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Exciting times ahead!

Firstly, we are back, after a short hiatus due to the cyber attack. I would like to thank parents and
carers for their patience whilst we worked to get everything fixed.

It is a sad reality that schools and other public bodies are now targets for state-sponsored or
state-enabled cyber attacks like the one we have experienced, with industry experts reporting that
there have been over 1200 such attacks on schools this year, more than the healthcare or retail
sectors and nearly half as many as the finance sector.

We can now talk to you all again, but the cashless catering system is still being rebuilt and we will
update you more on that after the long weekend. Most importantly education has largely continued
unaffected and this week Years Eleven and Thirteen were able to start their trial examination as
normal.

I need to say a massive thank you to our school staff, especially our School Business Manager, Mrs
Avey, and our Network Manager, Mr Brownlee, who have been working so hard to get us back on
our feet.  There is still a way to go to get everything back, but we have a clear path ahead.

I started this newsletter by stating that the times ahead were exciting, and there are two very big
reasons for that.

Firstly, we have reached the end of our due diligence and formal consultation process with
Scholars’ Education Trust.

For the last eighteen months we have been working on this, and many of you have taken part in
consultation and some of the open events. For parents and carers with children new in Year Seven
and in Year Twelve, you will know less about this so I will do my utmost to explain in detail now.
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As we came out of the worst of the pandemic, we reflected as a school on how we could better
work in collaboration with other local schools. A year of engagement and research followed, the
conclusion of which was a recommendation that the best way forward might lie with joining a local,
and successful, multi-academy trust called Scholars’ Education Trust (SET).

We started, in March 2022, a due diligence and formal consultation process to examine the
following hypothesis.

● We believe joining SET would bring the following five, significant, advantages:

1. Working in collaboration with other strong schools to secure better education
opportunities and outcomes for all students.

2. Working in collaboration with other strong schools to recruit, retain, train and develop
the very best teaching and non-teaching staff.

3. Working in collaboration with other strong schools to find efficiencies, economies of
scale and savings in operational costs so that more money can be invested in
children's well- being and education.

4. Working in collaboration with other strong schools to provide leadership, security and
direction during difficult times and periods of change.

5. Working in collaboration with other strong schools to ensure the highest levels of
safeguarding of children's physical and mental health.

We are now at the end of that exploratory process and the governing body will hold an
Extraordinary Meeting on the 30th November 2022, to make the final decision about whether the
school should join Scholar's Education Trust.

All stakeholders, including parents and carers can visit the special page on our website, where
amongst others, is this key document designed to answer all of the questions asked, and answered,
during this process of due diligence:

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/220926-Final-FAQ-presentation-for-all-st
akeholders-updated-post-formal-consultation-and-post-due-diligence.pdf

Secondly, our proposed new build is now well
underway in its design phase, and the main contractor,
Tilbury Douglas, would like to invite you to a public
meeting, on Monday 28th November. You can come
along, at any time between, 2pm and 8pm, to meet the
team, see the plans and the model and have your
views heard on the proposal.

Please make sure that you go to reception first, and
sign in as a visitor.

School finished today, Wednesday, for our long winter
weekend. This long weekend is, we hope, really
useful to staff, parents, carers and students alike as a
break to the long winter months, and a good time to
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prepare for Christmas and revise for trial examinations.

We look forward to seeing everyone back at 0830 on Monday 28th November 2022.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Housekeeping Reminders

If your child is ill at school they must not contact home to be collected before seeing our Medical
Administrator (Matron) in school.

As per our behaviour policy, students' mobile phones should be switched off and kept in their school
bag for the duration of the school day, unless given permission by a teacher during a lesson for
research purposes.
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/C13-Our-Values-in-Action-rewards-and-b
ehaviour-policy-6.pdf

If your child has a medical appointment during the school day, you must contact us prior to the
appointment via absence@hemelschool.com with proof of the appointment and advise us what time
you will be picking your child up. Students must sign out at ABI prior to leaving the school site, if
staff are unaware of an appointment they will keep students with them until a parent/carer is
contactable to check.

These are Important Safeguarding expectations for all students.

Thank you for your continued support
Support Staff Team

Sixth Form Applications

It was nice to see so many of our Year 11 students at the Sixth Form Preview Evening on 10th
November. If students were unable to attend please check the information on the Sixth Form area
of the website and take the time to speak to teachers of the subjects that you are interested in.

Our application window is now open for students for a September 2023 start. A link to the
application form has been emailed to students on their school accounts and can also be found in
the Sixth Form area of the school website.

The deadline for applications is Friday 13th January 2023. We would encourage students to take
the time to fully research and consider their chosen options before submitting their application. If
students change their mind about options after submitting, the form can be edited to reflect their
new choices.

All Year 11 students will receive a guidance meeting to discuss their chosen options once the
application window has closed.

Mr P Bryson
Head of Sixth Form
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Year 9 History visit to Ypres

We had to arrive at 3.30am in the morning ready for our departure – I was extremely eager to get
going although I was sorry for my dad having to get up so early!

