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Elections for a parent governor

We are very pleased to have received five nominations from parents to be a school governor.

A ballot will now take place.

● The link below will take you to an online voting form.

● The winner will be the nominee with the highest count (number of votes).

● Voting closes at 3.30pm on Friday 21st October.

● The Returning Officer is Neil Hassell, the Headteacher.

● The count will be witnessed by Elizabeth Smith, EA to the Headteacher

● Each nominee has written a short statement to help you make your decision, and these are
listed below, in alphabetical, by surname,  order:

Selina Davey I have a daughter in Year 9 and am committed to devoting my time to the
success of the school and every pupil.  As a qualified accountant with
understanding of meaningful questioning and previous customer service
experience, I believe I can contribute to the role using my financial,
analytical and interpersonal skills, helping the school maintain and
improve on its current Ofsted rating of ‘Good’.  I have ambition to create
excellent outcomes for all pupils and contribute to effective governance.

Leslie Harrison I have worked in Treasury Software for 21 years in a highly pressurised
environment where I do consultancy, management, project tech lead and
management and compliance.  Many of these skills I can bring to the
table here.  I have made some observations and spoken to parents and
have some ideas and possible solutions.  Happy to talk  more in person
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about myself and passions and interests.

Robyn Haythorpe I am a career civil servant who has a number of years previous
experience as a trustee of a school trust.  I am skilled in following and
interpreting policy and procedures and feel I could add value to the
school.  I will support the school leadership team and represent the
needs and views of parents and pupils where needed.  I am lucky
enough to have a job where I can work remotely if required which allows
me to be flexible.

Elizabeth Kilkbride My name is Liz Kirkbride, I am the mother of two boys, one of whom is at
the school.  I work full-time as an Associate Dean at the University of
Hertfordshire in the School of Law.  I also have a particular interest in
SEND.  A lot of my spare time is family focused .  We love theme parks
and watching Watford FC through thick and thin.

Graeme Snell I have been a governor at The Hemel Hempstead School for 4 years,
and Chair of Governors for the last 3.  I’m also a governor at Pixies Hill
Primary School.  I’m seeking re-election for another term, as I believe the
relationships I’ve developed and the experience I’ve gained will allow me
to make an even bigger contribution going forward.  I’m passionate about
the importance of education, sharing the school’s commitment to help
every student become the best possible version of themselves.

Follow this link to vote

https://forms.gle/MrzJo2f326eUCXkM9

Election of a staff governor

Ms Lauren Rayner, has been re-elected, unopposed, as the staff governor for the school. She will
serve this, her second term, until October 2026.

My personal thanks go to Ms Rayner for her continued commitment to this vital role and her
ongoing championing of the work of staff, students and governors at The Hemel Hempstead
School.

Getting to and from school, safely

It is getting noticeably darker in the evenings, and it will not be long until the clocks go back and
winter weather starts to bite. It is a good time to remember and have conversations at home about
the start and end of the school day.

Safety is of course our paramount concern, as it is yours as parents. I am very proud of the fact
that over 85% of our students walk, scoot or cycle to school. Not only are they staying fit and
healthy but they are also, importantly, socialising with their friends and reducing their impact on the
environment.
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However, it is easy, as a teenager, to forget how difficult it is in the winter for a car driver to see a
student in a dark coat crossing the road. We allow coats of any colour, and encourage those with
reflective strips.

Please can you remind your children of the importance of being careful, looking and listening, and
crossing with care. This is especially important if they are using headphones or checking their
phones.

Please can you remind your children how important it is to be safe on bikes and scooters. We do
require students cycling to wear helmets. I came off my bike aged 17 and I can speak with authority
that my bike helmet saved my life. No, they are not cool, they never have been, they are not a
fashion accessory - they are a lifesaver. It is that simple. You would not go climbing without a
rope…

Can we also reiterate to youngsters that they need to ride safely on the road, not on the pavement.
It may seem safer to go on the pavement but there are two issues with this. Firstly, that the child on
a bike presents a real hazard to other children on the pavement, but also that the pavement often
runs out, or there is an obstruction, like a pushchair, and then they have to suddenly rejoin the road.
This is the moment that they are most likely to be hit, as the cars are not expecting them to be
there.

Finally can I make a plea to parents to be sensible, respectful and law abiding if they are dropping
off by car. It is highly dangerous and illegal to stop on the zig-zags outside of the school or to stop
across the entrance. Doing so puts your children, and the children at South Hill (some of whom are
as young as 4) at real risk. The attached map shows where parents can sensibly pull up and drop
off, avoiding the very busy areas around the entrances to both schools. There is no harm in your
children walking the last couple of minutes having been safely dropped off a few hundred metres
from the school.

Please do take some time to study this map, the bus routes, the quieter streets and the restrictions
and talk to your children about getting safely to and from school in the winter months.

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Hemel-School-signage-1-1-1.pdf

Thank you

Neil Hassell
Headteacher
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Show Racism the Red Card: Wear Red

We are asking students to wear one item of
red clothing, in addition to normal school

uniform, on Friday 21st October. This is to
show our support for the 'Show Racism the

Red Card' charity. It is the UK’s leading
anti-racism educational charity and was

established in January 1996, thanks in part
to a donation by then Newcastle United
goalkeeper Shaka Hislop. They aim to
combat racism through enabling role

models, who are predominantly but not
exclusively footballers, to present an

anti-racist message to young people and
others.

Please join us in supporting them and
promoting such an important message.

Wear one red item!

