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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

The Summer Term is always a period of reflection for teachers. We prepare our students for their
public and end-of-year exams, we say goodbye to old classes and hello to new ones. We think
about all the things we’ve done well and what we’ll do better next time. When our students say
goodbye to us at the end of Year 11 and Year 13 we reflect on how proud we are of the brilliant
young people they’ve become.

This week I have been reflecting on a school year where we have returned to something a bit
closer to ‘normal’. My main area of responsibility in our school is the leadership of The Hemel
Hempstead Experience. At the end of each term we ask students to record their participation in
The HHEx. This includes any clubs & activities, house events, trips & visits, careers events,
leadership opportunities and any community or charity work they’ve taken part in. We then analyse
participation and modify our provision to ensure all of our students benefit. This afternoon I
downloaded their data for the Summer Term which has allowed me to reflect on all of the brilliant
things our students have been able to do this year. Lockdowns, partial school closures, digital
House Challenges and Assemblies via YouTube now seem like a somewhat distant memory. I want
to use this week’s newsletter to celebrate The HHEx 2021/22.

In the Autumn Term we were hit with a Covid outbreak and forced to cancel a number of events,
sports fixtures and trips. However, we were still able to run over 100 different clubs & activities at
lunch time, after school and at weekends. This included everything from Knitting Club to Harry
Potter Club, from Ukulele Group to Golf lessons and from Yoga to Fishing. We introduced ‘Future
Skills’ as part of our form time activities to support all students with their careers and skills in the
workplace and our Senior Student Leadership team introduced a mentoring programme and some
excellent work on challenging perceptions about neurodiversity. Our Year 10 students took part in
the Advocates leadership programme, and our School Council met for the first time. At Christmas
our Sixth Form students raised money for Charity through Mistletoe Day.
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In January, we saw the return of the school musical with the brilliant Hairspray. During the Spring
Term over 900 students took part in our House Sports Events, House Technology and House
Music. In Sport, our year eight and year ten Netball teams won the district league, our year seven,
eight and ten footballers won the District League and Cup and our year nine boys football team
won the district league. Mrs Chapman said that although they didn’t win a trophy, the year seven
Netball team “won her heart”. We finished the Spring Term with the first House Music event since
2019 and all of our year ten students took part in work experience for the first time in over 10 years!
We set up a reading mentors programme with South Hill Primary school where 14 of our year
twelve students spend 1 hour each week helping students in year one to year six to read.

In the Summer Term we’ve been able to celebrate the achievements of our students at Senior
Prizegiving and we will do so again next week at our Sports Awards Evening. Our new Senior
Student Leadership Team has been selected and we’re looking forward to seeing all their great
ideas being recognised next year to improve our school. Our Athletics teams had another
successful season qualifying for the League and Plate Finals in the County League, and our boys
winning District Sports. On Tuesday our Under-14 Boys athletics team won the County League
Final, which is the first win for HHS since 1989!

Under 14 County Athletic Champions
Harry Webb
Tom Conway

Justin Chikontwe
Charlie Hillier
Olly Sparkes
Beau Hardy
Lucas Oliver

Austin Whitehead
Henry Ashton



We recently celebrated Sports Day and we have the Fun Run to look forward to. Our students
have also been able to go on day and residential trips and take part in DofE and look forward to
trips to Berlin and the Music Tour to Spain. On Wednesday evening we said goodbye to year
eleven who had their Prom at Shendish Manor.

Reflecting on this year makes me proud of our students and The Hemel Hempstead Experience. I
would like to thank our staff for all of their hard work, our students for their passion and commitment
and our parents for their support. Have a lovely Summer break, and as always, we will reflect and
celebrate what we’ve done well and what we’ll do better next time!

Mr Heward
Assistant Headteacher

County League Athletics Finals week!

