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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

The Hemel Hempstead School Open Day

We will, tomorrow Saturday 1st October, be holding our Open Day for prospective students and
their parents/carers. The site will be open to visitors from 9.30am – 12.30pm, but staff and student
helpers will be on site from 9.00am until 1.00pm. Tours for parents/carers will be conducted by
students in Years Seven, Eight, Nine and Twelve who will register in the morning as they would on a
normal day. Students in other year groups are expected to help in subject areas across the school. 
Therefore, all students are expected to make themselves available on the day.

In addition, the school will be closed on Thursday 24th November in lieu of being open on Saturday.
These changes are already shown in the school calendar on the website.

Mr T Jordan
Deputy Headteacher

Nominations and elections for a Parent Governor

There are over a quarter of a million volunteers governing in state schools in England. By joining
them, you can make a valuable contribution to school leadership.

It is a rewarding role, working towards a shared goal of providing a high-quality education for
children and young people in your community, in our school. It also provides an opportunity for
personal development, building your skills and experience in areas such as project management,
budgeting and working as part of a senior team.

There are two vacancies for the position of parent governor on our school’s governing body.

If you would like to stand for election please complete and return the attached form to the school
office by 3.30 pm on Friday 7th October.
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You will need to ask another parent of a pupil at the school to sign the form.

Please be aware that regulations require everyone elected or appointed to a governing body to
undergo a pre-appointment check which may include a criminal background check. This is to
ensure the safety of the students. If you are elected and you subsequently decline to undergo such
a check, you will disqualify yourself.

Please give brief details about yourself on the form. If an election is needed these details will be
copied and sent to all parents with the ballot papers. Please note that the 80 word limit will be
strictly enforced. Any statement with more than 80 words will be returned to the candidate for
amendment.

If there are only two nominations, the persons nominated will be deemed elected unopposed. If
there are insufficient nominations, the governing body has the duty to appoint a parent governor to
fill the vacancy/ies.

The governing body has determined that the term of office for a parent governor is four years. If you
are elected you may serve the full term of office even if your child leaves the school before your
term of office finishes.

If an election is necessary we will send you an electronic ballot paper on Friday 14th October.

Only parents of children registered at the school are entitled to stand or vote in the election. A
parent who is paid to work at the school for more than 500 hours in a school year or is an elected
member of Hertfordshire County Council may not stand for election.

Each parent will be sent one ballot paper regardless of how many children they have at the school,
and each parent will have one vote per vacancy. The ballot will be secret and you will be notified of
the result as soon as possible afterwards.

In most cases it will be obvious whether you are a parent. For the purpose of the election of a
parent governor, a parent is:

● someone who has parental responsibility
or

● someone who looks after the child on a day-to-day basis (but does not have parental
responsibility)

A person has ‘parental responsibility’ if:

● Any individual who has or has had parental responsibility for, or has cared for, a child or
young person under the age of 18.  It includes a person who the child lives with or who looks
after the child, irrespective of what their relationship is with the child.  The reference in the
definition must be someone involved in the full-time care of the child on a settled basis.

● A child may have more than two ‘parents’ as defined above and all of them would be entitled
to stand or vote in an election.  However, schools are not required to take extraordinary steps
to track down parents.

If you have any questions about whether you are eligible to stand or vote in the election or about
anything else in this letter, please contact my EA, Liz Smith via e.smith@hemelschool.com

Yours aye,
Neil Hassell
Headteacher and Returning Officer
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 ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNOR – October 2022

Your name: ……………………………………………………………
(Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr)

Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………..

I have a child at the school (as below) and hereby nominate myself for election as a governor.  I understand
that if elected I will have to undergo a pre-appointment check.  Biographical details (80 words maximum) for
circulation with the voting paper are given below.

Parent/Guardian of : ……………………………………………………. Form: ………………

Please give brief details about yourself below – no more than 80 words

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Nomination Seconded by: ………………………………………………

Parent/Guardian of : …………………………………………………….. Form: ………………
(the seconder must be a parent of a student at the school)

All nominations must be received by the school office by 3.30 pm on Friday 7th October.

Additional copies of this form and the accompanying letter are available from the EA to the Headteacher, Liz
Smith.



