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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

Respect starts by looking in the mirror and being proud of what you see

How wonderful it is to see all of our students back, especially our new year seven and year twelve,
who all looked incredibly smart and purposeful in new uniforms and new business wear.

I started this year with an assembly to the school, focussing on our core values, and the first one in
particular: Respect.

We talked about how none of us can truly respect others, the institutions to which we belong, our
parents, our teachers, property, viewpoints, or society, unless we first learn to respect ourselves.
Our students realise, and embrace, that we should always want and strive for the very best of
ourselves; that we need to be proud of what we see in the mirror, the young person we are, the
adult we are becoming.

I thought it would be helpful to remind parents and carers of the little things that make a very big
difference in helping students to be the very best version of themselves and building that
self-respect and pride; I know I can be assured of your support in reminding our children of these
basics and helping them to meet their own standards every day. You chose our school and its high
standards for that very reason.

● We are proud to be a smart, uniformed school.

○ The blue blazer of The Hemel Hempstead School is instantly recognisable in the local
community and our students wear it smartly inside the school and on their way to and
from home.   It is a symbol of our collective identity, values and pride.

○ Uniform is proven to reduce bullying and discrimination and to encourage in young
people a sense of belonging to something bigger than themselves and of which they
are an integral and valued component.

○ Please can you support your child by checking that they have the correct uniform the
night before, that they are not wearing any items that are not part of the code, that
they are leaving the house looking smart and ready to learn, and returning home the
same.
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○ Uniform Code, years seven to eleven

○ Dress Code, Sixth Form

● The use of a mobile phone is not permitted in school for years seven to eleven unless
permission has been specifically and explicitly granted by a member of staff for an
educational purpose.

○ All phones must be turned off and put away in a bag as students enter the school gate
in the morning, and not taken out and turned on again until they leave at the end of
the day.

○ Should this not be followed any member of staff will confiscate the mobile phone and
issue a consequence.

○ The phone can be collected from reception at the end of the school day.

○ If a student needs to contact home in an emergency or has a legitimate request to
use their phone, they only need to speak to any member of staff to get permission or
seek assistance.

○ If a teacher wants students to use their phones in school, as they often do as they
compliment our teaching, they will make this clear and give instructions as they would
for any other task in the classroom.

○ Filming or recording at school, without the explicit permission of a teacher is a serious
safeguarding issue and significant consequences, including suspension from school,
could result.

○ Please can you check that your child knows and understand our simple rules around
mobiles.

● We have a large and lovely site, full of space, nature and wildlife.

○ We place trust and Responsibility in the hands of our students to use much of that
space at break and lunchtime.  Sometimes that means that litter can become a
problem.

○ Not only is litter unsightly, but it presents a threat to wildlife and the environment, but
also a hazard to PE lessons, which use the same spaces.

○ There are over forty bins on site, which are emptied twice daily.

○ Please can you remind your child about the importance of using the bins, but also
help us in reducing the amount of waste which comes onto site by considering your
choice of packed lunches and drinks; for example:

■ Choosing reusable water bottles which can be refilled from the fountains on
site.

■ Avoiding single use plastics like cling film, favouring reusable plastic containers
or silicon wraps/bags.

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/220430-Uniform-Code-Year-7-to-11.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Sixth-Form-dress-code-Jan-2022-1.pdf


■ Including fruit and vegetables as snacks, as they don’t need packaging, and
are much better for health than crisps etc.

■ All of these options can also save families a lot of money each year, in the long
term.

Thank you so much for your support with these basics, things that need reinforcing and reminding
at the start of a new year, so that everyone starts the year in the best way, focused on their learning
and enjoyment of school.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

A chance to meet the CEO of Scholars’ Education Trust

As we are currently in a due-diligence process with Scholars’ Education Trust, to see if joining that
trust would be a good step for the school, we would like to offer the opportunity for parents and
carers to come to the school between 0830 and 1000 on Friday 23rd September to have coffee, tea
and cake with Claire Robins.

A short biography of Claire is here.

If you would like a place please email parentmail@hemelschool.com, using the subject ‘SET coffee
morning’.

Important Reminders

ABI - Attendance, Behaviour and Intervention Unit
Students must sign out and back in at ABI if they are leaving school during school hours for an
appointment and we have received confirmation of this via absence@hemelschool.com from a
parent/carer.
If your child is ill and they will not be attending school please also email on our absence email as
above.

