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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

Changes resulting from our Uniform Consultation

We are proud to be a smart, uniformed school. The blue blazer of The Hemel Hempstead School is
instantly recognisable in the local community and our students wear it smartly inside the school and
on their way to and from home. It is a symbol of our collective identity, values and pride. Uniform is
proven to reduce bullying and discrimination and to encourage in young people a sense of
belonging to something bigger than themselves and of which they are an integral and valued
component.

We have been looking very closely at the affordability of our uniform since September, and were
very grateful to all those of you who took part in our consultation survey and follow-up work. Taking
your responses to that consultation, and those conducted with staff and students we are launching
our new uniform policy here:.

This policy will be active from now on, which means that:

● Any parents purchasing a uniform for students currently in Year 6, and who are joining us in
September, are expected to follow this.

● Any parents replacing uniform items, which have worn out or been grown out of, for current
students are expected to follow this.

● No current student needs to change any item of uniform they already own, provided it was
part of the previous uniform rules.

The governing body has made changes to the main school uniform:

- That all students continue to wear a The Hemel Hempstead School Blue blazer with school logo.

- That all students continue to wear a The Hemel Hempstead School tie with House colours.
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- That all students can continue to wear dark charcoal grey, smart, tailored trousers, purchased from
any shop.

- That all students continue to wear plain, sturdy, black, polishable leather shoes.

- That all students continue to wear black, grey or white, ankle length socks, purchased from any
shop

However,

- There will no longer be a branded jumper; all students can wear a dark charcoal grey, v-neck
jumper (not round neck as these are not worn with ties, nor sweatshirts or hoodies), purchased from
any shop, and is worn under, not instead of, their blazer.



- There will no longer be a navy skirt, from a single supplier; all students can wear a smart navy,
tailored and knee length skirt, purchased from any shop. In the original consultation grey skirts
were suggested but parent and student voice was strongly that the navy should be retained.

● In years seven to nine this must be navy blue and have broad overlapping pleats top-stitched
to the hips

● In years ten and eleven this can also be a straight and knee length skirt, but not a short, or
stretchy skirt

For now, and for this September 2022, Stevensons in St Albans remains our uniform supplier.
However we will now start a competitive tendering process to ask a number of suppliers to quote for
future uniform supply.  Stevensons’ website is here:

https://www.stevensons.co.uk/

https://www.stevensons.co.uk/


The governing body has made changes to the PE kit:

- That all students continue to wear a The Hemel Hempstead School unisex or fitted polo shirt.

- That all students continue to wear The Hemel Hempstead School shorts or skort.

- That all students are able to wear a The Hemel Hempstead School midlayer jacket if they wish.

- That these items will come from a new supplier, Peter Spivey Ltd, who are our new supplier for PE
kit.

However,

- There will no longer be branded socks; dark blue football socks can be purchased from any shop.

The following will be optional items, which can be worn, provided they are plain (without logo or
brand), and dark blue:

- dark blue tracksuit trousers, dark blue joggers, dark blue leggings and/or dark blue under/bases
layers, purchased from any shop.

- Peter Spivey’s website is here:

https://www.peterspivey.com/hhs

Pre-loved uniform

We have a selection of pre-loved donated school uniform items for sale. Please email matron via
parentmail@hemelschool.com or call to discuss which items you need. Once you have what you
need please go to Sims360 or call student services to pay over the phone. All proceeds will go to
the school funds.

In summary

We believe that these changes will give parents and carers the following potential  savings:

● shop v-neck jumper rather than branded jumper - £9 instead of £32
● shop pleated skirt rather than prescribed Navy skirt - £12 instead of £32
● shop dark blue football socks rather than branded socks - £5 instead of £7
● shop dark blue leggings rather than branded leggings - £10 instead of £30
● shop dark blue base layer rather than branded base layer - £15 rather than £30
● shop dark blue tracksuit or jogging bottoms - £15 rather than £30

...which is a total potential saving, per child, of £85

All shop bought items must be as described above,  plain, without any logos, brands or patterns.

This is vitally important so that uniform, including PE kit, continues to serve its most important
functions:

● To prevent bullying
● To provide a sense of belonging
● And to meet our obligations under the Health and Safety at Work Act.

https://www.peterspivey.com/hhs
mailto:parentmail@hemelschool.com
http://www.sims-pay.co.uk/


We will therefore proudly and rigorously insist on our students' uniform being correct, clean and
smart each day. and thank you for your support as parents and carers in this important work.

This information will also be available on the school website, here:

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/parents/uniform/

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Updated guidance from Hertfordshire County Council Attendance Officers for children and
young people aged 18 years and under who have a positive test result

It is not recommended that children and young people are tested for COVID-19 unless directed to
by a health professional.
If a child or young person has a positive COVID-19 test result they should try to stay at home and
avoid contact with other people for 3 days after the day they took the test, if they can.
After 3 days, if they feel well and do not have a high temperature, the risk of passing the infection
on to others is much lower. This is because children and young people tend to be infectious to other
people for less time than adults.

Local Authority Attendance Officer
West Area

Vaping Amnesty Day - Thursday 5th May 2022

Last term, Mr Hassell wrote to all of our students at The Hemel Hempstead School about a small
number of students who have been vaping on site. He wrote of the consequences for our
community based on the actions of a minority, and the addiction that these students are facing.
Vaping is an issue faced by many schools. Indeed, in a PHE publication in 2018, it was estimated
that 11% of 15 year olds in the UK had tried vaping products. Many of these products still contain
nicotine, a highly addictive substance known to affect physical health, mood, memory, the brain
(which is still developing until the age of 25) and, consequently, the social and emotional wellbeing
of our students, as well as their academic performance.
We are not alone in facing this challenge within our own school community, but we are perhaps
unique in our response.
On Thursday 5th May 2022, we are inviting any student at The Hemel Hempstead School to share
their desire to quit with any member of staff and to receive our support. We will not issue
consequences to students for coming forward and asking for our help. In fact, we see this as an
opportunity to embody three of our five Rs: responsibility, reflection and resilience.

