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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

Finding out more about the fantastic work your children are doing in school

At the end of last year and when Ofsted were here we did surveys of parents and carers to help us
get feedback and improve what we do.  An area we identified as one in which we knew we could do
better was in telling you what your children did each day and how well they are doing.

Since that time we have been working hard on improving our processes in both those areas:

● How do I know what my child is learning?

○ We believe that the curriculum is everything: the whole experience; what it is to be a
part of the community at The Hemel Hempstead School.  It is 'The Hemel Hempstead
Experience'.

○ We design our curriculum to provide the broadest, richest experiences which lead to
meaningful learning, of knowledge and of skills.  Our curriculum should sculpt young
people who, because they have a love of learning in all its forms, are resilient,
confident, articulate and successful members of society, who aspire and achieve.  To
gain this love of learning, and experience success, they must know how to learn and
make connections between school and the real world.

○ It is the intent of our curriculum that it allows students to learn ‘to be, not just seem to
be’: Esse Quam Videri.

○ Mr Heward has launched a brand new part of our website to capture all of The Hemel
Hempstead Experience.

○ It contains detailed narratives of what your child will study, and why, in every subject
for every year - under the curriculum section (link on the left of the page).
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○ It can be found on the ‘how we learn’ tab on the main website and here, and I invite
you to explore it and all the other things it tells parents, carers and students about.

○ https://sites.google.com/hemelschool.com/thehhex/home
● How do I know how well my child is doing?

○ We have always, like all schools, had reports, but we wanted to make them better,
more useful, more user friendly.

○ So we are very grateful to the group of parents and carers who have been part of a
working group with Ms Bevan and Ms Heale looking at how we do just that.

○ So, at the end of this term we will be sending you a new format of report which will
show you:

■ What we expect your child will achieve at the end of their studies.

■ How they are doing right now on that journey, our ‘professional prediction’.

■ In Key Stage three - how the two compare, i.e. their progress, are they doing
fine and ‘working at’, or a little behind and ‘working towards’, or doing even
better and ‘working beyond’?.

■ How they are behaving and how much effort they are putting into their work.

■ Up to three comments, specific to them, to help them improve over the next
term.

○ We would be very grateful to hear your feedback on this new format as we want to
make them the very best that they can be for all parents and carers, so look out for
them at the end of term and again at the beginning of the next - we send them out
twice now because we know that many parents prefer one or the other approach.

● Finally, I would always encourage you to view the work that your children are doing.

○ Much of that, especially their homework, is done on Google Classrooms, and there is
a useful guide here on how you can look at your child's work, with them, via Google
Classrooms at any time.

● https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Google-Classrrom-Guide-fo
r-Parents_Carers.pdf

Neil Hassell
Headteacher
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We are keeping our Ukraine donation collection open for another week, until Friday 18th March.
We are incredibly grateful for all the donations so far and for all those we know who have made
monetary donations to the DEC via the Red Cross Website.
Charities are asking for the following - which are the things that people now need:

● Family first aid kits, containing bandages, painkillers and antiseptic - like the ones you can
get in a pharmacy

● Wind-up or solar torches - not battery ones or plug in - there is no power
● Wind-up or solar radios -  not battery ones or plug in - there is no power
● Batteries - of all sizes
● Power banks for mobiles - communication is essential and most other means have been cut

off
● Walkie-talkies - for emergency communication between houses
● Nappies and wipes  - for babies and toddlers
● Baby food and baby milk
● Tinned food - non-perishable like tinned meats, tinned fish, tinned vegetables etc
● Dried foods - non-perishable like pasta, rice, noodles etc
● Energy bars
● Solid winter boots
● Toiletry sets - such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap etc
● Tents and sleeping bags, blankets, pillows and duvets
● Thermos
● Thermal underwear, men’s socks

They do not need (for the moment)  so please do not donate:

● Clothing - they have large amounts donated already
● Foods which cannot be stored in a cupboard - it will rot before it gets there
● Anything easily breakable
● Gifts or toys - these take up precious space needed for life-saving essentials
● Anything needing mains power

If you prefer, you might like to make a financial contribution and we are suggesting that you donate
to the British Red Cross, who are internationally renowned experts in this kind of work:

https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-crisis-appeal

Thank you for anything you can do to help alleviate the suffering of fellow Europeans whose lives
have been destroyed, almost overnight, by war.

We would also like to thank In-Excess Removals Ltd based in Hemel Hempstead for
donating all the cardboard boxes for us to box up donations.
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Careers Information

‘Insights: Your Guide to Green Jobs’ virtual event 16 th March 5.30 – 7.00 pm

This event has been designed to showcase the huge range of careers within the Green Sector in
the region, and to celebrate and raise awareness of Global Recycling Day on 18th March.
Volunteers will be able to provide a real understanding of the environmental challenges that we
face, and the solutions they are coming up with to tackle them. The volunteers, from a range of
different industries, will give an excellent insight into their work and pathways. Some of the
companies represented are Colorifix; Mole Architects; Oxwash; The Geographer Online Eco-gifting
Store; WSP (Professional Services) and the Cambridge Institute for Sustainability Leadership.
 
This virtual event is open to all students from Year 8 and above, as well as their parents/carers, and
has been designed to allow students to interact and connect with some of the region’s leading
green sector employers; learn about pathways available to a career in the green sector, including
apprenticeships and graduate opportunities and find out about different jobs and opportunities.
 
