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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

It is fantastic to have all our students back.  We hope that you had a fabulous Easter Break and
were able to spend time with friends and family.

The summer term is always a very busy one, with lots of events as part of The HHEx and, of
course, for two of our year groups, one of the biggest events of their lives.

For Years Thirteen and Eleven this summer will see their public examinations, the first examinations
in the main hall starting in just 24 days time.

It is at this time of year that students in year eleven start to ask about study leave.  It is not a
conversation I have had in a few years due to the way students were awarded grades during the
COVID pandemic, but I am happy now to return to it.

The bottom line is that ‘study leave’ as I and many of our parents would remember from our time in
schools in the ‘80s, ‘90s and ‘00s involved Year Eleven pretty much disappearing after the Easter
holidays and only coming back in for examinations.  I am very pleased to say that this does not
happen any more!

And the reason is simple - it did not work.  There was lots of research done which showed that
schools who stopped teaching and gave their students time at home to ‘revise’ in fact did their
students a huge disservice, and their grades went down as a result.  I certainly remember that the
sixteen-year-old me, did not make very good use of that time at all, and that my peers and I would
have been far better off continuing to be supported by caring, present, knowledgeable and attentive
staff at school.

So, instead, the vast majority of schools, including this one, continue to teach, support, and revise
with students in the school setting until the examinations have actually started.
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Clearly, once all of Year Eleven are having examinations daily, well into May, we will then, as we
always do, arrange for a shirt-signing event, after which students will only need to come in when
they have an examination.

I know that students and parents/carers will understand that I will keep that date and time very close
to my chest for now, as sadly one or two individuals can always choose to spoil what should be a
very special and poignant moment, for everyone else.

We then look forward to welcoming Year Eleven back into school after everyone has done all their
exams, for photos, farewells, some non-alcoholic bubbles, a BBQ and then that evening, their prom,
on the 6th July.

The timetable for this year’s summer examinations for Years Eleven and Thirteen is on our website,
here:

https://sites.google.com/hemelschool.com/thehhex/exams

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Are you looking for a new career?

Do you want a job that is flexible and can fit around family life, like school holidays?

Do you want a job that is rewarding, meaningful, valuable and can change young people’s lives?

Do you care about children, their development, their futures and that they are given the very best
chances in life?

Perhaps you would make an awesome Teaching Assistant, as part of our growing team?

It does not matter if you have no experience in these areas - the key quality you need to have is a
desire to work with children and to see them do well.

We would provide you with all of the training you would need, and your salary would start from day
one (no training rates or part release).

If you think you could be the person that makes a difference to the lives of our children with Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities then please contact e.smith@hemelschool.com to arrange a
visit.

The Hemel Hempstead School is totally committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
young people and expects all colleagues to share this commitment. All post holders are subject to
satisfactory DBS enhanced disclosure.

https://sites.google.com/hemelschool.com/thehhex/exams


Easter Iceland Trip

From 1st - 4th April 38 students and 5 staff set off on an amazing Icelandic
adventure. Upon arrival in Iceland we were picked up by our amazing tour guide
Hlif and our coach driver. We first headed to the Bridge between Continents
where we drove past lava fields and crater rows, here we walked on and under
the bridge that links the Eurasian and North American continents. We then
headed to Gunnuhver, an area with amazing mud pools and steam vents. Finishing off the day, we
had a tour of the coast line and headed to our home away from home for the first two nights. In the
evening, we had a variety of options of enjoying the two hot tubs, a walk around the vast grounds
and some of us chose to sit under the stars and enjoy the outdoors.

On the second day, we headed to the Iceland Volcano and Earthquake Centre where we learnt and
experienced the art and science of Iceland’s unique geology. From there we were driven to
Sólheimajökull glacier where we learnt how to put on crampons and walk on glaciers with ice axes.
For many, the glacier trek was the highlight of our trip as we got to understand the outstanding
natural beauty of Iceland, whilst experiencing the almost eerie silence and getting to eat some
Icelandic ice. Personally, this was my favourite place as even in the desolate landscape with very
little life, you feel at one with the surroundings.