STEM Assured Certification

It is with great pleasure that after much hard work
and effort from teachers, students and our
dedicated STEM Parents Alliance, the Hemel
Hempstead School has achieved the STEM Assured Certification. This will mean the following
benefits for the students of our school:

● Provides a stronger visibility for our school and its STEM specialties to local employers and the
community

● Demonstrates our school’s capability in meeting the needs of learners and employers 
● Supports in attracting new STEM teaching talent to your school due to its status in the

educational community 
● Encourages and fosters a high level of consistency in the quality of STEM education and

training
● Promotes STEM cross-curricular collaboration in teaching & learning, knowledge transfer and

business innovation
● Increases overall interest in STEM subjects by students by helping STEM staff to focus on

better Design and Delivery of STEM provision
● Supports better and more thought through STEM career pathways for students-The Traditional

A Level/university route & Apprenticeships
● Provides membership to an elite network of STEM Assured institutions 

In addition, this is what Industry have said regarding the STEM Assured certification;

“The fact that a college is STEM Assured is very important to Siemens, as it shows capability and
knowledge in latest STEM techniques and technologies.”
Mark Armstrong, General Manager, Siemens, ETC

“NEF are in step with industry needs, they take a progressive and modern approach to innovation
and their focus on Vocational educational opportunities is an example for other similar
organisations. STEM Assured delivers on what industry needs to progress and grow. We are
interested in developing relationships with colleges that are STEM Assured, as it gives that level of
confidence and standard.”
David Drury, Chancellor, EDF Energy, Campus

Ms S Joshi
STEM Coordinator



Languages Week 2022

The Modern Foreign Languages
Department at HHS deployed its wings last
week to offer a wonderful worldwide
languages experience! Languages Week is
celebrated every year in September and is a week to celebrate the
incredible diversity that we have at HHS. Miss Martin, Head of
Department and Mr Hornby, Head of German, delivered Languages

Week assemblies to all years, talking about the importance of learning another language and how
learning a foreign language enhances linguistic culture and diversity. With over 200 HHS students
who speak another language as well as English, as a school we cover 28 different languages. Part
of our school’s vision and values are to develop and uphold a culture of inclusion and diversity, in
which everyone in the school feels proud of their identity. At our school, diversity is a huge strength,
and this is something to be incredibly proud of and to be celebrated. During all assemblies, a poem
describing the wonderful journey of learning a language was read in several languages by our

inspirational students and staff that have English as an additional
language. During tutor time, students were given the opportunity to
speak a different language everyday by answering the register in
different languages such as Mandarin, Portuguese, Arabic, Hindi and
Russian. In the canteen, our students were able to taste a different
cuisine everyday! This year, our annual Bake off Competition broke its
record of entrants! Mrs Parrouty, our Head of French, has introduced
the UK Linguist Competition (UKLO) to

HHS where she is recruiting students from Years Seven to Thirteen to
participate in this amazing National Event, which brings the fun of
detective puzzle-solving to school using the theme of exotic
languages.

Bake Off Awards:
1st place - Jenya Tukpetov 9G
1st place - Ava-Mae Thomas 7L
2nd place - Marie Ellis 8G
3rd place - James Howard 11A

Best Imitation of Food - Charlie Dewars 11A
Most Linguistically Diverse - Lily Turner 7C
Most Creative Bake - Maria Crisu 10L, Franki Jackson 10L, Charlie Hawes 9A
Best Decorated Bake - Jasper Whitehead 10N and Austin Whitehead 9A
Best Taste - Holly Williams 9C

Well done to all who took part!

Miss C Martin
Head of Modern Foreign Languages



Food Technology Reminder
We greatly appreciate the support of our parents in
supplying ingredients for students to participate in food
practical lessons. It is disappointing therefore when
despite reminders, students are forgetting to take
home their wonderful finished food products.
We would like to ask for all parents’/carers’ help to remind students to return to the food room Te8 to
collect their food at the end of the school day in which they have cooked.
Due to restrictions on storage space, we are sadly unable to keep food beyond 24hrs. Please
ensure that your child has their name on their containers, so these can be returned to you.

Come and join the Exams Office invigilation team

We are looking to recruit a number of invigilators to help administer the trial and summer exams.

We are a friendly team with many experienced invigilators who are always happy to answer
questions.

You will be given full training in how to set up an exam venue, monitor the students,
distribute/collect exam papers and finish exams with everything else in between.

You must have good communication skills (verbal, non verbal and written) as you will be
communicating with staff and students. Applicants will need to take part in a short interview
including a task relevant to the role.