What should I do if I have a query or question in regards to my child?
Please contact us via parentmail@hemelschool.com and your email will be passed onto the correct
member of staff, with a response within 48 hours.

http://www.scholarseducationtrust.co.uk/586/trust-senior-leaders
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Canteen - Edwards and Blake - https://edwardsandblake.co.uk/our-sectors/education

Edwards and Blake provide HHS with all our catering needs. You can find information and menus
on the website above.
Every day a hot meal including a vegetarian option and pudding can be purchased, along with
pasta, jacket potatoes and a selection of sandwiches/baguettes.

Am I eligible for free school meals?
If your child is eligible for free school meals, they will also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food
Programme (HAF). You have to apply before each holiday. Contact your local council to find out
how to apply.

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:

● Income Support
● income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
● income-related Employment and Support Allowance
● support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
● the guaranteed element of Pension Credit
● Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an

annual gross income of no more than £16,190)
● Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax

Credit
● Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be

less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get)

Please apply here - https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

If your child is in receipt of Free School meals, £2.53 will be loaded onto their thumb print Pay360
account per day.  This money does not roll over if it is not used each day.

Lost property
Due to the sheer amount of lost property still not claimed after the end of Summer term, the last
date of collection will be the 23rd of September 2022. Any items left will be donated to charity.

Pre-loved uniform
We have some pre-loved uniform available to purchase starting from £5. Please email
parentmail@hemelschool.com with any purchase requests.

Thank you
Ms N Akther
Medical Administrator
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The Hemel Hempstead School Open Day

We will be soon holding our Open Day for prospective students and their parents/carers. This will
take place on the morning of Saturday 1st October. The site will be open to visitors from 9.30am –
12.30pm, but staff and student helpers will be on site from 9.00am until 1.00pm. Tours for
parents/carers will be conducted by students in years seven, eight, nine and twelve who will register
in the morning as they would on a normal day. Students in other year groups are expected to help
in subject areas across the school. Therefore, all students are expected to make themselves
available on the day.

Students in years eight - thirteen will finish at 1.40pm on Friday 30th September to allow staff to
prepare the site and to allow year seven to prepare for their tour guiding duties. In addition, the
school will be closed on Thursday 24th November in lieu of being open on the Saturday. These
changes are already shown in the school calendar on the website.

Mr T Jordan
Deputy Headteacher

Summer Concert DVD - For Sale

The summer concert DVD's are available
to purchase through Pay360 at a cost of
£3.00.  The closing date for payments is
Friday 16th September.
We will let students know when they are available to collect.

Thank you
Music Dept

We are currently recruiting for a Careers Coordinator here at HHS.  If you are interested please
click the link below.

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,careers-coordinator_76682.htm

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,careers-coordinator_76682.htm


Gold Letters

Letter 1 Year 11 KS4 English Literature Set Text
Letter 2 Year 10 KS$ English Literature Set Text

Letter 3 Welcome to Year 12
Letter 4 Welcome to Year 13

Letter 5 School Attendance and Punctuality Expectations
Letter 6 Year 7 Parents BBQ

Letter 7 16-19 Bursary

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-1-KS4-English-Literature-Set-Text.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-2-KS4-English-Literture-Set-Text-Year-10.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-3-Welcome-to-Year-12.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-4-Welcome-to-Year-13.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-5-School-Attendance-and-Punctulality-Expectations.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-6-Yr-7-BBQ-and-Focus-Evening.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Letter-7-16-19-BursaryApplication.pdf


Fixtures

Wednesday 14th September - U13, U14 and U15 District Team v Mid Herts (A) 4.30pm KO

Monday 12th September - Talk Consent sessions for Year 7 & Year 12
Tuesday 13th September - Year 7 Focus Evening and BBQ 6pm - 8pm

including pre-loved uniform sale
Tuesday 20th September - Year 7 CATS (cognitive abilities tests)
Wednesday 21st September - Year 11 British Museum Art Trip

Friday 23rd September- Parent/Carer Coffee Morning with Scholars Education Trust
Saturday 1st October - Open Day 8.30am - 1.30pm

Friday 30th September - School finishes for years 8-13 @1.40pm
Friday 21st October - Hemel’s Got Talent 7pm - 9pm in School Hall

TERM DATES

Academic Year 2022/23

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

Saturday 1st October - School Open Day

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October

Thursday 24th November - Day off in lieu for open day

Friday 25th November - Occasional Day



Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Tuesday 18th July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Attachments:

1. Spot the Online Safety Tips for Going Back to School
2. Harpenden Rugby Club - Girls’ Rugby Invite 22/23 Season
3. Storm Basketball First Game
4. Storm Basketball Academy
5. Autumn 2022 Parenting Courses and Support Brochure for Dacorum




