In order to register a place, please click on the following link:  
 
https://bit.ly/FtFInsights7
 
(It is important that parents, carers and students visit the registration page and click ‘join event’. You
will be asked to register with Hopin, which is free).   

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator

Reminder no Homework Club Tuesday 22nd March due to staff training.
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90th Anniversary Quiz Night

We held our 90th Anniversary quiz night on the 3rd March and there were twenty teams that
entered in total. Our quiz masters were Ms Heale and Ms Sepala who set six rounds of challenging
questions. The film round was brought to life as the quiz masters acted out each film clip with the
help of some props and wigs for the occasion!

It was a tightly fought contest and the overall winners were ‘The Birthday Crew’ who received
trophies thanks to a parent Mr J Turner who kindly made these and donated them for this event.
Congratulations to:

Miss Thompson
Mr Shaw
Ms Watts
Ms S Rayner
Ms M McCausland
Ms P Ozier
Ms S Martin
Ms K Russell

We also drew the raffle and would like to thank the local shops and community for donating such
amazing prizes.

A great night was had by all and we raised a grand total of £2,106.80 for our 90th Anniversary
charities, Afghan Aid, Teenage Cancer Trust and Greyhound Trust.

Charity Captains and Mrs Smith



Fundraising Dog Walk for Ukraine

Some of our Year Seven children are doing a fundraising dog walk for Ukraine on Sunday 13th
at 12pm starting at Blackbirds Moor. They’ll be walking round the moor, selling bracelets,
keyrings and cakes. Come and join us on the walk (you don’t have to have a dog), wear blue
and yellow and donate if you can. It will be a chance to come together and do something
positive in such an awful situation. All donations are going to the DEC appeal. You can donate
on the day or through this link www.justgiving.com/fundraising/boxmoor-for-ukraine
Thank you and please spread the word to other local friends.
A group of Year 7 parents/carers

HHS Summer Fair is back!
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Gold Letters

Letter 139 Yr 7/8 Training Session Spurs
Letter 140 Yr 11 Career Info Start Profile
Letter 141 Yr 10 Career Info Start Profile
Letter 142 Yr 13 NCFF Business Exam

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services To The School Community For……
Arranging a charity dog walk for Ukraine in the local community: Felix Chapman,

Ryan Cooper, Evelyn Evans, Jacob Rhoden, Maisie Ruddock, Imogen Whiting,

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Letter-139-Years-7-and-8-Training-Session-at-Tottenham-Hotspur.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Letter-140-Year-11-Careers-Info-Start-Profile.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Letter-141-Year-10-Careers-Information-Start-Profile.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Letter-142-Year-13-NCFE-Business-Exam.pdf


Monday 14th March - Year 10 Football v Ashlyns (A)
Monday 14th March - Under 13’s Girls Football v Tring (H)
Tuesday 15th March - Year 8 County Rugby Tournament

Tuesday 15th March - Year 7-10 Netball Plate Finals @ Ashlyns
Tuesday 15th March - Year 11 Boys Football v Astley Cooper (H)
Tuesday 15th March - Year 9 Rugby v Kings Langley School (H)

Tuesday 15th March - Year 8 Netball v JFK (H)
Wednesday 16th March - Year 10 Netball v Kings Langley School (A)
Wednesday 16th March - Year 7 Rugby v Kings Langley School (A)

Thursday 17th March - Year 7-10 Netball Cup Finals @ Ashlyns
Thursday 17th March - Year 8 Football v Astley Cooper (H)

Friday 18th March - Year 7 Jnr NBA v Adeyfield (H)

Monday 14th March - Saturday 19th March - A Level Geography Trip to Yorkshire
Tuesday 15th March - House Science, 3.45pm - 5pm in SC1&2

Thursday 17th March - Year 8 Employability Skills and Future Jobs Workshop
Sunday 20th March - GCSE Drama Rehearsal Day, 10am - 5pm

Sunday 20th March - Dacorum Dance Competition Rehearsal, 10am - 1pm
Sunday 20th March - Year 11 Theatre Trip to see Woman in Black
Monday 21st March - Friday 25th March - GCSE Drama Exams

Tuesday 22nd March & Wednesday 23rd March - GCSE Music Performance Exams
Wednesday 23rd March - Bronze DofE Parents Information Evening, 6pm - 6.45pm in M9

Thursday 24th March - Year 12 Parents Evening, Online
Friday 25th March - Charity Football, 3.30pm and Netball 1.30pm Matches - Non School Uniform

Day
Friday 25th March - Dacorum Dance Competition, 6.30 - 8pm

Tuesday 29th March - Year 11 Post 16 Guidance Meetings
Thursday 31st March - House Music, 7 - 9pm , Hall

Friday 1st April - Thursday 7th April - Year 12 & 13 Trip to Rome
Friday 1st April - Monday 4th April - Iceland Trip

Thursday 21st April - Year 7 Parents Evening



Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Thursday 31st March 2022

Day in lieu of The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday - 1st April 2022

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

Academic Year 2022/23

Some of our INSET days are still to be decided and we will inform you of these events in due
course.

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - INSET DAY

Friday 2nd September - New Year 7 & 12 only

Monday 5th September - School Open to all Students

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

Saturday 1st October - School Open Day

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October

Thursday 24th November - Day off in lieu for open day

Friday 25th November - Occasional Day

Monday 12th December - INSET Day

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June



Attachments

1. What Parents/Carers need to know about YOBO
2. BeeZee Bodies - Parent Mail
3. Theatre Summer School
4. Storm Basketball










