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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

There is something about the smell of the lights, the low murmur of anticipation in the hall, the
squeaks and babbles of musicians tuning up, the occasional twitch of the curtain as last minute
prop and staging adjustments are made.

And then you see a student, who you have known for years, one of your head students no less,
totally transformed, not just by makeup and costume, but come to life as a totally new character,
being relayed on stage in front of you.

There truly is nothing like the theatre, and school productions are all the more special because you
have a connection to the performers: you know them, they are your students, your classmates, your
children and grandchildren.
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I was, as always, totally awestruck by this year's incredible performance of Hairspray.   A strong
script, with challenging content, reflecting a time of prejudice, segregation and institutional racism;
yet with many lessons and messages still absolutely relevant today - it was brought to life
magnificently by our cast and crew.

I would like to take this opportunity to say a massive well done to all of the students, front stage and
back who have put in hours of time and dedication, and thank you to all of the staff and volunteers
who made it possible for them to do so.  Mrs Heale and her team work tirelessly on these
performances and the rewards are there for all to see.

Thank you to all the parents, carers, friends and family who came to be part of such an engaged
and supportive audience.  Thanks to some clever filtration technology, some thoughtful seating
arrangements and a lot of care, we were so glad to be able to put on a full performance, despite the
ever-present problems caused by Covid, and we could not be more pleased that we were able to
take one more step back to normal.

Students have responded really well to the recent changes regarding face coverings and we will
continue to support their individual responsibility as to whether they want to wear one or not, and at
what times.

As from Friday 11th February

● The changing rooms will be back in use, as it's a non uniform day, and students will change
for PE and for dance.  Students will be expected to wear the correct PE kit, or students will
be given a C1 by their PE teacher.

As a reminder, from Monday 21st February 2022, after we return from the half term
holiday:

● Full, smart uniform will be worn every day by all students, or students will be given a C1 by
their class teachers.

● We will run a full calendar of events, sporting fixtures, celebrations, performances and trips.

As always, we thank you all, parents and carers, for all your support and understanding as we
navigate announcements from the government and do everything we can to keep your children
safe, happy and successful.

COVID LFT Test Kits
We will no longer be sending test kits home with students but these can be collected from reception
at any time.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher



Dress to Express for Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week - Friday 11th February

Next week we will be marking Children's Mental Health Awareness week with a range of activities
taking place across the school for the charity Place2Be.  One in six children and young people now
have a diagnosable mental health issue.  That’s five children in every classroom with a condition
like depression or anxiety.  Place2Be is the UK's leading school-based mental health charity,
providing support to children, families and school-based staff when they need it most.   Please help
us support Place2Be’s vital work, and together we can make a real difference to children's mental
health and ensure that children don’t have to face mental health problems alone.  On Friday 11th
February we will use clothing to express ourselves for Children’s Mental Health Week by
organising a 'Dress to Express Day' and where possible are asking for donations of £2 per person
to Place2Be via our online JustGiving Page:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/the-hemel-hempstead-school-hertfordshire?utm_medium=qr
code&utm_source=offline&utm_term=6d62120ac

Thank you
Mrs Thaker-London
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Tickets are now available for the HHS 90th Anniversary Quiz Night, Auction, and Raffle on the 3rd
March at 7pm - 9pm

Tickets for the night are £6 per head, maximum of 8 people per team. Please click on this google
form to sign up and buy your tickets on SIMS Pay360.

We are also holding a Raffle, tickets are £1 per strip and can be purchased via SIMS Pay360.

Prizes include:
● Storm Basketball Tickets and Signed Basketball
● Scuba Diving Voucher
● £200 photoshop vouchers with Redpath Photos
● Barracuda Vouchers
● Vouchers for M&S and Coffee & Wine
● Voucher for Hemel Ski Centre
● Voucher for Mamba Gym Boxing
● Champagne and Chocolate
● Hamper of Goodies

Refreshments, including a bar, will be available to purchase on the night.

We are raising money for AfghanAid, a charity that supports and helps people in Afghanistan
against the current crisis, Teenage Cancer Trust, a charity that provides care and support to
teenagers with cancer, and Greyhound Trust, a charity that helps retired racing greyhounds find
loving homes.

Rishi Hindocha and Natacha Basset
HHS Charity Captains

https://forms.gle/zTDzfEHnfhTAVTLn8
https://forms.gle/zTDzfEHnfhTAVTLn8


The HHEx
Esse Quam Videri.

The Hemel Hempstead Experience allows all students to be, not only seem to be.
Check out the Clubs & Activities list via the link below to find out what’s on for you to get

involved in.

HHEx Whats On

Help needed with our school allotment - Tuesday NOT Monday

The school's allotment is now ready to go, we have the seeds, bulbs, soil and all of the equipment
but now we need YOU! We are looking for students in all years to help us!
So come on down to TE9 (Food Dept.) on Tuesday lunch time.
Email me if you have any questions or would like to join - 18dewars.c@hemelschool.com

We can’t wait to see you there!