We arrived at the Memorial Museum Passchendaele around 11am. It was a humbling experience
which explained the horror of war and the conditions soldiers faced. Ypres was probably the most
dangerous area for British soldiers on the whole Western Front; surrounded by Germans on three
sides and overlooked by high ground, it was very vulnerable to German attack.
We navigated through displays of helmets, weapons, hospital equipment and communication gear.
We also were exposed to the smell of mustard gas which made me feel nauseous. It was an open
hole that you poked your nose in to get a whiff of the gas. I can’t imagine how terrifying this would
be for the soldiers.   We got to see artillery shells they used and also tried on German steel helmets.

The museum has a set of replica trenches to give you an experience of the troops in the war. It
really helped to get an impression of what these structures were like inside. The bunker had
multiple rooms for different purposes; a
communication room, an officer’s room,
bunks, medical bay and workshop.

We then visited the Tyne Cot Cemetery, the
largest Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery
in the world. 70% of the men listed here.
There were lines and lines of graves, and I felt
a deep sadness. We found the Hertfordshire
regiment and it felt awful to think that there
were men that had fought and died so close to
my home.

We then went to Sanctuary Wood, to experience real second-line British trenches. It was wet and
miserable with pools of water. I thought about the soldiers having to fight in these conditions, the
illnesses, the wounds that they had suffered, the smell in the trenches. It was unpleasant for me
with wet feet, I couldn’t imagine wet clothes and being unwashed for days, even weeks as well. I
wonder how they slept?

At 8pm we all gathered at the Menin Gate which displayed all the men that had died. We undertook
a 2-minute silence to pay our respects to all that had lost their lives. The Battle of Passchendaele
has come to symbolise the horrors and the great human costs associated with the major battles of
the First World War.

The trip was so moving and it really brings home the personal story even though I still cannot
comprehend the numbers of men that have died during this battle. It was truly a remarkable and
humbling experience. I would highly recommend anyone to visit to really give you an idea of the
soldiers that fought in the First World War.

Milo Batten
9A



Year 8 Trip to Bhaktivedanta Manor 7th/8th
November 2022

Bhaktivedanta Manor was one of the most
interesting and unforgettable experiences. On
Monday 7th November, my half of the year (ACF)
went on a school trip to Bahktivedanta.
Bhaktivedanta Manor is a Hindu temple in Radlett
dedicated to the Hindu god Krishna.

When we arrived, we were asked to remove our
shoes before being shown into a small room where a
lady spoke to us about Krishna and other Hindu gods. In small groups, we took part in discussions
based around questions such as “Are animals treated equally to humans?”. One person from each
group then stood and shared their group’s thoughts. I really enjoyed that part, it was fun considering
these kinds of questions and hearing other people’s opinions. Some of us were then dressed up as
Hindu gods and goddesses and we learnt more about them.

After that, we rode around the grounds on a cart pulled by two bulls. Cattle are very sacred to
Hindus because they are considered as the ‘mother’; cows provide milk for humans, like a mother
does for a baby.

Back inside, we had our faces/hands painted with traditional Hindu patterns. It is traditional for girls
to have flowers or things to do with nature, and for boys to have fire or lightning. I got some pink
and blue flowers on my hands, which were really pretty.

We visited a special room which contained a shrine with murtis of some of the main Hindu gods,
including Krishna.The huge shrine was decorated with gold and other precious materials. A murti is
a statue or sculpture of a deity which is washed, dressed and decorated with fresh flowers every
day. We were greeted with no less than 50 people singing a prayer to the murtis, while some
played instruments and clapped their hands. This worship usually
takes around half an hour, I enjoyed listening to it and learning
about all the murtis.

After the prayers, we went into a big hall to eat. We sat in rows
on the floor and were served meat-free curry made of tomato
sauce with peas and paneer. It came with rice, colourful crackers
and a type of bread called puri. It was very tasty!

Finally, there was a trip to the gift shop which sold things like
friendship bracelets, small elephant ornaments, notebooks and
pencils. We headed back home with a new take of what life truly is...

Imogen and Stanley
8F



Time to Shine - a triumph!

If there is one thing I wish I could do, it is dance! Sadly, I am rhythmically challenged and it is safest
when I am not on the dance floor! What an absolute joy it was then, to attend the Dance Show last
Thursday evening and watch so many of our students perform in such an exciting, varied and
creative show piece. Not only was the quality of dance outstanding but the choreography was
imaginative and impressive. The programme consisted of a combination of exam work, performed
by GCSE and A Level Dance students and extracurricular work, performed by PULSE, Boy’s Dance
and some KS3 classwork as well. I must mention Lily Turner in Year 7 who did an amazing
performance in the technical run but unexpectedly was not well enough to perform in the show. We
look forward to seeing her perform next time!

