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Letter 99 
 

27th January 2022 
Dear Parent/Carer 

GCSE History Trips to Berlin 16th – 19th July & 17th – 20th July 2022 
 
The History Department are taking eighty Year 10 students on an educational tour of Berlin. There are a few 
spaces remaining so we are opening the trip up to all Year 10 students.  They will get to visit various sites of 
interest and historical importance.  The visit aims to enhance students’ understanding of life in Nazi Germany 
as well as the impact of the Cold War on Berlin, which are key topics in the GCSE examinations.  I wish to 
make it clear that no student will be at an educational disadvantage should they not attend the trip; the trip 
serves to enhance their understanding of the topics studied, but is not essential.  As there will be such a large 
number of students attending, they will be divided into two separate trips, following the same itineraries.  
Students will be allocated into groups, with friends as far as possible, once we have received deposits.  
Groups will be staying in different accommodation, but both will be in the city centre. 
 
The proposed itinerary is: 
 

Day 1:  Day 1:  Flight to Berlin Brandenburg Airport. Walking tour of central Berlin including the 
 the                                                     Brandenburg Gate, the Reichstag, the site of Hitler’s Bunker and the Holocaust  
                                                           Memorial 

 
Day 2:  Day 2:             Cold War nuclear underground bunkers, the Berlin Wall Memorial Museum 
                                                           and Checkpoint Charlie  

 
Day 3:  Topography of Terror Museum, Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp and the  

Olympic Stadium 
 

Day 4:  German Historical Museum and Berlin Zoo, return flight to London  
 
Included in the cost of the trip are flights with British Airways, coach and train travel around Berlin, excursion 
fees, tour guides, accommodation, breakfast and evening meals. The cost also includes funds for insurance, 
coach travel to and from Heathrow Airport and evening activities. Students will need to bring additional 
spending money for lunch.  There will be a parent information evening in June 2022 to discuss arrangements 
further. 
 
The cost of the trip is £568.  Please note final flight prices for July 2022 are not yet available and this could 
increase the price by a small amount, but this is unlikely.  We will inform you immediately if this is the case. 
We will run two trips, both of which follow the exact same itinerary. 
 

Trip 1: Saturday 16th to Tuesday 18th July 
 

Trip 2: Sunday 17th to Wednesday 20th July 
 
The groups will be accommodated in two different student hostels, both in the centre of Berlin.  There are no 
mixed gender rooms and at present, I do not have details of how many students each room will hold.  There 
will be forty pupils and five staff on each trip.   I will do my best to accommodate as many requests as possible 
but I cannot guarantee this.  Please note that we have to have an even split across the two trips, so it may 
be that I cannot place your child on the trip they want, but I will do my absolute best to ensure that they are 
with the friends they have requested. 
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Contd … 
 
 
At present, German authorities will not let anyone above the age of 12 into the country without proof of a 
COVID vaccination.  The Foreign Office website states that: 
 
“From 11pm GMT on 3 January 2022 travellers aged six or over entering Germany from abroad must possess 
either proof of vaccination, proof of recovery or a negative COVID-19 test prior to arrival and present this 
proof on request to carriers or authorities. 
 
Germany will accept the UK’s proof of COVID-19 recovery and vaccination record. Your NHS appointment 
card from vaccination centres is not designed to be used as proof of vaccination and should not be used to 
demonstrate your vaccine status. 
 
Evidence of your COVID-19 vaccination status can be provided digitally (through the NHS app or NHS 
website) or as a printout (this can be requested from the NHS by calling 119). However, a screenshot or photo 
is not sufficient.” 
 
As the UK is currently classified as a 'high incidence country' by Germany, entry to Germany is only possible 
with proof of a COVID vaccination. Therefore for a student to participate in this visit, they need to be fully 
vaccinated and carry a vaccine certificate.  
 
‘Fully vaccinated’ is understood as the administration of two doses of AstraZeneca, Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna or one dose of Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) vaccine.  As a school, we have absolutely no flexibility 
on this and have to adhere to the travel restrictions enforced by German border control.  I understand that 
this may require some consideration on your part. 
 
If you would like your child to attend this trip, please use the Parent Pay system to place a non-refundable 
deposit of £100 and send in a photocopy of your child’s passport, clearly labelled with their name to Student 
Services as well as indicating below your child’s trip preference and the names of students your child will be 
happy to be with.  Places will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.  Once places are filled, any 
additional students wishing to attend will have their names added to a reserve list.  The closing date is Friday 
11th February 2022.  Please contact the Finance Office should you require any further information with 
regards to the payment of the trip. 
 
I do appreciate that the turnaround of this is fast, but this is because our travel company is holding hostel and 
flight reservations for us.  I must point out that the History Department reserves the right to refuse a place on 
the trip to a student whose behaviour is a cause for concern.  Please be aware that in the event of your child 
being removed from the trip due to poor behaviour, European Study Tours will not be able to refund the cost 
of the trip.  I must also remind students that their sensible behaviour on the trip is crucial and there will be 
consequences for those who do not follow the rules. 
 
Once we have accepted the deposit then you are committed to the trip, but in exceptional circumstances 
please contact the school.  The balance of payment for the trip is due in March 2022 and Student Services 
can provide further details about this.  At present, there is no new guidance regarding travel post-Brexit other 
than that students will need to have a passport valid for at least 6 months from the departure date.  European 
Health Insurance cards are valid until their expiry date. I will inform you immediately of any changes and 
advice from European Study Tours.  Please check that your child’s passport is well within date and renew it 
as soon as possible if necessary.  
 
If you have any queries about this trip, please contact me via the school Parent Mail system. 
 
Yours faithfully        
    
 
 
 
                                                                   
Mr A Ahmed 
Head of Humanities 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Please return this slip to Student Services 
 
Year 10 History Trip to Berlin                                                                                                           Letter 99 
                                                                                                           
Name of student: …………………………………..………..….    Form: ………………. 
 
  I/we enclose a photocopy of our child’s passport (please tick box). 
 
Preferred trip (circle) Trip 1 / Trip 2 / No preference 
 
Three students you child would like to be with: 
 ………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………… 
 
Please advise of any medical condition not already notified to the school: 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 My child is vaccinated against COVID. 
 
Signed: ………………………………………….……..….             Date: ………………………………..…………. 
             (Parent/Carer) 

 
 
 


