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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

Help with the cost of living

There is much in the news at the moment about inflation, and the fact that it is at record high, at a
level not seen since the early 1980s.

My finance colleagues, resources governors and I have recently been completing our budget for
this new financial year and it has been alarming, for us as an institution, how much the cost of
supplies and material is increasing, not least that of gas and electricity. Just like you, I am also
noticing it at home, with the weekly shop and with two young boys leaving the blooming lights on in
the bathroom all of the time!

I know that for many people the cost of living is becoming a real worry. I wanted to use this
newsletter, therefore, to advise our families of real sources of help and advice during what might be
a challenging year ahead:

● I have always been an unapologetic champion of Citizens Advice. This national charity,
which has been in operation since 1939, helped over 2.4 million people last year with
one-to-one advice and support, with 9/10 saying that Citizens Advice helped them find a way
forward.  They can offer help and support in a multitude of different areas, including:

○ Managing debts and money.

○ Grants and benefits to help pay energy bills.

○ Advice on managing rising living costs.

○ Housing and renting.

○ Consumer rights.

○ Workers’ rights and employment.

○ Family law and conflict resolution.
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○ Their website is https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/

○ and their local office is at The Forum in the Marlowes.

● Turn2Us is an over one-hundred year old national charity which specialises in providing help
and support for people who are struggling financially:

○ Their website contains some very useful tools such as calculators to help you work out
costs, bills, benefits and savings.

○ Their website is https://www.turn2us.org.uk/

○ And they have a helpline, available 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday, on 0808 802 2000.

● The Trussell Trust specialises in supporting families with the most essential of things -
ensuring that nobody in the UK goes hungry due to the increasing cost of food. They run
food banks and advice centres across the country. Between April and May last year 1.9
million people accessed a food bank in this country.

○ Their centre locally is run in partnership with DENS at: Adware House,19 Hillfield
Road.

○ Their website is
https://www.dens.org.uk/our-services/foodbank/?_ga=2.143126519.310894460.16528
63702-1692938583.1652863702

○ The foodbank is always looking for volunteers to help out or donate food and
household items.

● Finally, the cost of living can place great strain on families, and parenting can be hard at the
best of times.

○ Local educationalist and researcher Dr Kathy Weston, delivers a weekly podcast full
of down-to-earth and helpful advice for parents and anyone who works with
teenagers, called Wednesday Wisdom. Used by lots of parents and teachers, those
who follow her thoroughly recommend her advice.

○ Her website is: https://www.tooledupeducation.com/tooled-up/wednesday-wisdom/

If at any time you are struggling with affording uniform or equipment for your child please do not
hesitate to contact your child’s Head of Year. We can and do help out families, all of the time,
including those not on the Pupil Premium.

Formal consultation on the option of becoming an academy and joining Scholars’ Education
Trust.
On Wednesday 4th May, via email, we sent you a very important letter regarding formal consultation
with you on the proposal to join Scholars’ Education Trust (SET). I would urge you to read this and
take the opportunity to share your views.

The formal consultation in its entirety, including the letter, can be found on a special webpage we
have created, here:
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/information/formal-consultation-on-the-option-of-becoming-an-academ
y-and-joining-scholars-education-trust/

Neil Hassell
Headteacher
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Could your child be eligible for Free School Meals?

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:

● Income Support
● income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
● income-related Employment and Support Allowance
● support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
● the guaranteed element of Pension Credit
● Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an

annual gross income of no more than £16,190)
● Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax

Credit
● Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be

less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get)

Parent/Carers can make an application via this link https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

THE HHEx Clubs and Activities Summer Term

Please click the link below

HHEX Clubs Timetable

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://sites.google.com/hemelschool.com/thehhex/the-hhex-whats-on-summer-term-22


UKMT Mathematics Challenges 2022

The UK Mathematics Trust was founded in 1996 and their charitable aim is to advance the
education of young people in mathematics.
They do this by working with hundreds of volunteers across the UK to organise competitions
promoting problem solving and teamwork and other mathematical enrichment activities.
Their biggest competitions are the Junior, Intermediate and Senior Mathematical Challenges, which
have over 700 000 entries each year, and are the UK's most popular school Mathematical
Challenges.
Students who perform particularly well are awarded either a Bronze, Silver or Gold certificate and
these are not easy to achieve.