Students from every year group performed with confidence and excitement: it has been too long
since we had a Dance Show, thanks to the pandemic and, as always, the programme was
meticulously planned by Miss Sepala to show how talented and creative HHS Dancers are.
Beautiful solos, funny ensemble pieces and some very moving duets: some highlights for me were
PULSE’s interpretation of Matilda (choreographed by Mrs Bryson), Leah Kennedy’s solo, the Year
12 A Level piece about life in the office, and Darcy Unwin and Ruby Osborne’s duet on social
media. Without exception, however, every piece was performed with confidence and passion and
the packed house enjoyed every single minute.

Congratulations and thank you to our dedicated and inspiring Dance department, Sharon Sepala
and Sian Colquhoun, for giving so many students their time to shine!  I can’t wait for the next one!

Mrs D. Heale
Head Of Performing Arts

DSPL8 Parent/Carer Communication; Dacorum SEND courses, support & information for
families:

The latest ‘DSPL8 Parent/Carer communication: Autumn Term’ & ‘Dacorum Parent/Carers courses
and support' newsletters are available to download from our website via the following link:
https://dacorumdspl.org.uk/online-resources-for-parents-and-carers-2/

This fortnight’s communication includes:
Raise Resilience Course by Bounce Forward: 15.11.22-01.12.22
ADD-vance Mini Consultations: 07.12.2022
Herts Parent Carer Involvement (HPCI) SEND Survey
Money Advice and Mental Health support
Dacorum Parent/Carer courses and support from various local providers
Please also follow our social media pages for the most recent updates:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/dspldacorum
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/dspl_dacorum/

DSPL 8 Team – Carole Hassell, Ruth Mason & Ashley Fabray
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Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For…

For helping to make a fantastic Art display for Remembrance - Stanley Cross, Alex Leim,
Austin Whitehead, Owen Campbell, Amy Warren, Megan Vaz, Max Cupid,

Daniel Belsey, Alisha Turner, Leah Van Vastenhoven and Lois White

For singing in the choir at the Remembrance Service: Felicity Birnie, Maria Danu,
Gabriella Delderfield, Zoe Bugg, Victoria Osei-Boadum, Hayden Abrahams, Lucy Hall,

Amy Warren, Amelia Reeves, Phoebe Miller, Zara Crawley, Clementine Birnie,
Ruby Reeves, Tallulah Stafford

For helping to lead the Remembrance service - Summer Gibbings, Jack Ballard,
Josh Lee and Talia Turay.

For helping out at the Alumni Afternoon tea event - Gabe Lacey, Aden Osayogie,
Hussain Khan, Imogen Melling, Tayyibah Khan, Stevey Amos-Bramble,

Rebecca Hopkins

Excellent Achievement For…

Opening the St John Ambulance plot of the National Garden of Remembrance at
Westminster Abbey where she was presented to The Queen Consort -

Georgina Heron-Edmends

For winning the Rotary Young Chef Competition: Jasper Whitehead
For taking part in the final of the Rotary Young Chef Competition: Max Cupid and

Reece O’Connor

Helping set up and run a Halloween disco at a local Primary School:
Finley Dickson



Fixtures

Monday 28th November - Y8 County Cup Football v Aldenham (A) 2pm KO
Monday 28th November - Y8 League Football v Adeyfield (H) 4:00-5:00pm

Monday 28th November - Y9 County Cup Football v Adeyfield (H) 4:00-5:00pm
Tuesday 29th November - Y7 Boys Rugby v JFK (A) 2:30pm KO
Tuesday 29th November - Y7 Netball v Abbots (H) 3:30-5:30pm
Tuesday 29th November - Y7B Football v Tring (H) 4:00-5:30pm

Wednesday 30th November - Y10 Netball v Tring (H) 3:30-4:30pm
Thursday 1st December - Y9B Football v Adeyfield (H) 4pm KO



Monday 21st November - Wednesday 7th December - Year 11 and 13 Mock GCSE Exams
Tuesday 29th & Wednesday 30th November - Y8 Trip to Kew Gardens

Sunday 4th December - Rehearsal for Christmas Concert, 9am - 5pm, North Block
Monday 5th December - Christmas Carol Concert - St John's Church, 7pm - 9.30pm

Friday 9th December - Christmas Concert 7pm in School Hall
Friday 9th December - Year 11 GCSE Choreographic Dance Exam

Friday 9th December - Christmas Jumper Day
Sunday 11th December - A Level Drama Exam Rehearsal 10am - 4pm, PA3/4

Tuesday 13th December - Year 8 HPV Vaccinations
Thursday 15th December - A Level Practical Exam Drama, 4pm - 9pm, PA3/4

Thursday 15th December - Years 7,8 & 9 Christmas Movie Night
Tuesday 20th December - Senior Prizegiving, 7pm - 10pm, Hall (invitation only)

Wednesday 21st December - Mistletoe Day & Last Day of Term (Finish Time TBC)
Friday 6th January - Year 7,8 & 9 Nasal Flu

TERM DATES

Academic Year 2022/23

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

Friday 25th November - Occasional Day

Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June



Attachments:

1. Box Moor Trust Hedge Planting Day
2. What parents/carers need to know about Overwatch 2
3. Supporting Links parenting courses






