Day has been arranged for Saturday the 14th January 2023 10:00 - 14:00 hrs at our
base: Nash Mills Recreation Centre in Nash Mills Lane, Kings Langley, HP3 9TE. (The entrance is
opposite the Red Lion pub, beside the railway bridge on the A4251 between Apsley and Kings
Langley. You can use the what3words app with the following location reference:
models.caring.fade).

If you are thinking of applying but not sure, then come down to the Open Day to see the
boats and meet some of our volunteers.

Please provide us with your contact details if you are planning to attend the Open Day as light
refreshments will be provided or contact us at enable@wexp.org.uk.
Please also see the flyer at the end of the newsletter.

Best wishes
Maria McBride Enable Co-ordinator
Waterways Experiences
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DSPL8 News

The latest ‘DSPL8 Parent/Carer communication: Autumn Term’ & ‘Dacorum Parent/Carers courses
and support' newsletters are available to download from our website via the following link: Online
resources for parents and carers | DSPL
 
This fortnight’s communication includes:

● Mini Consultation for Parent Carers of Children with Autism/ADHD: 11.01.2023
● SEND Surgeries: 24.01.2023
● Emotional Based School Avoidance Online Coffee Morning 06.12.2022
● DSPL8 Parent/Carer Support Spring 2022
● Dacorum Parent/Carer courses and support from various local providers

Please also follow our social media pages for the most recent updates: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/dspldacorum 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/dspl_dacorum/

Kind Regards
DSPL 8 Team

Careers Insight this week:

Free opportunity for aspiring DOCTORS
Get into Medicine conferences of 2022 are coming up!
All aspiring doctors in Years 10 -12 are encouraged to register for our upcoming free, virtual Get
into Medicine conferences on:
Saturday 3rd December 10am - 3pm
Sunday 4th December 10am - 3pm
Students can register using this link: https://airtable.com/shr66li3bqG3ZpkPM

If students really want to get ahead on their application, they should register before the end of the
year. All attendees are awarded a Highly Commended Reference from the Presidents of Medic
Mentor to demonstrate to universities that they have gone one-step
further than other applicants.
Dr Siva and Dr Kennedy host these conferences to provide a comprehensive guide to the medical
application process. This is a fantastic opportunity for students to address any uncertainties they
have about getting into medicine with doctors and medical students. The Get into Medicine
Conference takes a deep dive into: Application Timelines, How to Tactically Choose Medical
Schools, CV Building, Personal Statements, Interview Schools, Medical Leadership and Awards
Programmes, How to, Access Work Experience, UCAT and BMAT - Entrance Exams to Medical
School, Accessing Scholarships.
Please note that all students must be accompanied by a parent/carer for
safeguarding purposes.
A thorough understanding of UCAS is half the battle, so we hope to see as many students there as
possible!
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This year, we’ve seen more students than ever applying to Medicine, so we’re so grateful for
all the hard work you’re doing to inspire the next generation of Doctors.
Dr Siva and Dr Kennedy are excited to meet students at the conference!

Broadcast hosted by Sellafield

Sellafield Ltd is a global centre for nuclear engineering management.
Degree Apprenticeships at Sellafield Ltd
Join us Tuesday 6th December @ 11:00am - Students to watch it on Demand if
interested
This broadcast includes apprentices that are undergoing their degree apprenticeships at
Sellafield.
They will be hearing what it is really like to be part of the degree apprenticeship scheme.
Don’t worry if you miss this broadcast, you can watch the ON DEMAND version located at
the bottom of the Sellafield Partner Page on the Jobs Live website and you will be able to
speak with the employers at any time on our Live Chat feature.
https://jobsliveuk.com/partner/sellafield-ltd/

Miss S Keane
Careers Coordinator

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For…

Representing and being a credit to the school at a talk to her primary schools year 6
class - Lacey Stanton

Excellent Achievement For…

Representing their Scout Groups and The Hemel Hempstead School at the local
Remembrance Parade - Charlotte Hawes, Megan Mitchell, Amber Wright and

Ava Slater

https://jobsliveuk.com/partner/sellafield-ltd/


Fixtures

Monday 5th December - Y9 Rugby v JFK (A) 2:30pm KO
Monday 5th December - Y8A Football v Ashlyns A (H) 4:00pm KO

Monday 5th December - Y9 Netball v Ashlyns 4:00-5:00pm
Tuesday 6th December - Y7 Rugby v Longdean (A) 1:30-4:00pm

Tuesday 6th December - Y10 Rugby v JFK (H) 2:30pm KO
Tuesday 6th December - Senior Netball v Berkhamsted SPORTSHALL 3:30-4:30pm

Tuesday 6th December - Y7B Boys Football v Astley Cooper (H) 4:00-5:45pm
Wednesday 7th December - Y9 County Cup Football v SJL (A) 2:00pm KO
Wednesday 7th December - Y7&11 Netball v Longdean (A) 3:30-5:30pm

Wednesday 7th December - Y7A Football v Parmiters (H) 4:00pm KO
Wednesday 7th December - SPORTSHALL Y8&9 v Laureate Academy 3:30-4:30pm

Friday 9th December - Y9B v Longean B (H) 4:00-5:30pm



Monday 5th December - Christmas Carol Concert - St John's Church, 7pm - 9.30pm
Friday 9th December - Christmas Concert 7pm in School Hall

Friday 9th December - Year 11 GCSE Choreographic Dance Exam
Friday 9th December - Christmas Jumper Day

Sunday 11th December - A Level Drama Exam Rehearsal 10am - 4pm, PA3/4
Tuesday 13th December - Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

Thursday 15th December - A Level Practical Exam Drama, 4pm - 9pm, PA3/4
Thursday 15th December - Years 7,8 & 9 Christmas Movie Night

Tuesday 20th December - Senior Prizegiving, 7.30pm - 10pm, Hall (invitation only)
Wednesday 21st December - Mistletoe Day & Last Day of Term (finish time TBC)

Friday 6th January - Year 7,8 & 9 Nasal Flu

TERM DATES

Academic Year 2022/23

Autumn Term 22/23

Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June



Attachments

1. Christmas Carol Service @ St. John’s Church
2. Hemel Hempstead School Christmas Concert
3. What parents/carers need to know about tiktok
4. Hemel Storm Basketball v Reading Rockets
5. Barracudas Activity Day Camps Discount
6. Emotional Based School Avoidance Coffee Morning
7. August Enable Canal Trip 2023
