After having seen some of the breathtaking views we had our lunch in the rain. We then went to
Reynisfjara, also known as the black beach, and here we walked along the volcanic beach and saw
vast coastal formations (headlands, caves, arches, stacks and stumps) that we had been taught
about in class. We ended the day on a high, at Skogafoss and Seljandsfoss - two of Iceland’s most
breathtaking waterfalls. We went into the waterfall caves and even behind the waterfalls, this was
amazing but many of us needed to hair-dry our clothes afterwards.

Day three saw us venture into the inner works of a lava tube and see how destructive and powerful
volcanoes can be and the beauty they leave behind. Whilst we were in there they turned off all of
the lights. This was so surreal as the darkness felt infinite but the sounds of the water droplets and
the echoes in the cave gave it life. On our way to our next
activity, we had a surprise stop at an Icelandic horse farm
where we got to feed these unique and much-loved animals.

We then visited Geysir, a hot spring that gave its name to all
the world’s geysers. Whilst the sulphur (bad egg) smell was
strong, it was breathtaking to watch as it erupted every few
minutes. After visiting the geysers, we went to Gullfoss
where we visited our final waterfall of the trip and spent quite
a bit of money in the gift shop buying things from salt to
necklaces to puffin toys. Our final site of the day was
Thingvellir, one of Iceland’s most beautiful national parks and
the location of the world’s first parliament, which is located
on the rift valley between the Eurasian and North American
plates.

To sum up, this trip was amazing. We got to see how what
we have been taught can be in the real world, physical geographical applications. But not only were
we taught new things about geography, we got to have fun, enjoy ourselves and experience
potentially once in a lifetime activities and opportunities.

Georgina Heron-Edmends
Year 11



Sixth Form Italy Tour - Easter 2022

Between the breaking up for the Easter holidays and the breaking of the
next dawn 36 intrepid 6th Formers and 5 supervising staff boarded a
coach bound for Gatwick airport on the first leg of what would prove to
be a memorable school tour of Italy.

Several hours and packets of airline Pringles later we arrived in Napoli and were soon being
expertly guided around the impressive National Archaeological Museum of Naples. A
world-renowned treasure house of ancient Roman artefacts, it contained everything from day-to-day
tools to gladiatorial armour to erotic good-luck charms. Faintly overloaded and fairly famished, we
quickly devoured the delicious Italian street food being sold on the street outside before heading off
to an amphitheatre for the afternoon. This combination of ancient knowledge and modern
gastronomic delight set the tone for the whole trip.

The fashionable holiday resort of Sorrento was our base for exploring the ruins of Pompeii and
Herculaneum under the brooding watch of Mount Vesuvius, which unfortunately the weather
prevented us from scaling. The weather also made for an interesting ferry ride to Capri, with
heaving seas leading to heaving passengers - it was worth it for the scenery, sublimity and slice of
la dolce vita that the island offered. It was no wonder that the emperor Tiberius chose to stay for
more than a decade in the Villa Jovis which we hiked to the top of the island to see. Fortunately,
Neptune was in a calmer mood by the time of the boat ride back to the mainland.

The second half of the tour was in Rome itself. The might and majesty of the ancient Roman world,
with the Forum, Colosseum and various temples and mausoleums was contrasted with the
Renaissance splendour of the Spanish Steps and Trevi Fountain. There were plenty of
opportunities to take the requisite aesthetic photos. However, it was also clear from the numinous
impact of St Peter’s Basilica and the Sistine
Chapel that vast reserves of power and glory
were still deeply seated in this eternal city.

Opportunities for souvenir shopping, visiting
other landmarks like the Stadio Olimpico or
simply having just one last gelato were given on
the final morning. That afternoon saw nascent
summery weather accompany us to Ostia
Antica, the old port that served the Empire to
Rome for a leisurely look at the ruins and
mosaics before heading to the nearby airport for
the journey home. Both students and staff were
full of praise for the trip and, as all roads
apparently lead to Rome, plans are already afoot for the next visit.

