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The funeral of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

On Monday 19th September 2022 the nation will pause and pay respects to our monarch of the last
seventy years. Some will choose to travel to London to be part of the state funeral, many will no
doubt be watching those same events on television, whilst some will choose to mark the day in their
own way, with their friends and family.

As a nation, we will observe an additional bank holiday and all public buildings will close and all
public functions will cease.

Our school will be closed to staff, students and the community. We will observe a media blackout
and make no announcements on social media, nor send any emails or letters. Reception and
phone lines will be closed.

School will return to normal at 0830 on the next day, Tuesday 20th September.

During the early winter months, to commemorate both Her Majesty's Platinum Jubilee and to mark
her death, we will be planting a series of cherry trees on site, as a lasting reminder of the
immeasurable impact she had on our country, our lives and our futures.

Cherries were first introduced to England, by Her Majesty’s predecessor Henry VIII and are
traditionally associated with the power of revival, new beginnings and good fortune. This made me
think of the young Queen, taking up her position in a time of post-war rationing, bombed houses,
crippled economy and national mourning - and seeing this nation through the subsequent seventy
years of growing prosperity, individual freedom and lasting peace. Every spring they will bloom
with beautiful blossoms  and remind us of Her incredible impact and legacy.

Our condolences and thoughts are with Her family and friends at this most difficult time. Auden
captures beautifully, the hurt and loss felt in mourning, by any family that has lost a loved one…

Stop all the clocks

Stop all the clocks, cut o� the telephone,
Prevent the dog from barking with a juicy bone,

Silence the pianos and with  mu�ed drum,
Bring out the co�n, let the mourners come.

Let aeroplanes circle moaning overhead,
Scribbling on the sky the message He is Dead,

Put crepe bows around the white necks of public doves,
Let the tra�c policemen wear black cotton gloves.

He was my North, my South, my East and West,
My working week and my Sunday rest,

My noon, my midnight, my talk, my song;
I thought that love would last forever: I was wrong.

The stars are not wanted now: put out every one;
Pack up the moon and dismantle the sun;

Pur away the ocean and sweep up the wood;
For nothing now can ever come to any good.

by W.H. Auden  (1907-1973)



You asked - we did

Each year we conduct a parent and carer survey and we are immensely grateful for all of you who
contributed and made suggestions.  A lot of your responses focused around the increased cost of
living that you as families, and we as an organisation, are experiencing.

I wanted to report to you hear some things you suggest, and that we have done

● You like online parents  evening and the flexibility these provide for busy, working parents
and carers:

○ We will continue these this year - all parents evenings will be online
○ However, we also know how important getting to know you in real life (or IRL as our

children might put it!) so we:
■ Have an annual BBQ and welcome evening for all new Year 7 parents and

carers - thank you to everyone who came to this; it was incredibly well attended
■ Have an annual focus evening for those in Year 11 about to take their public

examinations.
■ Be available to meet with you.  If you ever need to talk to, or meet with, one of

your child(ren)s subject teachers or their form tutor please do not hesitate to
contact the school on parentmail@hemelschool.com

■ Welcome you to after school events such as performances, sports fixtures and
House competitions.

■ Run termly coffee morning with the Headteacher, the first of which will be a
special chance to meet the CEO of Scholars’ Education Trust - as explained in
last week’s newsletter.

● You asked about the cost of the uniform:

○ We went out to tinder for a new supplier and are pleased to say that we will have a
new supplier of blazers and ties, PL Schoolwear,  from January 2023, which will be
cheaper.

○ Spivey Sports will continue to provide our PE kit, as they have done for around a year
now, when we selected them because they were also better value for parents.

○ We have arealry changed our unfor code so that only a very few branded items
remain and much can be bought from supermarkets and high street retailers.

○ We estimate that for the average parent/carer the cost of our uniform has come down
by around £85.

○
● You mentioned the price of, and quality of, canteen food:

○ We will be going into a tender process for our catering contract this term.
○ Quality, cost and environmental sustainability will be our key tendering priorities.
○ Any student who is entitled to free school meals can claim that email allowance at

break and lunch every day.
○ There is a really good quality breakfast club from 0730 in the canteen, every day, and

any student entitled to  free school ekals can have up to £2 of breakfast, for free, each
day.

● You asked us about support for equipment and uniform:

○ For the last year we have, and we will continue to buy, a basic equipment set and
uniform for any new students starting in Year 7 who are on Pupil Premium.

○ We have a huge stock of pre-loved uniforms which we can provide at a discount, or
for free,  to any student where finances are a barrier to them having the correct
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uniform.  Please contact the school at parentmail@hemelschool.com if you would like
to talk to us about this, in confidence.

● You mentioned the cost of trips and visits:

○ Inflation has had a significant impact on these and so we conducted, over the
summer, a full review of all of our trips and events.

○ This has resulted in some trips being discontinued and some new trips being
introduced.  In all cases value for money and educational impact has been a key
consideration.

○ This will result in more trips, and more opportunities for students, but at a lower cost to
parents/carers.

○ Any child who is Pupil Premium gets a discounted rate for school trips
○ All students are encouraged to take up as many of the activities, competitions and

clubs that make up The HHEx as possible.  We want 100% of those who are Pupil
Premium to be fully involved. All the clubs and activities that are part of the HHEx are
here.