The Mathematics Department is proud to announce that out of 297 entries this year 151 Hemel
Hempstead School students managed to obtain a Certificate; which is about 51% compared to a
national average of 40%.
Our students who have succeeded in Gold are listed here:
Gabe Dearman, Ellena Curtain, Seb George, Lizzy Brinklow, Ryan Hardiman, William
Hodgkinson, David Oldman, Jacob Breckell, Jack Dobson, Samuel McAndrew, Finn Willetts,
Elise Beardsworth, Connor Snell, Samuel Hawes, Devin Filby, Rio Karia

Well done guys!

Mr T Richardson
Key Stage 5 Maths Co-ordinator

Non School Uniform Day

My name is Aahana and I, along with some other
Year Nine students have started a group called the
S.H.A Campaign. It stands for the Sexual
Harassment Awareness Camapign and we aim to
raise awareness of sexual harassment in school
by educating people and telling them it's OK to
speak up.

We have arranged a non-school uniform day on
Friday 27th of May to raise this awareness.
Students are invited to come to school wearing
non-uniform and bring £1 to raise money for
Survivors’ Trust.  Survivors’ Trust is an umbrella
agency that provides support for rape and sexual
abuse victims in the UK and aims to educate the public on this important issue.
You can also donate on their website: thesurvivorstrust.org
Thank you

Aahana Chaudhary 9N
The founder and Head of the S.H.A Campaign

http://thesurvivorstrust.org/


Gold DofE Award

We were delighted to hear this week that two of our
past students were recently invited to Buckingham
Palace.
Sam Eades and Sophie Briers completed their Duke of
Edinburgh Gold awards in 2020, and were finally able
to collect them in person. There they were able to listen
to some inspirational speakers, including Ninja Warrior
UK finalist Corbin Mackin.
We are extremely proud of them and will be sending
R4’s home in the post.  We wish them every success
for the future!



Gold Letters

Letter 181 DoE Competency Day
Letter 182 Year 9 Visit to Health Tec

Letter 183 Year 9 Visit to Health Tec - Consent Forms

Fixtures

Monday 23rd May - Year 7 Cricket v Beaumont 3.00-5.30pm
Monday 23rd May - Year 9 County Plate v Ashlyns (Away) 3.30-6.00pm

Wednesday 25th May - County League Match 4 @ Jarman’s 4.00-6.30pm
Thursday 26th May - DSSA Girls Football Finals (astro) 4.00-5.00pm

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Letter-181-DoE-Competency-Day-A_M.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Letter-182-Year-9-Visit-to-Health-Tec.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Letter-183-Year-9-Visit-to-Health-Tec-Consent-Forms.pdf


Saturday 21st May - Bronze DofE Competency Day
Monday 23rd May - Friday 27th May - Year 10 Work Experience

Friday 27th May - Non Uniform Day for The Survivors Trust
Friday 17th June - School Sports Day @ Jarman Park

Thursday 23rd June - Senior Prizegiving
Monday 27th June - Tuesday 28th June - Sixth Form Induction Day

Monday 27th June - Friday 8th July - Year 10&12 Trial Exams
Tuesday 28th June - Year 6 into 7 Information Evening for Parents/Carers (online) 6pm - 7.30pm

Sunday 3rd July - Summer Fair and Fun Dog Show 11am-4pm
Wednesday 6th July - Year 11 Prom @ Shendish Manor

Wednesday 13th July - Tuesday 19th July - Music Tour to Spain
Thursday 14th July - Year 6 into 7 Transition Day

Saturday 16th - Wednesday 20th July - Year 10 Trip to Berlin
Tuesday 19th July - Annual School Fun Run

Wednesday 20th July - Last day of term

Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June 2022

Academic Year 2022/23

Some of our INSET days are still to be decided and we will inform you of these events in due
course.

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - INSET DAY

Friday 2nd September - New Year 7 & 12 only

Monday 5th September - School Open to all Students

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

Saturday 1st October - School Open Day

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October



Thursday 24th November - Day off in lieu for open day

Friday 25th November - Occasional Day

Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Attachments

1. Platinum Party in The Park
2. Watford Ladies FC YouthTrials
3. What parents need to know about Discord






