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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

It is wonderful to have all of our students back.  I am very pleased to say that 2022 has started just
the way we would have wanted.

Students were brilliant in engaging with online learning and getting themselves through Lateral Flow
Testing, they were brilliant at remembering to bring their face covering or exemption every day, and
they have thrown themselves into lessons with enthusiasm and energy.

Even though we have only been back a few days we are already into full swing with The Hemel
Hempstead Experience (The HHEx). Musical rehearsals are underway and everyone is really
looking forward to Hairspray at the end of the month, Beauticians workshops have taken place for
those in Years 10 and 11 interested in careers in this sector, Year 8 have taken part in the IET
Faraday Engineering and Technology Challenge, Year 11 have had their mock results day and their
parents evening, the Year 7 football team are into the semi-final of the County Cup and Year 9 have
had their options assembly so they are prepared for making those big choices about courses for
next year.

For the most part, uniforms are very smart, which as you know is something we are very proud of.
However, please can I remind everyone that the uniform consultation we did, was just that, a
consultation on things we could be doing in the future.

The governing body is taking the findings of that consultation and will make some decisions in due
course. However, until that time there are no changes to the uniform as it currently stands and all
students must be attending school in either full and proper uniform, or full and proper PE kit as per
our website here: https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/parents/uniform/

We continue to have windows open across the school to increase ventilation, so students can wear
coats in lessons if the classroom is cold.

Finally, this week, I have a special message for parents and carers of students in Year Eleven. As
your children open their trial exam results they should be very proud of all of the hard work they
have done to get to this point. For some the experience will have been very positive, for others
maybe a bit of a wake up call, but for all useful and informative.
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We know that between now and the actual examinations in the summer the average student will
make between half and a whole grade’s additional progress in each of their subjects, some students
much more.

Over the past few years we have analysed our results and all of the interventions we have tried and
one that has been shown to be successful, motivating, and accessible is GCSE Pod.

We believe that regular use of GCSE Pod can and will improve your child's grade in all subjects -
except mathematics where Heggarty is better and in use by the maths team.

All students have a login already - they just need to click on ‘Log In with Google’.

This video shows you what it is all about:

https://www.gcsepod.com/book-a-gcsepod-demo-student/

If your child does 20-30 minutes of GCSE Pod revision each night (on top of their homework,
obviously), taking a subject a night in turn, our research shows that they will significantly improve
their outcomes this summer.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Year Nine - GCSE Options Process

Year nine will receive an assembly on Friday 14th January to start the selection of their Key Stage 4
Options. A booklet containing detailed information about every step of the process is available on
the school website, under the 'How We Learn --> Year 9 Options' tabs. Students will benefit from
being able to discuss their choices at home, so please engage with them about it. Students must
also meet a strict deadline, and have their choices registered by Thursday 10th February.

Mr L Smith
Director of Learning

https://www.gcsepod.com/book-a-gcsepod-demo-student/


IET Faraday Challenge

On Tuesday 11th January 2022, me and many others took part in the IET Faraday Challenge, where
we had to make an invention that surrounds a children’s hospital. So me and my team had decided
to make a machine for teenage cancer patients who are self conscious about the fact that they lose
their hair because of chemotherapy. And based on this fact, we made a machine that you could pick
a hat or a wig to wear.

To do this, we had to first plan out what ideas we had. At first it was a bit of a challenge as everyone
had ideas, but we ended up combining a little of each idea. We then assigned roles and dived
straight into work! We all had things to do and we had told everyone what we did at each moment
and we had a nice structure. I feel our team did very well even though we didn’t really know each
other. The thing we had most difficulty with was the structure of the wardrobe, and which motor we
should use! In the end our overall score had won us the special trophy and a lovely gift bag! If I had
another opportunity like this, I would take it! It was an amazing experience for everyone who took
part.
Thank you to Mrs Oates for organising this.

Hollie Smith
8L



We would be grateful if our parents/carers could please complete the attached consultation
document that will form part of our school travel plan:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdBDpcaw0n4Pfd0X8p2mIObcCMWg7Oz-BgJAbiXH80
HKND9gQ/viewform?usp=sf_link

Thank you for your support

Ms J Avey
Business Manager
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Covid Vaccinations

What to do if your 12-15 year-old child missed their appointment at school to receive their
Covid vaccination
If for any reason your child missed the opportunity to receive their vaccination at school, or were
declined their vaccination because they tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 12 weeks, you have
the following alternative options. You will need to accompany your child to any venues offering the
vaccination to give consent:

Booking vaccination appointments online
You can book your child's 1st dose online from the day they turn 12. You can usually book their 2nd
dose from 24 hours after they had their 1st dose. You'll be offered appointment dates from 12 weeks
after their 1st dose. Book a COVID-19 vaccination appointment

Getting the vaccine at a walk-in vaccination site
Your child can get a 1st dose at a walk-in COVID-19 vaccination site from the day they turn 12.
They can get a 2nd dose if it's been 12 weeks since their 1st dose. Find a walk-in COVID-19
vaccination site

The Hertfordshire and East Anglia Community School Age Immunisation Service
Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust
Tel: 0300 555 5055 | e-mail: hct.immsenquiries@nhs.net| Twitter: @HCTNH

Holiday Club at Kings Langley School - February Half Term

Kings Langley Secondary school have recently joined forces with Watford FC CSE Trust to run
holiday schemes at the school starting in the February Half term and they are seeking interest from
parents/carers. The scheme will be open to children aged 6-12 with the potential of it to be
increased to 13 years if there is sufficient interest. As a service we use these holiday schemes to
offer some of our parents funded places on these schemes in order to support them during the
holidays, so we are keen that they become viable.  Please use this link to register your interest.

https://forms.office.com/r/WJ88uC7Uw3

Rosemary Inskipp
Gade Family Support Services
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Thank you to all who donated to Save the Children for
Christmas Jumper Day.  We raised a total of £328.00.