Thank you
The History Department

School Jumpers

As the weather turns colder, just a reminder of the new uniform code section on jumpers: 'all
students can wear a dark charcoal grey, v-neck jumper (not round neck as these are not worn with
ties, nor sweatshirts or hoodies), purchased from any shop, and is worn under, not instead of, their
blazer.' Jumpers previously purchased from Stevensons which are dark blue with a gold trim around
the V neck can still be worn.

The relevant uniform page on the website gives some very helpful pictorial examples:
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/220430-Uniform-Code-Year-7-to-11.pdf
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Science Clubs

Please note that Science Club is being held at Monday lunchtime on Gold weeks and Thursday
lunchtimes on Blue weeks.  All very welcome.

Lego Needed!
We are planning to start a Lego club at lunchtime and would
be very grateful for any donations of Lego that is no longer
being used. Please drop any donations to reception for the
attention of Mrs Allibone and please do add your name so that
we can thank you.

Mrs Harrison and Ms Allibone
Science Dept

Lost Property

Below is a picture of the outstanding lost property that has made its way to Ms Akther since the
start of term.  Many more items and bags of lost PE kit are in the PE department.

Please ask your child, if they have lost items, to check in both the medical room and PE at break
and lunch no later than Thursday 20th October. Unfortunately, due to space constraints, any items
still remaining after then will be disposed of or donated to the preloved stock.

Thank you
Mr Heward and Ms Akther



HEMEL’S

The time has finally come! Tickets for Hemel’s Got Talent have now been released.  With an
evening full of talent this is a must-see!

There will be an interval during the performance so drinks and snacks will be available!

Please book your tickets via the link below.  All funds made will go towards my CAMPS International
trip with the school to Tanzania!

So the real question is: Are you ready for Hemel’s Got Talent?….

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hemels-got-talent-the-hemel-hempstead-school-tickets-4303568980
67

Thank you
Charlie Dewars
Year 11

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For…

Responsibility, doing the right thing: William Hodgkinson
Winning the Fullerians U16 Girls Rugby Tournament: Arwen Holden-White

Going back to her primary school to give a presentation: Lily Godley

Excellent Achievement For…

Winning a gymnastics bronze medal at the East Region qualifiers, and a place at the
National Finals: Joshua Clarke

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hemels-got-talent-the-hemel-hempstead-school-tickets-430356898067
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These are our only official Hemel Hempstead School Social Media Accounts

Job Opportunity -  Hemel Hempstead School

We are currently recruiting for a Science Technician and a Senior Science Technician.  If you are
interested please click the link below:

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,science-technician-senior-science-tech
nician_77360.htm

Gold Letters

Letter 21 - Y8 Trip to Bhakdivedanta Manor
Letter 24 - Y12/13 Trip to Jack Absolute Flies Again

Letter 25 - GCSE History Trip to Berlin
Letter 26 - Y11 Trip to Bloodbrothers

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,science-technician-senior-science-technician_77360.htm
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Fixtures

Monday 17th October - Y11 Basketball v JFK (A) 3:30-6:00pm
Monday 17th October - Y8 & 9 Netball v Longdean (A) 3:30-4:30pm

Wednesday 19th October - Y8, 10&11 Netball @ Ashlyns 3:30-5:30pm
Wednesday 19th October - U13-U15 Dacorum v Mid Herts @ Ashlyns 4:00-5:30pm

Wednesday 19th October - Y7 Girls Dacorum Rugby Tournament @ Tring RFC 4:00-5:30pm
Wednesday 19th October - 9B Football v Astley Cooper (3G) 4:00-5:30pm

Thursday 20th October - Y8A v Y8B Football (3G) 4:00-5:30pm

Tuesday 18th October - Y11 Theatre Trip to Macbeth
Thursday 20th October - Monday 24th October - DofE Silver Practice Expedition
Friday 21st October - Hemel’s Got Talent 7pm - 9pm in School Hall (tickets only)

24th October - 28th October - HALF TERM
Tuesday 1st November - Y12 Photography Trip to Ashridge

Wednesday 2nd November - Y11 Trip to Cambridge (selected students)
Thursday 3rd November - Whole School Revision Day

Thursday 3rd November - House Drama
Friday 4th November - Year 9 History trip to Ypres, Belgium

Friday 4th November - Y12/13 Theatre Trip to Jack Absolute Flies Again
Monday 7th & Tuesday 8th November - Y8 Trips to Bhativendanta Manor

Monday 7th November - Friday 11th November - Food & Nutrition Year 11 GCSE Practical
Exams

Thursday 10th November - Sixth Form Preview Evening 4.30pm - 7pm
Monday 14th November - Friday 18th November - Year 7 trips to Harry Potter World

(different forms each day)
Tuesday 15th November - Year 11 Drama Students Theatre Trip to Blood Brothers
Friday 18th November - Y10 Theatre Trip to A Christmas Carol (selected students)

Friday 18th November - Parents/Carers Coffee Morning, 8.30am - 10.00am
Friday 18th November - Monday 21st November - Year 12&13 Art & Design Trip to St Ives

Monday 21st November - Wednesday 23rd November - GCSE and A Level Trial Examinations
Tuesday 29th & Wednesday 30th November - Y8 Trip to Kew Gardens

Friday 9th December - Christmas Concert 7pm in School Hall
Tuesday 13th December - Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

TERM DATES



Academic Year 2022/23

Autumn Term 22/23

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October

Thursday 24th November - Day off in lieu for open day

Friday 25th November - Occasional Day

Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Attachments

1. Hemel Storm Basketball
2. What Parents need to know about FIFA 23
3. BeeZee Bodies Newsletter
4. DSPL8 ParentsCarers Newsletter Autumn Term
5. Dacorum ParentCarers Courses and Support Autumn Term








































