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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

In January 1962 a trade deal was concluded between Cuba and the Soviet Union.  Seemingly
harmless, one might assume, but it was the start of a year that was the climax of the Cold War.  By
February the U.S. had increased its embargo on Cuba to cover almost everything. Later that same
month the U.S. took second prize in the space race, with John Glenn completing his mission to orbit
the Earth, ten months after the Russian Yuri Gagarin had been the first person to do so.  By March
Cuba was having to ration the very basics like food and fuel; people were starving.   In July the U.S.
conducted its last atmospheric nuclear test in the deserts of Nevada, and declared to the world that
it had now perfected its tactical nuclear weapons capability.  This show of force did not go
unnoticed.

In either August or September 1962 the Soviet Union began to secretly smuggle ballistic missiles
into Cuba, just 300 miles off the coast of the U.S., and built launch silos for them. On October 14th
a U.S. spy plane took a photo which proved what the Soviets were doing, and U.S. President
Kennedy spent twelve days in total secrecy trying to negotiate with his counterpart Khruschev.  This
fails, and on the 22nd,  Kennedy tells the American people that they are potentially minutes away
from total devastation in the event of a Soviet missile launch from Cuba.  Panic ensues across the
country and military tension in the Caribbean grows with several near misses between ships and
aircraft.  It is the closest that the world has ever come to nuclear war: just minutes away from it, if
some contemporary accounts are to be believed.

Eventually on the 28th October the Soviets, having achieved their political if not military aims,
backed down and began to remove the weapons, back to Russia and Eastern Europe, where some
remained operational until the 1990s.  The Cold War continued, in another proxy form, in Vietnam;
in December 1962 Kennedy was told by his friend and colleague Mike Mansfield that the war might
be unwinnable, yet it continued to be fought and lost until April 1975.
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Many of the ballistic missiles ended up in the Eastern European nations of the Soviet Block, like
Georgia, Lithuania, Belarus and of course The Ukraine.  And so sixty years later, some thirty years
after the Cold War officially ended, it, or a shadow of it, rumbles on.

Russia again has its eyes on The Ukraine and again faces off across a country that has not seen
true peace in a century, facing off with NATO led by America and its European Allies.  Once again
trade, and who one trades with, is at the centre of the tensions, though this time the trade is for oil
and gas, not food, cars, TVs and cigars.

Lots of students have asked me about what they are currently seeing on the news and how
worrying it is for them.  They understand, in a very grown-up way that I don’t think I could have at
their age, how things thousands of miles away can impact us in our own lives.  They have an
empathy and understanding for the suffering of the innocents drawn into conflict in a way that
shows maturity beyond their years.

In my assemblies this and next week I am talking to students about the ‘wake’ we leave as people.
The impact we have on others, how we leave them feeling, whether we support or condemn,
whether we add value or inflict harm.  In the first of those assemblies we have been talking about
the possible tension between free speech and hate speech, asking the  question “when does the
right to having an opinion and speaking one’s mind actually become harmful to others,
discriminating, driven by hate and liable to lead to tension and conflict?”

The current tensions in The Ukraine remind us of one of the most important principles of freedom,
democracy and open society: that if we focus on the differences between people - whether that be
nation, religion, race or identity - we can only stir conflict and hatred.  It is only when we are open to
celebrating the uniqueness, individuality and nuances of what makes everyone them that we can
promote peace, understanding and reconciliation.

This fact applies in international diplomacy and national building equally as it applies in the
playground, the classroom, on the football pitch and on a child’s phone on SnapChat on a Friday
night.  That is why our school values matter so much, and we hold onto them so very strongly…

Neil Hassell
Headteacher



Careers Information

Virtual Careers With Animals Day is a free, online event for those interested in working with
animals. Hosted on Microsoft Teams, you’ll get the chance to listen to career talks from key
organisations within the animal care and veterinary industry, and have the opportunity to ask
questions.

This is taking place on Saturday 19th March 2022 between 9:00am and 3:30pm and you will gain
the information you need to start your career with animals. You can pop in any time throughout the
day. This event will be particularly useful if you’re interested in job and career opportunities working
with animals in the South of England.

Please see the link for more details and to register your interest.

Virtual Careers with Animals Day

Investin Education are running both in-person and Live Online weekend programmes across over
20 different careers, providing students with an immersive experience of their dream career. There
is a charge for these programmes but there is a 15% discount and full bursaries are also available.