This week saw the conclusion of the County League athletics programme with the top 16 schools in
the County competed to win in the under 14 and under 16 categories for both boys and girls. This
year saw HHS perform exceptionally well with three out of our four teams qualifying for the finals.
Our under 14 girls team qualified for the Plate Final which was held at Jarman Park on Monday 4th
and every single one did HHS proud with some exceptional performances. Highlights included
victories for Lily Johnson in the 800m and Marissa Mpofu in the 100m. Out of the eight schools
competing, our girls finished 8th and they should all be very proud of themselves for what they
have achieved
this season. On Tuesday, the County League Finals took place, where the top eight schools in
each age group competed against each other once again at Jarman Park. Both of our boys’ teams
managed to qualify for this which in itself is a remarkable achievement. The Under 16 boys team
were missing four of their athletes due to injury or absences but those boys that competed in their
place did themselves proud against some of the best performing schools in the county at athletics.
A PB for Jake Winship in the Pole Vault was one of the highlights as he cleared 3m 50cm and won
the Pole Vault competition. Overall, the under 16 boys finished 7th in the final standings. Our last
team to have qualified for the County League Finals was our under 14 boys team.
Throughout the season they have been getting better and better with every athletic meet and we
had high hopes that this team might be able to finish in the top 3 schools if they all performed to the
best of their ability. There were victories on the track from Justin Chikontwe in the 200m and 2nd
place finishes for Harry Webb in the hurdles and Charlie Hillier in the 300m. At the halfway stage it
was announced that HHS were in 1st place with still the field events and relays to go. In the field,
there were amazing performances from Henry Ashton in the pole vault and again from Justin
Chikontwe in the triple jump who both won their events. There were also 3rd place finishes for
Austin Whitehead in the javelin and Harry Webb in the discus. It all came down to the final event
which was the 4x100m relay. Once again, like they have done all season, the under 14 relay team
produced a remarkable performance allowing Harry Webb to cross the line in first place.
In the presentation, the Hemel Hempstead School under 14 boys team were announced as County



League Champions. This is the first time in 33 years any athletics team from HHS has won this and
means the achievements of these boys will go down in Hemel School history. We are so proud of
their achievements this season and every single athlete who took part in athletics this year for
school.

Our School needs your help!

Our school needs you! Help us win £1,000 of National Book Tokens and a
membership to the School Library Association to help improve the library and
encourage reading for pleasure - plus you could win £100 for yourself!

http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools

http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools


Pride Non Uniform Day

Thank you to everyone who supported the Pride non
uniform day last week. Miss Jevon did a superb job
in sending out resources during form time and
organised a representative from Services for Young
People to come in and speak to students. We
managed to raise over £1,000 for the charity
Mermaids who support gender diverse young people
and their families.

What to do if your child has tested positive for COVID-19
If a child or young person aged 18 or under tests positive for COVID-19, they should try to stay at
home and avoid contact with other people for 3 days. This starts from the day after they did the
test.



Children and young people tend to be infectious to others for less time than adults. If they’re well
and do not have a temperature after 3 days, there’s a much lower risk that they’ll pass on
COVID-19 to others.

Further information is available at - What to do if you have coronavirus (COVID-19) or symptoms of
COVID-19 - NHS.

Guidance for illnesses other than Covid.
Please click the link below where further advice is available on other illnesses and how long to
keep a child off school.

Is my child too ill for school? - NHS

Please email absence@hemelschool.com to report any school absences.

Thank you
Ms N. Akther - Medical Administrator

Summer Concert

The Summer Concert is tonight from 7pm to 10pm and tickets are still available and can be bought
on the door via debit/credit card.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/#:~:text=If%20a%20child%20or%20young,for%20less%20time%20than%20adults
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Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For…

Her contribution to the Summer Fair representing the knitting club: Sondes Dahdal

Performing at the Summer Fair: George Biggerstaff, Yasmin Jones, Ella Brown,
Lucia Miller, Daisy Harwood, Olivia Linsell-White, Ellena Curtain, Alicia Williams,

