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Senior Prize Giving

Last night, special guest Andy Torbet and I had the absolute privilege of giving our annual senior
awards, the class of 2021, whose original ceremony in December was postponed by Covid. This is
what I said to those receiving awards:

At the end of the Second World War, a tidal wave of relief, joy and release spread across Britain.
“We had done it, we had survived, we had beaten the tyrant and won the war.” The euphoria was
short-lived as the reality of post-war Britain sank in. Hundreds of thousands of conscripted men
found themselves demobbed to civvy street with little more than a suit and a piece of paper
thanking them for their service, Rationing was still in place and food and fuel shortages were
severe. Jobs were in short supply as industries had turned their normal operations off in order to
meet the demands of the war effort. And the country was broke, having spent all of its money on
fighting for six years across seven seas and five continents. Winston Churchil, so exalted for his
steadfast leadership of the nation, hailed one minute as the greatest of Englishmen and a national
hero, suffered the largest defeat in 1945 General Election since the Act of Union in 1800.

I did not take history at school. I did not like my teacher: she seemed grumpy, unwelcoming,
unkind and quick to condemn, and that, rather than the content, put me off the subject until I shared
a flat at university with friends who were history buffs. They taught me that history is very useful for
reminding us that nothing is ever really new. At some point our species has been here before,
suffered challenges, experienced change, seen off disaster.

History tells us that the aftermath is often worse than the event. The hard bit is not fighting the
battle, but refinding the peace afterwards. I think this is where we are now as a nation, struggling to
rediscover normal, and having to begrudgingly acknowledge that normal has its challenges too.
The current cost of living crisis, the climate emergency, industrial disputes, disagreements with
Europe, the tragedy unfolding in Ukraine, or maybe just the grind of the daily commute - all remind
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us that the world was by no means perfect prior to Covid and that we were perhaps a little naive,
during the darkest days of the lockdowns, dreaming of the freedoms we would soon all enjoy again,
in the Elysian Fields of the near future.

Maybe we forgot how imperfect the world was prior to Covid, and have therefore been a little
surprised, disappointed and grumpy to be reminded of the reality, when all we want to do is get
back to normal. “I just wanted a holiday”, one parent recently said to me, ”After two years of
lockdown I just wanted to sit on a beach”; their flights had just been cancelled. We have viewed
normal through rose-tinted glasses for two years and now the reality of normal has landed with a
thump.

So what do we do when life hands us its complexities and difficulties. Where do we turn to for
guidance? What helps to stabilise us and guide us through the best of times and the worst of
times.

Answer - our values. All organisations have them, and the great organisations, the ones that stand
the test of time and see through the tough bits, are rooted in them. They sit at the very centre of
what they do and the people who work within them. Our guest speaker tonight is testament to
having worked for an organisation, where their values, the SOLIDC, are rooted in everything they
do.

Our Values, the 5Rs, Respect, Responsibility, Relationships, Resilience and Reflection are at the
very core of our school and at the very core of the wonderful young people who are sat before me
tonight.

They are here, they have been exceptional, they have been at the very top of their games, they
have earned these awards and accolades because, despite the most testing couple of years they
have realised our Values and been the very best version of themselves.

They have shown the Resilience to continue their studies, in the most unusual of circumstances,
flipping from face-to-face to online and then somewhere in between. They have coped with
constant change, contradiction and confusion around if, or if not, their final examinations were
going to take place and in what form. They have shown Resilience in coming back to a school that
for a long time felt very deficient, with one way routes, year-group segregation, face masks and not
being able to hug their friends. They have shown the Resilience to see through all of that and
concentrate on the goal, or working hard and proving what they are capable of.

They have taken time not to recriminate, or blame but instead to Reflect on what they did well and
where they have done better. They have taken the Reflective path, always seeking out the
positives, the ways forward, the incremental improvements, the even-better-ifs. They are here
because at the end of a bad day they haven't said “well life sucks”, or “it is all someone else's fault”,
but rather “ok, what could I have done differently, what can I learn from this, how can I grow?” They
have been Reflective and realised that if you weren't your best today, that's fine, you just need to
be better tomorrow.