You would need to be available during late November/early December (trial exams) and between
May/June (external exams).

Ideally you would be available 4 days a week but please be aware that you may not be needed
every day or every session so there is some flexibility. The hours are generally 8.30am – 11.00am
and 1.00pm – 3.30pm. Some exams are longer so there may be some later finishes. Dates and
times will be given to invigilators at least a month before the exams so that dates can be confirmed.

If you are interested or know of any one who might be interested, please email Mrs S Brown at the
following address:

exams@hemelschool.com
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Canteen Payments - No Use of Mobile Phones Please

A small number of pupils have recently been using stored payment cards on their mobile phones to
pay for canteen purchases.
Pupils are not permitted to have their phones out in school and all pupils in years seven to eleven
should only use their SIMSPay accounts for canteen purchases.
One of the advantages of SIMSPay is that parents can easily monitor what their child is purchasing
and any issues can be easily addressed.
From Monday 10th October, we will not accept any form of payment via a mobile phone or payment
card from pupils in years seven to eleven.
If you are experiencing problems accessing SIMSPay
please contact Student Services via parentmail@hemelschool.com

Thank you for your continued support

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Excellent Achievement For…..

Successfully auditioning to be a member of the National Youth Orchestra on the oboe:
Niall Dowling

Senior Chorister at the St Albans Cathedral: Gabriella Delderfield

Services to the School Community For…

Leading the Language Week assemblies: Terio Costanza, Tao Landhausser,
Alexia Mindrila, Christ Yeboah, Sondes Dahdal, Sum Yi Lor, Eva Bayir, Amelija Volkaite,

Anja Mudrinic, Elvin Fedakar

Gold Letters

Letter 17 Post 16 Information Evening
Letter 18 Life Drawing Class Yr 12/13

Letter 19 DoE Silver Expedition
Letter 20 Yr 8 Trip Kew Gardens

mailto:parentmail@hemelschool.com
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-17-Post-16-Information-Evening.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-18-Life-Drawing-Class-Yr12-and-13.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-19-Duke-of-Edinburgh-Silver-Expedition-Oct-2022.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-20-Year-8-Trip-to-Kew-Gardens.pdf


Monday 3rd October - Year 11 County Cup Football v Roundwood Park School (A) KO 3.15pm
Monday 3rd October - U13,14,15 District Football v Lea Valley @ Ashlyns School
Tuesday 4th October - Year 10 Dacorum Rugby Tournament @ Tring RFC 4pm

Tuesday 4th October - Year 9 Netball v Tring School (H)
Wednesday 5th October - Year 10 County Cup Football v Ridgeway School (H) KO 4pm

Wednesday 5th October - Year 7 Netball v Kings Langley School (H)
Wednesday 5th October - Year 9 Rugby Tournament @ Tring RFC 4pm

Thursday 6th October - Year 10 Netball v Abbots Langley School (H)
Friday 7th October - Year 8 County Cup Football v Marlborough School (H) KO 4pm



Saturday 1st October - Open Day 9.00am - 1.00pm (for staff & students)
Thursday 6th October - Year 10 National Art Gallery Trip

Monday 10th October - Year 11 GCSE Practical Dance Exam - Component 1
Thursday 20th October - Monday 24th October - DofE Silver Practice Expedition

Friday 21st October - Hemel’s Got Talent 7pm - 9pm in School Hall
24th October - 28th October - HALF TERM

Friday 4th November - Year 9 History trip to Ypres, Belgium
Monday 7th November - Friday 11th November - Food & Nutrition Year 11 GCSE Practical

Exams
Thursday 10th November - Sixth Form Preview Evening 4.30pm - 7pm

Monday 14th November - Friday 18th November - Year 7 trips to Harry Potter World (each form a
different day)

Tuesday 15th November - Year 11 Drama Students, Theatre Trip to see Blood Brothers, 5.30pm
Friday 18th November - Monday 21st November - Year 12&13 Art & Design Trip to St Ives

Monday 21st November - Wednesday 23rd November - GCSE and A Level Trial Examinations
Friday 9th December - Christmas Concert 7pm in School Hall

Tuesday 13th December - Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

TERM DATES

Academic Year 2022/23

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

Saturday 1st October - School Open Day

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October

Thursday 24th November - Day off in lieu for open day

Friday 25th November - Occasional Day

Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February



Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Tuesday 18th July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Attachments

1. Public Health School Nursing team
2. How to be green with your Tech








