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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

“I intend to go across like George Washington, standing proudly on the bow”
Col. Julian Cook DSC (1916-1990), on the banks of the Waal River, 17th September 1944.

In this newsletter I unashamedly, unapologetically and proudly talk about all those in Year Thirteen
and Year Eleven who are about to face the biggest test of their young lives. I proclaim it in such
hifalutin language not to scare them, or put pressure on them; but rather to pay tribute to their
incredible journey to be here today: ready, able, confident and brilliant.

No generation, since the Second World War, has had their education so fundamentally impacted by
global events, the power of nature and the geopolitics which result. For this cohort of Year Thirteen
students, for example, it is the first time they will have sat real examinations, to gain real
qualifications, since they did their SATS aged ten or eleven.

Whilst some dispensations have been made by the government and examination boards regarding
the breadth of content and the generosity of marking, these are the first cohorts in three years to
complete traditional examinations, as we would remember them from our days at school.

I say (and fully recognising that they will, as is totally normal, be feeling nervous, apprehensive and
very busy) that they are ready, able, confident and brilliant - because we see that they are.

Because we can see the huge amount of effort they have put into the last five or seven years and
most recently: the hard work in classes, the extra lessons after school and at Easter, the late nights
revising, the tutoring, the GCSEPod, the Hegarty and so much more.

I always have the same message for Years Eleven and Thirteen this time of year. In six to eight
weeks time you will start the longest summer holiday of your lives.  We want you to enjoy it!
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In order to enjoy it, you have to walk out of your last examination knowing that you have done
everything, left no stone unturned, completed every practice paper, watched every GCSEPod video,
and responded to every piece of teacher feedback. In order to enjoy it you have to know that you
have left nothing to chance, that there is nothing more that you can give, that you have given your
all.

In order to relish that longest summer holiday of your lives and all the memories you will make
during it, you have to sacrifice the next six to eight weeks. Your social life needs to go on hold. You
need to put in the hours and the hard work and the effort. You need to study, revise, gap-close and
test yourself.  You need to ensure that you are ready.

The short term sacrifice is worth it; the long term gains and rewards are massive and life changing.

Please believe me when I say that there is no worse feeling in the world than spending the longest
holiday of your lives worrying about a little brown envelope, and the disappointment it may contain,
because in your heart you know you did not put in the work when you needed to.

As Albert Einstein, one of the greatest minds of the 20th Century once said, “Genius is 1% talent
and 99% hard work”.

We are all incredibly proud of you, Year thirteen and Year eleven. You are nearly there, you nearly
have your moment of triumph and glory in your hands.

Now, go and get it…

Formal consultation on the option of becoming an academy and joining Scholars’ Education
Trust.

On Wednesday, via email, we sent you a very important letter regarding formal consultation with
you on the proposal to join Scholars’ Education Trust (SET).

I would urge you to read this and take the opportunity to share your views.

The formal consultation in its entirety, including the letter, can be found on a special webpage we
have created, here:

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/information/formal-consultation-on-the-option-of-becoming-an-academ
y-and-joining-scholars-education-trust/

Neil Hassell
Headteacher
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Battle of The Bands

The Hemel Hempstead School was honoured to showcase many talented young musicians in our
Battle of the Bands event on the 28th of April. Headed by our dynamic host Faizaan Hassan (a.k.a.
‘King’), the evening featured external bands as well as our own student groups. We were very lucky
to see Foot Candle perform, as well as Flying in Pink from West Herts College, and Angels Lost in
Time and Pastel Love from Laureate Academy. Performing with some of our own bands - The Other
Ones, Unknown, Habits of Mind and Copper House - they certainly raised the roof! We were also
happy to welcome back our ex-students Harvey Taylor and Molly Cook as judges. Performing with
great “energy and enthusiasm”, Habits of Mind took the prize home, concluding an incredible
evening. Special mentions also went to Freddie Sullivan and Jack Dobson in Year Eight, for
outstanding performances on the electric guitar and drums.

Many thanks also to everyone who attended the event, for a near £300 raised for Afghanaid and the
Teenage Cancer Trust.

Natacha Basset
Year 13
Charity Captain



HHS Rocketry Club

On the 5th of May, the HHS Rocketry Club, lead by Mr Cuthbert, participated in the UK Youth
Rocketry Challenge at Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome. The weather was perfect, clear blue
skies and plenty of sun. Leading up to the actual competition we had to design and build our
rockets using a simulator and buying parts online such as: body tubes, motors and nose cones.
This was quite hectic as many of the parts took a while to come and so assembling the rockets in
time was down to the wire!

The brief of the challenge was that the rocket had to be decorated, keep two raw eggs safe and get
as close to a flight time of 44 seconds as possible. Each team was given three launches which gave
us an opportunity to change and adapt the rockets throughout the day. Unfortunately, we did not
manage to win the competition but we had a couple of successful launches in which the rocket went
up and came back down, ejecting its parachute. We definitely took a lot from this experience, being
given the opportunity to learn about rockets and physics in a more practical way. The most exciting
part was seeing everyone’s rockets take-off as some were very unpredictable, occasionally causing
some to completely break or get stuck in trees. Also, the variety of ways teams had structured and
decorated their rockets was interesting as although they were all very different, we all had the same
aim.