● You mentioned the condition of some 1950’s built  buildings:

○ We are incredibly excited that we are part of the Building Future Schools Programme,
and that by 2024 we will have brand new facilities for chemistry, art, design
technology, food, English and the SEND team.

○ Additionally we are building new sports facilities for hockey-5, tennis, netball and
five-a-side football and have completely restored the 1931 portico of the main
building.

Social media channels and staying in touch with the school

I know that many parents, like me, find social media and online technology a fantastic way to keep
in touch and stay abreast of the world.

However I do need to remind parents and carers that the only official online presences of the school
are:

● Our main school website at www.hhs.sch.uk
● The HHEx website at www.thehhex.com
● Our school site on Instagram @hemelhempsteadschool
● House and faculty Instagram feeds
● Our Twitter at @HemelHSchool, which simply autoposts content posted on the school

Instagram
● This newsletter, emailed to you weekly on a Friday, and posted on our website along with

important letters and presentations.

We post to, but do not monitor our social media messaging, so please do not use any of these to
contact the school.  The recognised ways to contact the school are via:

● 01442 390 100
● parentmail@hemelschool.com

There are a lot of Facebook, WhatsApp and other groups in existence which use the school logo
and name.
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I have no doubt that these are set up with good intentions and by people trying to be helpful and I
am not trying to deride them or criticise anyone.  However, whilst many parents and carers can find
these useful they are not maintained by the school and have, occasionally, caused confusion and
even distress by posting inaccurate information or gossip.

We intentionally do not use these channels, or others like SnapChat as they are too subject to
abuse by trolls, hacking by individuals who seek to harm schools, and allow people to remain
anonymous, which is a safeguarding concern.

I would encourage all parents, carers and interested parties from the community to follow us on
Instagram, to be kept up to date with the latest news, information and feedback and to read the
weekly newsletter.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

A chance to meet the CEO of Scholars’ Education Trust

As we are currently in a due-diligence process with Scholars’ Education Trust, to see if joining that
trust would be a good step for the school, we would like to offer the opportunity for parents and
carers to come to the school between 0830 and 1000 on Friday 23rd September to have coffee, tea
and cake with Claire Robins.

A short biography of Claire is here.

If you would like a place please email parentmail@hemelschool.com, using the subject ‘SET coffee
morning’.

The Hemel Hempstead School Open Day

We will be soon holding our Open Day for prospective students and their parents/carers. This will
take place on the morning of Saturday 1st October. The site will be open to visitors from 9.30am –
12.30pm, but staff and student helpers will be on site from 9.00am until 1.00pm. Tours for
parents/carers will be conducted by students in years seven, eight, nine and twelve who will register
in the morning as they would on a normal day. Students in other year groups are expected to help
in subject areas across the school. Therefore, all students are expected to make themselves
available on the day.
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Students in years eight - thirteen will finish at 1.40pm on Friday 30th September to allow staff to
prepare the site and to allow year seven to prepare for their tour guiding duties. In addition, the
school will be closed on Thursday 24th November in lieu of being open on the Saturday. These
changes are already shown in the school calendar on the website.

Mr T Jordan
Deputy Headteacher

We are currently recruiting for a Careers Coordinator here at HHS.  If you are interested please
click the link below.

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,careers-coordinator_76682.htm

Summer Concert DVD - For Sale

The summer concert DVD's are available
to purchase through Pay360 at a cost of
£3.00.  The closing date for payments is
Friday 16th September.
We will let students know when they are available to collect.

Thank you
Music Dept
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Gold Letters

Letter 9 - Open Day for Prospective Students and Parents/Carers
Letter 10 - Amendment to the Year 9 History Trip to Ypres

Letter 12 - Year 7 Cognitive Ability Testing

Wednesday 21st September - Under 13,14,15 District Football v Watford (A)
Thursday 22nd September - Year 7 Netball Tournament @ Ashlyns 3.15 - 5.45pm (A)

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-9-Open-Day.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-10-Amendments-to-the-Year-9-History-Trip-to-Ypres.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-12-Year-7-Cognitive-Ability-Testing.pdf


Monday 19th September - Bank Holiday Queen’s Funeral
Tuesday 20th September - Year 7 CATS (cognitive abilities tests)
Wednesday 21st September - Year 11 British Museum Art Trip

Friday 23rd September- Parent/Carer Coffee Morning with Scholars Education Trust, 8.30am -
10.00am

Saturday 1st October - Open Day 8.30am - 1.30pm
Friday 30th September - School finishes for years 8-13 @1.40pm

Friday 21st October - Hemel’s Got Talent 7pm - 9pm in School Hall
Tuesday 13th December - Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

TERM DATES

Academic Year 2022/23

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

Saturday 1st October - School Open Day

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October

Thursday 24th November - Day off in lieu for open day

Friday 25th November - Occasional Day

Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Tuesday 18th July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June



Attachments

1. Locker Letter
2. National Online Safety - The Life of Queen Elizabeth/Dealing with Grief
3. Storm Basketball - Next Home Game
4. Edwards and Blake Catering Menus




