Mr S Gregson
English Teacher and Interventions Coordinator



Dacorum Music School

Dacorum Music School is holding a concert and open day event on Saturday 7th May at St.John's
church for anyone interested in taking up a musical instrument. The DMS Youth Orchestra is
performing film music including music from Encanto, Star Wars and much more. After the concert
there is a chance to try out all the instruments as well as meeting the players and finding out more
about each instrument. Please take a look at the attached flyer and grab yourself a family ticket to
the concert by clicking on the QR code – only £5 per family!

Nyree O’Brien
Head of Dacorum Music School -  Hertfordshire Music Service



The Hemel Hempstead School Angling Club - Year 7

Interested in learning to fish?

We would like to offer a new Angling Club for our current Year
7. This will be a 6 week programme at school and using
Redbournbury Fisheries, run by our site manager Mr
Benstead. Please email c.benstead@hemelschool.com to express an interest clearly stating your
child’s name and form. Currently numbers are limited but if successful we hope to open this out to
more students and other years in the future.

HHS Summer Fair is back!



Gold Letters
Letter 166 Dance Trip to An Evening with the Rambert Dance Company

Letter 167 Year 9 Future First Workshop (selected students)
Letter 168 Year 9 and 10 Training Session at Tottenham Hotspur (selected students)

Letter 169 Year 10 Trip to Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night time
Letter 170 Sixth Form Induction Programme

Letter 171 Year 7 Career Talk
Letter 172 Year 10 Work Experience - Parental Agreement and Next Steps

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Letter-166-Dance-trip-to-An-Evening-with-Rambert-Dance-Company.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Letter-167-Year-9-Future-First-Workshop.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Letter-168-Years-10-Training-Session-at-Tottenham-Hotspur.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Letter-169-Year-10-Trip-to-The-Curious-Incident-of-the-Dog-in-the-Night-Time.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Letter-170-SIxth-Form-Induction-Programme.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Letter-171-Year-7-Careers-Talk.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Letter-172-Year-10-Work-Experience-Parental-Agreement-and-next-steps.pdf


Monday 25th April - Year 11 Dacorum District Cup Final
Tuesday 26th April - Year 7 Dacorum District Cup Final

Thursday 28th April - Year 7 Athletics Friendly @ JFK, 4pm - 5pm

Monday 25th and Tuesday 26th April - Year 12 EPQ presentations, 4pm - 5.30pm, Hall
Tuesday 26th April - Year 11 Exam Busters Session delivered by ‘Positively You’

Wednesday 27th and Thursday 28th April - GCSE Modern Foreign Language Oral Exams
Wednesday 27th April - Year 10 Post 16 Option talks, 9.50am - 12.30pm

Friday 29th April - Wednesday 26th June - External Exams (GCSE/A level)
Monday 2nd May - SCHOOL CLOSED BANK HOLIDAY

Thursday 12th May - Year 9 Brilliant Club Graduation @ Cambridge University
Monday 16th May - Year 13 Leavers Breakfast, 10am - 12.15pm, M9

Wednesday 18th May - Year 10 Theatre trip, Curious Incident Of a Dog in the Night, coach leaves
school at 5.15pm

Monday 23rd May - Friday 27th May - Year 10 Work Experience
Friday 17th June - School Sports Day @ Jarman Park



Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

Academic Year 2022/23

Some of our INSET days are still to be decided and we will inform you of these events in due
course.

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - INSET DAY

Friday 2nd September - New Year 7 & 12 only

Monday 5th September - School Open to all Students

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

Saturday 1st October - School Open Day

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October

Thursday 24th November - Day off in lieu for open day

Friday 25th November - Occasional Day

Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June

Attachments

1. Spotting ads on social media
2. Support in Dacorum for Parents/Carers Summer Term 22
3. Your guide to SEND Careers
