For those students looking ahead to the summer, they have launched summer experiences which
allow students to gain an in-depth understanding of the career area and gain a competitive
advantage. Students can benefit from a 15% discount on any of the Summer Experiences by use of
the code SUMMER15 at registration

When registering for any InvestIN programme, students will now receive 12 months’ access to our
state-of-the-art tech platform, AmbitionX. Here students will be able to access their programme
resources, gain coveted ‘experience points’ to demonstrate their levels of professional development
and will also have unlimited access to any of InvestIN’s Live Online weekend and evening
programmes through AmbitionX at no extra cost.

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator

Canteen Cashless Payment System

We would like to remind all parents/carers that we encourage students to use our cashless payment
system when purchasing food from the canteen. Our cashless system is Pay360 Education
Payments https://www.pay360educationpayments.com/Home Please contact student services by
phone 01442 390101 or email student.services@hemelschool.com if you need support with setting
this up. It would be reasonable for students to request to use their phone for Apple Pay/G Pay to
purchase food in the canteen in an emergency but they should not take their phone out until they
are in the canteen.
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90th Anniversary Raffle Prizes

Raffle tickets can be purchased via SIMS 360 and students can purchase them during lunchtimes.
The Raffle will be drawn at the quiz night on the 3rd March.

1 Little Hay Golf Course
https://littlehaygolf.co.uk/

1 x 4- Ball voucher on 18 hole golf
course (worth up to £116)

2 XC
An extreme sports facility based in Hemel
Hempstead: Climb, Skate, Cave, High
Ropes
https://thexc.co.uk/

2 x Skateboard sessions

3 Mad Squirrel
An award winning, innovative brewery
based in Hemel Hempstead.
https://www.madsquirrelbrew.co.uk/

6 x cans Mad Squirrel beer

4 Bovingdon & Flaunden Tennis Club
Situated in Bovingdon with 5 all weather,
floodlit courts offering tennis at all levels.
www.bovingdontennisclub.co.uk

One free adult coaching session or 6
junior group coaching sessions (Sat
morning)

5 Meat Hook
Butcher, deli on the High St in Bovingdon
selling everything from cheeses to fresh
fruit & veg and of course the finest fresh
British meat.
https://themeathook.co.uk/

£15 voucher

6 Wonderful things photography
https://www.wonderfulthingsphotography.c
o.uk/
Specialist photography based in Hemel
Hempstead

Shoot at home studio (usually worth
£300).  Any theme: newborn, baby,
maternity or family session

7 Boxmoor Yoga
https://www.boxmooryoga.co.uk/
General Hatha Yoga, Pregnancy &
Postnatal yoga

Trial Yoga Class

8 Khana Cookery £15 voucher

9 Dalchini Restaurant
Old town, Hemel Hempstead

£30 voucher
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10 Marks and Spencer £30 voucher

11 Mamba Gym Boxing £50 voucher credit or 1-1 Training
session

12 Ski Centre
Hemel Hempstead

£25 voucher

13 Matthews sharks youth scuba diving
club

Scuba diving lesson

14 Redpath photos £200 voucher

15 Jackie’s home beauty £20 voucher

16 Hemel Storm Basketball
https://stormbasketball.net/

Tickets to a home game and signed
Basketball

17 Coffee and wine
Coffee shop in Boxmoor

£15 voucher

Other prizes include wine, champagne, chocolates, a hamper and bath and body gifts.

We will also be holding an auction at the quiz night, prizes include:

● Butlins Voucher for a four night stay in a Gold Self Catering Apartment and also included
Premium Dining.

● A two night break at the White Rabbit Retreat in Bournemouth.

● A Watford FC signed Pennant.

We are raising money for AfghanAid, a charity that supports and helps people in Afghanistan
against the current crisis, Teenage Cancer Trust, a charity that provides care and support to
teenagers with cancer, and Greyhound Trust, a charity that helps retired racing greyhounds find
loving homes.

Rishi Hindocha and Natacha Basset
HHS Charity Captains

https://stormbasketball.net/


Easter Holiday Club for Families that are currently entitled to benefits related ‘Free School
Meals’

What will your kids be doing this Easter holiday?
Are they in need of action-packed days with the added benefit of a free meal? If so, HAPpy Holiday
Camps are taking place across Hertfordshire this Easter and might be just the answer!
It’s all thanks to Hertfordshire County Council who have joined forces with the Herts Sports
Partnership to organise a huge programme of activity for the school holidays.
Activities will be running in different venues across the county for children and young people eligible
for benefits-related free school meals, and all include a nutritious meal each day.
As an eligible family you can book for free using your unique HAPpy Booking Code. When
prompted, please make sure you enter the whole code, which includes the % symbol which is found
in the middle of the code.