Amber Brewin, Tao Landhausser, Darcy Baldwin, Caitlin Collins, Daisy Denny,
Isla Jones, Amaiya Lad, Fallon Makepeace, Felicity Mboma, Anusha Neethirasa,

Jamie Parr Whyshall, Chloe Rennison, Wanda Ripper, Evie Rodger,
Bethany Seamons, Lucy Smith, Gilly Stanbridge, Lily Trenoweth, Caitlin Vaz,

Pixie Weston, Megan Mitchell, Hayden Abrahams, Ivy Birch, Aahana Chaudhary,
Grace Deane, Emily Evans, Freya Hine, Tegan Lane, Jojo Mould-Woods,

Navisha Navindra, Olivia Smart, Megan Vaz, Jessica Masters, Simmi Hindocha,
Darcie Unwin, Isabella Winship, Niamh Mathie, Grace Taylor, Lottie Casserley,

Lexi Miller, Kaiden Haines, Mia Crouch

Volunteering to help at the Summer Fair: Gabe Lacey, Rishi Hindocha,
Summer Gibbings, Jack Ballard, Aayla Haq, Tao Landhausser, Alicia Turner,

Ella Deacon, Sadie Aldous-Moore, Ruby Reeve, Holly Sullivan, Mabel Coldwell,
Alexa Corrigan, Mahnaj Islam, Aden Osayogie, Joy Linsey

Becoming Under 14 County Athletics Champions: Harry Webb, Tom Conway,
Justin Chikontwe, Charlie Hillier, Olly Sparkes, Beau Hardy, Lucas Oliver,

Austin Whitehead, Henry Ashton



Gold Letters

Letter 204 - Y12 Arrangements for the Start of Autumn Term
Letter 205 - Y10,11,12 Veterinary Medical Conference

Letter 207 - Y9 History Trip to Ypres
Letter 208 - Y12 Biology Trip

Fixtures

Monday 11th July - Y10 Cricket v Kings Langley School (away) 3.30-6.30pm
Tuesday 212th July - Y8 Cricket v Kings Langley School (away) 3.30-6.30pm

Thursday 14th July - Y7 into 8 District ~Trials @ Ashlyns 4.00-6.00pm

Monday 11th July - Y7 Junior Prize Giving 8.40am
Monday 11th July - Year 12 Biology Field Trip

Monday 11th July - Thursday 14th July -  Food exams
Tuesday 12th July - Y8 Junior Prize Giving 8.40am

Wednesday 13th July - Y9 Junior Prize Giving 8.40am
Friday 15th July - Y10 Prize Giving 8.40am

Wednesday 13th July - Year 8 and Year 9 HPV (2) Vaccinations
Wednesday 13th July - Tuesday 19th July - Music Tour to Spain

Wednesday13th July - Tuesday 19th July - Gold DofE Qualifying expedition
Thursday 14th July - Year 6 into 7 Transition Day
Friday 15th July - Y10 Junior Prize Giving 8.40am

Saturday 16th - Wednesday 20th July - Year 10 Trip to Berlin
Tuesday 19th July - Annual School Fun Run

Wednesday 20th July - Last day of term (early finish)

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Letter-204-Year-12-Arrangements-for-start-of-Autumn-Term.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Letter-205-Veterinary-Medicine-Conference.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Letter-207-Year-9-History-Trip-to-Ypres.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Letter-208-Yr12-Biology-Field-Trip.pdf


Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

Academic Year 2022/23

Some of our INSET days are still to be decided and we will inform you of these events in due
course.

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - INSET DAY

Friday 2nd September - New Year 7 & 12 only

Monday 5th September - School Open to all Students

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

Saturday 1st October - School Open Day

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October

Thursday 24th November - Day off in lieu for Open Day

Friday 25th November - Occasional Day

Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Attachments

1. What parents need to know about Steam
2. Up on Downs Newsletter July 2022
3. DSPL8 Parent/Carers Communication
4. DSPL8 Parent/Carers courses


















