They have shown Respect, to their community by agreeing, without question or grumble, to work in
ways that were not ideal, but were for the public good and the safety of people more vulnerable
than themselves. To accept face masks in lessons, and segregation in social spaces and reduced



access to the House events, sports, trips, activities and events that are so central, and so special to
this school’s life. More importantly they have shown huge Respect for themselves by continuing to
prioritise their education, by finding ways of making it work and by resolving to see the difficulties
through.

They have taken Responsibility for their education, in a way that perhaps no generation has done,
since the war. Schools work; it is a tried and tested system, replicated the world over across
religions, cultures and continents. To suddenly have to take on the huge Responsibility for working
in a totally digital way, isolated from others, almost prisoners their own homes, was an
extraordinary social experiment and one not without its consequences for the social, behavioural
and moral development of children. These students took that Responsibility with both hands, and
made it work for them. They adapted and improvised and made sure they were online, ready,
engaged and actively learning in this most alien of environments.

But most of all, these fabulous young people are here today, winning awards because of
Relationships. These Relationships they have built over the last five or seven years with each
other, with their parents and carers, and with the 147 teachers and support staff who also call this
school ‘ours’. Without meaningful relationships, without people we trust, laugh with, share secrets
with, share sorrows with and would give our time, energy and effort for, at the drop of a hat, every
day, we are, frankly, an empty shell. Your Relationships with your school community and the part
you have played in making that community stronger and better is the reason for your success, and
the reason you are here today.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Commonwealth Games 2022

We were delighted to hear this week that one of our
students has been selected to represent England in
the Commonwealth Games being held this summer in
Birmingham.

Ondine Achampong from Year 13 will compete in the
Women’s Artistic Gymnastics.  We are very proud of her and wish her the very best of luck!



HPV Vaccinations (2) Update

HPV Vaccination (second dose) information has been sent out this week for parents of years eight
and nine students, please see the following link:

Letter to Parents - Immunisations HPV1 - Jul22 - EE117500 The Hemel Hempstead School

Please note that Homework Club will be running on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday only
until the end of this term.

Sixth Form Induction Programme - Monday 27th and Tuesday 28th June 2022

Our Sixth Form Induction Programme for current year eleven students will take place on Monday
27th and Tuesday 28th June. Year Eleven students of The Hemel Hempstead School should
meet in M9 on Monday 27th June between 8:30am and 8:40am. Applicants currently at other
schools are invited to join us in the main reception at 8:00am for a tour of the school before the
main programme of events begins.

Attendance to our induction sessions is an expectation for any student wishing to take up a place
in September. Day one of the programme is a full day finishing at 3:30pm, whereas day two will
end at the earlier time of 1:30pm (with the exception of students taking Computing who will finish
at 2:30pm).

We ask students to dress as close to the dress code detailed on the sixth form area of the
website as is currently possible. We appreciate that you may not yet have purchased a suit.
Students will need to bring a pen and paper. We advise all students to have engaged with the

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nLsBLkGqTzleI7Zm_EWw0ooB0Cw8pK6CTlppIKkH37w/edit?usp=sharing


subject information video and accompanying documents on the Sixth Form area of the school
website prior to the induction programme.

For further details please refer to Letter 170 on the school website.

Mr Bryson
Head of Sixth Form

HAPpy Holidays – Bookings are now
open!

Looking for something to do for your children this summer? Through
DfE funding, Hertfordshire County Council and Herts Sports
Partnership have co-ordinated a huge range of activities. These are
running at different venues across the county with the added benefit
of a meal each day. All of this is free for young people eligible for
benefits-related free school meals.

As an eligible family you can book for free using your unique HAPpy Booking Code. When
prompted, please make sure you enter the whole code, which includes the ? symbol which is found
in the middle of the code.

Your unique code is: LLB?GD

You will be able to search for activities using your postcode or child’s age – places are limited and
strictly on a first come basis so be quick and book online now
https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/happy/booking

If you are having trouble booking, you’ll find a step-by-step guide on the booking page explaining
what to do.

Still need help? Hertfordshire Libraries have computers you can use, and friendly staff who will be
able to help.