Your unique code is: BAZ%56

You will be able to search for activities using your postcode or child’s age – places are limited and
strictly on a first come basis so be quick and book online from Monday 14th March at
https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/happy/booking
If you are having trouble booking, you’ll find a step-by-step guide on the booking page explaining
what to do. Still need help? Hertfordshire Libraries have computers you can use, and friendly staff
who will be able to help.

Additionally, there are a range of fun online Enrichment Activities to look through, with ideas for
learning more about arts and crafts, history, music, and theatre, plus ways to keep your family
active for 60 minutes each day! View these at https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/hafhappy

Lastly, our information page has links to a variety of organisations and advice you and your family
may find useful. Visit this at https://sportinherts.org.uk/happy/useful-local-services
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Gold Letters

Letter 123 Yr 10 Work Experience-Choosing Placements
Letter 126 Aspire Higher Project-Yr 9 selected students
Letter 127 Aspire Higher Project -Yr 9 selected students
Letter 128 Aspire Higher project -Yr 10 selected students

Letter 129 Yr 8 Parent Consultation
Letter 130 Year 11 Prom

Letter 131 Year 10 Employability Skills Workshop
Letter 133 Yr 10 Choosing Work Placements

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services To The School Community For……

Catching a student when they fainted, making sure they rested on the ground, showing
care, staying calm and collected : JJ Waldron

Excellent Achievement For……

Winning National Cadet of the Year 2022 for St John Ambulance and winning their 100
years graphic competition: Georgina Heron-Edmends

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-123-Year-10-Work-Experience-Important-Information-about-choosing-placements.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-126-Aspire-Higher-Year-9-group-2.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-127-Aspire-Higher-Year-9-group-1.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-128-Aspire-Higher-Year-10.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-129-Year-8-Remote-Parent-Consultation-Evening.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-130-Yr-11-Prom-2022.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-131-Year-10-Employability-Day.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-133-Year-10-Work-Experience-Placements-Reminder.pdf


Monday 28th February - Senior Football v Ashlyns (H)
Monday 28th February - Senior Netball Versatility Tournament (A) Ashlyns

Tuesday 1st March - U13 Handball Tournament @ HHS
Wednesday 2nd March - U15 Handball Tournament @ HHS
Wednesday 2nd March - U13 Girls Football v Longdean (H)
Thursday 3rd March - Year 10 Netball v Abbots Langley (H)

Thursday 3rd March - Year 8 Jnr NBA Basketball v Samuel Ryder Academy & Adeyfield @ SRA
Thursday 3rd March - Year 9 Netball v JFK (H)

Thursday 3rd March - U13 Girls Football v KLS (H)
Friday 4th March - Year 7 A&B Netball v JFK (A)
Friday 4th March - Year 8 Netball v Laureate (A)

Monday 28th February - Italy Trip, Parents/Carers Information Evening, Library, 5pm - 6pm
Tuesday 1st March - House Technology

Tuesday 1st March - Year 11 National Gallery Art Trip
Wednesday 2nd March - Year 11 Geography Field Trip

Wednesday 2nd March - Year 10 Employability Sessions
Thursday 3rd March - HHS 90th Birthday Charity Quiz Night and raffle (see above)

Monday 7th March - Wednesday 9th March - Year 11 Extra Trial Exams
Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th March - Year 7 Epping Forest Geography Trip

Tuesday 8th March - Year 8 Role Model Event
Thursday 10th March - Year 8 Parents Evening

Thursday 10th March - Schools Rotary Challenge, Design Technology (selected students)
Friday 11th March - A Level Theatre Studies Practical Exam

Tuesday 15th March - House Science, 3.45pm - 5pm in SC1&2
Thursday 17th March - Year 8 Employability Skills and Future Jobs Workshop

Monday 21st March - Friday 25th March - GCSE Drama Exams
Tuesday 22nd March & Wednesday 23rd March - GCSE Music Performance Exams

Friday 1st April - Thursday 7th April - Year 12 & 13 Trip to Rome
Friday 1st April - Monday 4th April - Iceland Trip

Thursday 21st April - Year 7 Parents Evening



Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Friday 1st April 2022

Day in lieu of The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday - 1st April 2022

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

Academic Year 2022/23

TERM DATES

Our INSET days are still to be decided and we will inform you of these events in due course.

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

Saturday 2nd October 2022 - OPEN DAY (all students to attend)

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June



Attachments

1. Gade Family Support Parent/Carer Workshops
2. Pre-Loved Clothes Sale
3. What Parents/Carers need to know about NFT’s (Non Fungible Tokens)
4. Storm home game