We all learnt a lot from the trip and have plenty of ideas that will enable us to make a winning rocket
next year and we at least now can say it is in fact rocket science!

Talia Turay
Year 12



THE HHEx Clubs and Activities Summer Term

Please click the link below

HHEX Clubs Timetable

Have your say about our Social Media
At The Hemel Hempstead School we are proud of all that we offer for our students as part of The
HHEX and like to keep you updated with the day to day goings on at the school. We are inviting you
to let us know how you are currently keeping up to date with the school in order for us to improve
how we communicate the amazing achievements of our students.
Thank you for your time in completing this survey.
https://forms.gle/SbfRxL6bCLeaecps9

Miss A Thompson
Media & Marketing Officer

Examination Period Lunchtimes
Next week we commence the formal Public Examination period, when our
students will start their written GCSE and A Level examinations. To ensure
that we can accommodate the longer examinations scheduled for the
afternoon sessions within our school day we will be adjusting the times of
the school day. As of Monday 16th May and until Friday 8th July, lunchtime
will be taken between lesson 3 and 4 at 12.30pm.

Careers  Information
If any student is in Years Ten, Eleven or Twelve and considering becoming a solicitor or barrister,
they may be interested in taking part in the free Get into Law virtual conference taking place on 28th

May. Discussions will include the realities of the competition ratios for red brick and Russell Group
universities, how to prepare applications and guidance on skills development to increase chances
of success.
Students can register for free at Get Into Law Conference. There is also a short video which
explains more about the event - Information video.

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator

https://sites.google.com/hemelschool.com/thehhex/the-hhex-whats-on-summer-term-22
https://forms.gle/SbfRxL6bCLeaecps9
https://airtable.com/shr7uGaU9ZMlpoXQq?fbclid=IwAR1tNbNdYeSl1cRl7wVmo2-yKPLqcmfH_T8u93VLwgPWFxHrCqYvidMobFU
https://vimeo.com/708294595/cd446a9502?fbclid=IwAR0r1Grw4b3-F5GW1T33CJuJGIhCBkH0Q4l3Oms0ixYudS4e9qMcdpgzKu4


Lockers for next year



Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For…

Mentoring a Year 8 student: Tia Grand

Leading an assembly: Aahana Chaudhary, Fenella Makepeace,
Dafina Murariu Boatca, Matilda Pitblado, Grace Sommers

Helping with a First Aid emergency: Holly Sells, Ethan Burton, George Potter

Gold Letters

Letter 178 Dacorum Schools Track and Field
Letter 179 University Application  Process

Letter 180 Year 10 Work Experience Final Details

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Letter-178-Dacorum-Schools-Track-and-Field-Event.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Letter-179-University-Application-Process.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Letter-180-Year-10-Work-Experience-Final-Details.pdf




Friday 29th April - Wednesday 26th June - External Exams (GCSE/A level)
Monday 16th May - Year 13 Leavers Breakfast, 10am - 12.15pm, M9

Wednesday 18th May - Year 10 Theatre trip, Curious Incident of a Dog in the Night, coach leaves
school at 5.15pm

Wednesday 18th May - Scholars’ Education Trust open meeting 6pm in M9
Friday 20th May - Year 6 into 7 Pre-Taster Day

Saturday 21st May - Bronze DofE Competency Day
Monday 23rd May - Friday 27th May - Year 10 Work Experience

Friday 17th June - School Sports Day @ Jarman Park
Thursday 23rd June - Senior Prizegiving

Monday 27th June - Tuesday 28th June - Sixth Form Induction Day
Monday 27th June - Friday 8th July - Year 10&12 Trial Exams

Tuesday 28th June - Year 6 into 7 Information Evening for Parents/Carers (online) 6pm - 7.30pm
Wednesday 6th July - Year 11 Prom @ Shendish Manor

Thursday 7th July - Year 6 into 7 Transition Day
Wednesday 13th July - Tuesday 19th July - Music Tour to Spain

Wednesday13th July - Tuesday 19th July - Gold DofE Qualifying expedition
Saturday 16th - Wednesday 20th July - Year 10 Trip to Berlin

Tuesday 19th July - Annual School Fun Run

Fixtures

Monday 16th May County League Match 3 @ Jarman’s 4pm-6.30pm
Tuesday 17th May DSSA Football Finals @ HHS 3.30pm-4.30pm
Tuesday 17th May DSAA Netball Finals @HHS 3.15pm-5.00pm



Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

Academic Year 2022/23

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - INSET DAY

Friday 2nd September - New Year 7 & 12 only

Monday 5th September - School Open to all Students

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

Saturday 1st October - School Open Day

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October

Thursday 24th November - Day off in lieu for open day

Friday 25th November - Occasional Day

Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Attachments:

1. Loneliness Online
2. Barracudas Day Camp
3. Peace Hospice Care - Watford Colour Run
4. BeeZee Bodies Weight Management courses and recipes



5. Hemel Storm Basketball Camp





Link for the colour run: Watford Colour Run

https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/webforms/linkredirect?srcid=39550123&srctid=1&erid=-1973453996&trid=54c26179-e19e-4333-a48a-d2c383e4952c&linkid=259833216&isbbox=1&pid=0