Christmas Concert DVD

Here is the trailer for the School Christmas Concert.
https://youtu.be/j2hdpn1AiBk

The DVD will cost £3.00 and can be ordered through the usual online payment system Pay360. The
deadline for orders will be Friday 21st January.

HHS 90th Birthday Charity Quiz Night and Raffle - 3rd March 2022

Do you run a business that would be interested in donating a product or gift vouchers, or just have
an unwanted Christmas present that you would like to donate?  We would be grateful to receive any
prizes for our raffle coming up on the 3rd March, with all monies going to the 3 chosen charities,
selected by our Sixth Form charity team.

Afghan Aid - https://www.afghanaid.org.uk/

Teenage Cancer Trust - https://www.teenagecancertrust.org/

Greyhound Trust (Split between two branches):

- https://lincolnshiregreyhoundtrust.co.uk/

- http://wkretiredgreyhounds.blogspot.com/
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The Hemel Hempstead School Presents……….

The Broadway Musical

_____________________________________

Dates of performances
Wednesday 26th January - Saturday 29th January 2022

7.30pm

£10.00 per ticket £8 for concessions

Not to be missed!!
*Social distancing between families, and masks to be worn, unless exempt. Limited tickets available.





Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For….

Giving up his own time to referee school football matches:
Toby Evans

Excellent Achievement For….

Excelling and fully embracing an Oracy workshop: Hazel Arslan, Oliver Bannon,
Dominic Clarke, William Hawkins, Owen Heslop, Ash Leddy

Being in the winning group of the Technology IET Faraday Challenge:
Oliver Blaney, Ernest Coldwell, Charlie Hillier, Dylan Hogg, Lucy Low,

Hollie Smith

Gold Letters

Letter 82 COVID Travel to Germany
Letter 83 Year 9 Options 2022-24

Letter 84 Year 9 Future First Workshops (selected)
Letter 85 Year 10 Work Experience Private Placements

Letter 86 Year 11 Motivational Talk
Letter 87 Years 10-13 Visual Dentistry Admission Conference

Letter 88 COVID Travel to Iceland 2022
Letter 89 Year 9 Careers Day

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Letter-82-COVID-Travel-to-Germany.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Letter-83-Year-9-Options-2022-to-2024.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Letter-84-Year-9-Future-First-Workshops.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Letter-85-Year-10-Work-Experience-Private-Placements-combined.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Letter-86-Year-11-Motivational-Talks.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Letter-87-Visual-Dentistry-Admission-Conferencecombined.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Letter-88-COVID-Travel-to-Iceland.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Letter-89-Year-9-Careers-Day.pdf


Friday 14th January - Year 9 Options Information Assembly 8.40am
Monday 17th January - Friday 21st January - Rescheduled Football and Netball House

Competitions
Monday 17th January - Year 9, Future First, Resilience and Informed Decisions Workshop

Wednesday 19th & Thursday 20th January - Year 11 Trial GCSE Art & Graphics Exam
Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd January - School Musical Rehearsals

Monday 24th January - Dress Rehearsal for School Musical, 5pm - 10.30pm, Hall
Wednesday 26th January - Saturday 29th January - School Musical - Hairspray

Wednesday 2nd February - Years 9 & 10 Intermediate Maths Challenge
Thursday 3rd February - Year 9 Parents Evening

Monday 7th - Friday 11th February - Year 11 Food & Nutrition Practical Trial Exam
Wednesday 9th February - Year 9 Careers Day

Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February - HALF TERM
Thursday 3rd March - HHS 90th Birthday Charity Quiz Night and raffle (more details coming soon)

Fixtures
Monday 17th January - Year 10 Basketball v JFK (A)

Monday 17th January - Year 7 Basketball v Laureate (H)
Monday 17th January - Year 8B Football v Kings Langley School (H)

Tuesday 18th January - Year 7&8 Cross Country
Tuesday 18th January - Senior Netball v Tring (H)

Tuesday 18th January - U15 Girls Football v Tring (H)
Wednesday 19th January - Year 9,10&11 Cross Country
Wednesday 19th January - Year 10 Netball v Ashlyns (H)

Wednesday 19th January - Year 9 Football  v Laureate (H)
Thursday 20th January - Year 8B Football v TringA (H)

Thursday 20th January - Year 7 Netball v JFK (B Cup Game Away)
Thursday 20th January - Year 9 Netball v Adeyfield (H)



Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Thursday 31st March 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Day in lieu of The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday - 1st April 2022

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

Academic Year 2022/23

TERM DATES

Our INSET days and the Open Day (on a Saturday) are still to be decided and we will inform
you of these events in due course.

Autumn Term 22/23

Thursday 1st September - Wednesday 21st December

HALF TERM - Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October

Spring Term 22/23

Thursday 5th January - Friday 31st March

HALF TERM - Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February

Summer Term 22/23

Monday 17th April - Friday 21st July

HALF TERM - Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June



Attachments:

1. What parents and carers need to know about Fortnite 3
2. Community Action Dacorum
3. Storm Basketball Holiday Camps
4. What parents and carers need to know about Replika
5. Dacorum Schools Sports Network