Additionally, there are a range of online activities to look through, with ideas for learning more about
history, music, and theatre, plus ways to keep your family active for 60 minutes each day! View
these at https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/hafhappy

Lastly, our information page has links to a variety of organisations and advice you and your family
may find useful. Visit this at https://sportinherts.org.uk/happy/useful-local-services
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Summer Concert

Tickets for the Summer Concert are now available on Pay360 at a cost of £5 each.  The concert is
being held on Friday 8th July 7pm - 10pm. Tickets should be collected from Student Services to
gain entry.

Celebrating 50 years of Gay Pride

Next week, on Friday 1st July, we will be celebrating Pride - fifty years to the day since the first UK
Gay Pride Rally in London!

This will be a  non-uniform day to raise money for Mermaids, a charity which supports transgender,
nonbinary and gender-diverse children, young people, and their families https://mermaidsuk.org.uk/
It is suggested that students bring in £1 as a
donation for this amazing charity.

Thank you for your support and generosity

Ms Jevon
Deputy Head of Year 8

https://mermaidsuk.org.uk/


Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For…

Pushing another student in a wheelchair so they could partake in the 100m on sports day:
Josh Lee

Excellent Achievement For…

Leading and delivering Culture Club on German traditions: Holly Williams
Donating his hair to The Little Princess Trust: Olly Sparkes

Winning the KS4 Award in the Great Black Britons Competition: Caitlyn Bailey
Qualifying for 2022 Commonwealth Games: Ondine Achampong



Gold Letters

Letter 199 - Year 12 Mock Interviews
Letter 201 - 9A visit to Health Tec

Fixtures
Monday 27th June - Year 7 Cricket v Kings Langley School (away) 3.00-5.30pm

Wednesday 29th June - District Sports @ Jarman’s 10.00-11.00am

Monday 27th June - Tuesday 28th June - Sixth Form Induction Day
Monday 27th June - Friday 8th July - Year 10&12 Trial Exams

Tuesday 28th June - Year 6 into 7 Information Evening for Parents/Carers (online) 6pm - 7.30pm
Friday 1st July - HHS Pride Day - Non Uniform

Sunday 3rd July - Summer Fair and Fun Dog Show 11am-4pm
Sunday 3rd July - Music Rehearsal

Sunday 3rd July - Monday 4th July - Bronze DofE Expedition (2)
Wednesday 6th July - Year 11 Prom @ Shendish Manor

Friday 8th July - Summer Concert 7pm-10pm
Monday 11th July - Y7 Junior Prize Giving 8.40am

Monday 11th July - Thursday 14th July -  Food exams
Tuesday 12th July - Y8 Junior Prize Giving 8.40am

Wednesday 13th July - Y9 Junior Prize Giving 8.40am
Wednesday 13th July - Year 8 and Year 9 HPV (2) Vaccinations

Wednesday 13th July - Tuesday 19th July - Music Tour to Spain
Wednesday13th July - Tuesday 19th July - Gold DofE Qualifying expedition

Thursday 14th July - Year 6 into 7 Transition Day
Saturday 16th - Wednesday 20th July - Year 10 Trip to Berlin

Tuesday 19th July - Annual School Fun Run
Wednesday 20th July - Last day of term (early finish)

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Letter-199-Year-12-Mock-Interviews.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Letter-201-9A-Visit-to-Health-Tec.pdf


Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

Academic Year 2022/23

Some of our INSET days are still to be decided and we will inform you of these events in due
course.

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - INSET DAY

Friday 2nd September - New Year 7 & 12 only

Monday 5th September - School Open to all Students

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

Saturday 1st October - School Open Day

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October

Thursday 24th November - Day off in lieu for Open Day

Friday 25th November - Occasional Day

Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June



Attachments

1. What parents need to know about esports
2. Understanding Transition from SecondarySch into Further Education for Young

People with SEND workshop
3. Stevenage Survivors Against Abuse Competition
4. Services For Young People free holiday activities Dacorum
5. Services For Young People free holiday activities St Albans
6. The Ollie Foundation Transition and Goal Setting Workshop
7. Hemel Storm Basketball Summer Camp

We look forward to welcoming families from our community onto our school
site next Sunday for our HHS Summer Fair







Please find the SADA link here:

https://youtu.be/k9-NmiSQS84

https://youtu.be/k9-NmiSQS84