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/parents/uniform/


Students who come forward will be given a ‘quit mentor’, a volunteer from our school staff, who will
work with them for the remainder of the academic year, meeting with them each week and offering
support and encouragement on their journey.
We take our legal and moral obligation to protect and safeguard our students very seriously. For
our Vaping Amnesty Day, in compliance with our safeguarding protocols, we will not release
information to parents or carers of students in Years 10 - 13 if their child comes to us for support.
We have taken this decision because we believe that students within these year groups are mature
enough to make this choice for themselves. Moreover, we are sure you will agree that students are
more likely to come to us for support in this matter if they are as anonymous as possible.

Thank you for your continuing support,
Hannah Jevon
Deputy Head of Year 8

Dacorum Schools Dragons Apprentice Programme
21/22

Over the past few months a team of budding Year 12
entrepreneurs have taken part in this annual programme
which aims to develop enterprise and teamworking skills
in students with the aim of raising as much money as
possible for their chosen charity.

This year the team raised essential funds for Dacorum Mencap through various activities including
a successful quiz night held here at the school.

The students have successfully overcome numerous barriers posed by the Covid pandemic which
meant plans had to be modified again and again. They put together a business plan, liaised closely
with their 'Dragon' and promoted their events with much determination.

It is clear that the students learnt much throughout the process which will stand them in good stead
going forward.  Congratulations and well done to all those students who took part.

We look forward to next year's challenge.

James Essex
Head of Business Studies



District Football Cup Final Success!

Year 7 District Cup Final
HHS 4-3 Longdean
HHS Scorers - Sonny Murphy (7C) x3 and Finley Clark (7C)

Year 8 District Cup Final
HHS 2-1 Longdean
HHS Scorers - Harry Webb (8C) & Albert Moriarty (8C)

Year 9 District Cup Final
HHS 1-0 Tring
HHS Scorer - Frank Norris (9F)

Year 10 District Cup Final
HHS 3-0 Laureate
HHS Scorers - Curtis Lewinson (10A), James Proctor (10A) & Fran Oliver (10N)

Well done and congratulations to everyone who took part.



THE HHEx Clubs and Activities Summer Term

Please click the link below

HHEX Clubs Timetable

Year 11 Hoodies

Please find below the link to order Year 11 leavers hoodies.  There is a fairly tight turnaround so
here is the link for parents/carers to order and Mr Colquhoun will send out an official communication
next week.

https://www.peterspivey.com/product-page/hhs-leavers-hoody-2022

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Excellent Achievement For….
Captaining the Hertfordshire County Association of Change Ringers Youth Band at

the National Youth Competition and ringing the bells at St Peter's Church,
Berkhamsted on St George’s Day: Chris Gill

https://sites.google.com/hemelschool.com/thehhex/the-hhex-whats-on-summer-term-22
https://www.peterspivey.com/product-page/hhs-leavers-hoody-2022


Gold Letters

Letter 173 Year 10 Post 16 presentations
Letter 174 Year 10 Work Experience Medical Details

Letter 175 Year 10 Work Experience Parental Agreement Update
Letter 176 Rocketry Challenge

Friday 29th April - Wednesday 26th June - External Exams (GCSE/A level)
Monday 2nd May - SCHOOL CLOSED BANK HOLIDAY

Friday 6th May - A-Level PE Moderation Day
Thursday 12th May - Year 9 Brilliant Club Graduation @ Cambridge University

Monday 16th May - Year 13 Leavers Breakfast, 10am - 12.15pm, M9
Wednesday 18th May - Year 10 Theatre trip, Curious Incident of a Dog in the Night, coach leaves

school at 5.15pm
Friday 20th May - Year 6 into 7 Pre-Taster Day

Saturday 21st May - Bronze DofE Competency Day
Monday 23rd May - Friday 27th May - Year 10 Work Experience

Friday 17th June - School Sports Day @ Jarman Park
Thursday 23rd June - Senior Prizegiving

Monday 27th June - Tuesday 28th June - Sixth Form Induction Day
Monday 27th June - Friday 8th July - Year 10&12 Trial Exams

Tuesday 28th June - Year 6 into 7 Information Evening for Parents/Carers (online) 6pm - 7.30pm
Wednesday 6th July - Year 11 Prom @ Shendish Manor

Thursday 7th July - Year 6 into 7 Transition Day
Wednesday 13th July - Tuesday 19th July - Music Tour to Spain

Saturday 16th - Wednesday 20th July - Year 10 Trip to Berlin
Tuesday 19th July - Annual School Fun Run
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Fixtures

Tuesday 3rd May - County League Athletics@ Jarman Park 4pm - 6.30pm

Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

Academic Year 2022/23

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - INSET DAY

Friday 2nd September - New Year 7 & 12 only

Monday 5th September - School Open to all Students

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

Saturday 1st October - School Open Day

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October

Thursday 24th November - Day off in lieu for open day

Friday 25th November - Occasional Day

Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March



HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Attachments:

1. Family Lives Summer Programme
2. What parents/carers need to know about group chats
3. Dacorum Families SEND Information Faye
4. Hemel Hempstead Bubble Rush
