Charlie Dewars
Year 10

https://sites.google.com/hemelschool.com/thehhex/the-hhex-whats-on-spring-term-22?authuser=0


To coincide with National Apprenticeships Week 2022, Alex Burghart, Minister for Skills, is
writing to students in Years 11, 12 and 13, and parents, carers and guardians about the
opportunities and benefits apprenticeships can bring to young people.

The intention of the letters is to encourage students and parents to consider apprenticeships
when they are thinking about career choices.

Open the letter to students

Open the letter to parents, carers, and guardians

HHS Careers Information

National Apprenticeship Week

Next week marks the 15th National Apprenticeship week. There are lots of opportunities for
students to find out about apprenticeships and what they can offer.

Please take a look at these videos from Amazing Apprenticeships, Success at School and
Barclays which will provide you with a good overview of degree apprenticeships and how they
compare with a traditional university degree.

Amazing Apprenticeships - What is an apprenticeship?

Success at School - University or Apprenticeship?

A week in the life of a degree apprentice - A degree apprenticeship

Some of the virtual events taking place are listed below which you and your child may want to
attend.

Springpod Careers Fair

Springpod are running a virtual Apprenticeship Careers Fair and will have a range of industries
covered from professional services, finance, engineering, real estate and business. Students will be
able to meet some of the UK's top apprentice employers such as PWC, Kier, Pepsi and Deloitte.

This is a great opportunity for students considering the apprenticeship option to gather the
information needed to make an informed decision. You can plan your own programme and book for
talks that match your career interests. The talks can be listened to on demand after the event.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDMuNTI4MjI3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1VLREZFLzIwMjIvMDIvMDMvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8yMDY2MjQwLzJTa2lsbHMlMjBNaW5pc3RlciUyMExldHRlcl9ZUF9GSU5BTC5wZGYifQ.FsNbS5N73ap7nbpIXadFoeygaeGCpFstvzIm1hwQ_4E/s/741220572/br/126075529374-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDMuNTI4MjI3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1VLREZFLzIwMjIvMDIvMDMvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8yMDY2MjIzLzJTa2lsbHMlMjBNaW5pc3RlciUyMExldHRlcl9QYXJlbnRzQ2FyZXJzX0ZJTkFMLnBkZiJ9.ejHtUNK49Sa8g9qRGk1_wAtxKBbI-uMOgkJ9etQ4W6U/s/741220572/br/126075529374-l
https://vimeo.com/358762043
https://youtu.be/ygtpPOHPFgo
https://youtu.be/bwXppLVq-WM


Bookings are open now - Click here to book your place and explore the programme - virtual
apprenticeship fair.

UCAS Discover Event

Sixth form students may find the UCAS Discover Apprenticeshop event on 9 th February useful,
where you can meet big name employers, discover popular apprenticeships and where they can
take you, live interview clinics and CV workshops and tips on how to decide your path. Once you
have signed up, you can listen to events live or, if you have a lesson, can catch up on demand.

UCAS Discover Apprenticeships

The Festival of Apprenticeships is running all week.  Meet employers from a variety of companies
including the BBC, JP Morgan, the Met Police, Lloyds Banking and many more

https://festivalofapprenticeships.com/online-careers-fair/

Technology Event Monday 7th February from 5:00pm – 6:30:00pm.

Some of the most prestigious and fastest-growing tech companies are meeting for what will be one
of the most immersive technology careers experience evenings. The line-up is as follows: IBM,
VMware, Goldman Sachs, Capgemini, World Wide Technology, Virgin Media, Vodafone, Experian
and QA.

The online event is open to all students in Y9 upwards

Throughout the evening you will hear from all the employers mentioned above in the form
of mini-interactive workshops where you will be able to see first-hand how technology is changing
the way we work and live in today’s world.

Certificates will be awarded to those who attend the event as well as in-person work
experience opportunities up for grabs for the most engaged students. On top of this, an event like
this would not be the same without some amazing tech giveaways so expect to win an iPad, Smart
Speakers and more.

If you’d like to apply to this event, please click on the registration link below.

Registration Link: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/TechTheFuture-Event

Degree Apprenticeships - What Are They All About?

FREE BROADCAST - MON 7TH FEBRUARY:  7PM - 8PM

What, so some people go to university and get their degree......but don't have to repay a student
loan AND get paid for being there? How does THAT work?

Monday night's webinar from My Great First Job CIC is all about the Degree Apprenticeships, which
can sometimes feel like the secret no one has let you in on!

With many super-high profile companies recruiting Degree Apprentices (eg Bank of England, PWC,
SKY, BBC, LandRover Jaguar), we want to make sure that young people know about this
option. The session will cover

● How Degree Apprenticeships work....and there's more than one type
● Where you can find the opportunities
● When you should be applying
● What can an application process look like?

https://t.sidekickopen01.com/s3t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7kF8cFts_VvXfQZ59hl3kW7_k2841CX6NGN35QwwqsNzWyW2PqxSG39Nndvf197v5Y04?te=W3R5hFj4cm2zwW3zfPTz3K78gSW3F6jX23T2970W4cNF5c41S87fW3GGYWV1JH05k0&si=8000000018612744&pi=9a37b98db49a732b51ab9b73afc9fd7e
https://t.sidekickopen01.com/s3t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7kF8cFts_VvXfQZ59hl3kW7_k2841CX6NGN35QwwqsNzWyW2PqxSG39Nndvf197v5Y04?te=W3R5hFj4cm2zwW3zfPTz3K78gSW3F6jX23T2970W4cNF5c41S87fW3GGYWV1JH05k0&si=8000000018612744&pi=9a37b98db49a732b51ab9b73afc9fd7e
https://www.ucas.com/events/discover-apprenticeships-404016
https://festivalofapprenticeships.com/online-careers-fair/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/TechTheFuture-Event


● Your Money! How does the student loan/maintenance/salary all work?

Book your FREE ticket here:

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/degree-apprenticeships-so-what-are-they-all-about-tickets-255137712
767

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator

Gold Letters

Letter 100 Year 13 History Trip to Krakow
Letter 103 Sixth Form Students - Car Usage

Letter 104 Second Languages
Letter 105 Year 7/8 Training Sessions at Tottenham Hotspur (selected students)

Letter 106 Dacorum Rotary Technology Tournament (selected students)
Letter 107 Italy Trip April 2022

Letter 108 Year 10 Work Experience Payment Contribution

https://facebook.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a066a31f22ad887c214ba3bac&id=f9b33630a1&e=08e0275aa7
https://facebook.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a066a31f22ad887c214ba3bac&id=f9b33630a1&e=08e0275aa7
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-100-Year-13-History-Trip-to-Krakow.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-103-Sixth-Form-Students-car-usage.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-104-Year-7-Second-Languages.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-105-Years-7-and-8-Training-Session-at-Tottenham-Hotspur.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-106-Dacorum-Rotary-Technology-Tournament.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-107-Italy-Trip-April-2022.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-108-Year-10-Work-Experience-Payment-Contribution.pdf


Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services To The School Community For……

Litter Picking at lunch time: Hussnan Zahoor

Excellent Achievement For……

Contributing to the school musical ‘Hairspray’: All Cast and Crew

Monday 7th February - Year 8 County Ruby Tournament @ Harpenden RFC, 2pm - 5pm
Monday 7th February - Year 10 Football v Ashlyns (A)

Monday 7th February -  Year 7 A&B Football v Tring (H)
Tuesday 8th February - Year 7 Netball v Tring (A)

Tuesday 8th February - Year 7 NBA Basketball v Challney (H)
Wednesday 9th February - Year 9 Netball v Tring (H)

Thursday 10th February - U15 Girls Football v Astley Cooper (H)



Monday 7th February - Covid Vaccinations (2nd vaccination)
Monday 7th February - Year 13 Trip To Whipsnade

Monday 7th February - Friday 11th February - Year 11 Food & Nutrition Practical Trial Exam
Monday 7th February - Friday 11th February - Child Mental Health Week

Tuesday 8th February - Camps International Movie Night, showing Encanto, Tickets £3 to be
purchased on the door of the hall 5.00pm

Wednesday 9th February - Year 9 Careers Day
Friday 11th February - Dress to Express, Non uniform Day

Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February - HALF TERM
Monday 21st February - Friday 25th February - House Basketball

Monday 28th February - Italy Trip, Parents/Carers Information Evening, Library
Tuesday 1st March - House Technology

Tuesday 1st March - Year 11 National Gallery Art Trip
Wednesday 2nd March - Year 11 Geography Field Trip

Thursday 3rd March - HHS 90th Birthday Charity Quiz Night and raffle (see above)
Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th March - Year 7 Epping Forest Geography Trip

Tuesday 8th March - Year 8 Role Model Event
Thursday 10th March - Year 8 Parents Evening

Thursday 10th March - Schools Rotary Challenge, Design Technology (selected students)
Friday 11th March - A Level Theatre Studies Practical Exam

Friday 1st April - Thursday 7th April - Year 12 & 13 Trip to Rome
Friday 1st April - Monday 4th April - Iceland Trip

Thursday 21st April - Year 7 Parents Evening



Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Friday 1st April 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Day in lieu of The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday - 1st April 2022

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

Academic Year 2022/23

TERM DATES

Our INSET days and the Open Day (on a Saturday) are still to be decided and we will inform
you of these events in due course.

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June



Attachments

1. Inspiring Children To Build A Better Digital World
2. Ellie’s Action - Preloved Clothes Sale
3. Watford Ladies FC Soccer Camp
4. Hemel Storm Home Game
5. Engineering Development Trust Careers












