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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

This is a good school where pupils get a high quality education.

We were exceptionally proud to welcome Ofsted to our school community a few weeks ago and
they have just published their official report.

Ofsted confirmed that this is a good school, where pupils get a high quality education and that they
develop the knowledge they need to achieve well in all subjects and that this is the same for all
pupils, with nobody being left behind.

They noticed that our pupils are keen to learn and concentrate hard in their lessons and that our
pupils behave well because they understand what they're learning. They said that behaviour is
calm around the school site and that pupils say their teachers are helpful in dealing with their
concerns and make them feel safe at school. Pupils told Ofsted that they are happy at this school
because their welfare is carefully supported. They told Ofsted that bullying is rare, and where it
does occur, the school is good at dealing with it.

Ofsted found that pupils understood The Hemel Hempstead Experience, that it was effective in
improving students’ personal development, and that this provided them with many opportunities to
study, and that pupils got the opportunity to lead in so many areas of school life. Inspectors were
very pleased that all pupils were able to take part in all of these activities, including the most
disadvantaged.

Ofsted looked in great detail at our curriculum, which they praised as well planned, and that we
clearly identify the most important knowledge and skills and make sure that pupils' learning builds
on what they already know. Because of this, pupils confidently apply what they know in a wide
range of contexts and situations. They said that our pupils are well prepared for their next steps
and to be successful in the wider world.
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Ofsted recognised that we are an ambitious school; ambitious about a high quality of education for
all our pupils, including the disadvantaged and those with SEND.

Looking at our teaching they said that teachers have a strong subject knowledge and that they
show skill in their teaching; that we prioritise reading, and when pupils are behind in their reading,
we support them to get caught back up.

Like any school report there are things that we have done well, but Ofsted also set us some
challenges. They felt, during all the pressures and additional constraints of the Covid pandemic,
that our administration and paperwork around safeguarding was not as thorough as it could be.
This is something we have already taken steps to address, and we now have more robust systems
and procedures in place.

We have also already taken steps to help students with the fact that they sometimes speak to
others unkindly. We recognised this challenge from Ofsted, and in fact were already very aware of
it as a post-lockdown phenomenon which you will recall we wrote to you about in a newsletter in
May, tackled initially through working with Kidscape, then launched the Advocate Programme and
continue to work with students through PACE, mentoring, with external experts and via student
leadership.  We will continue to work very hard in this important area, as previously planned.

We are very pleased that our next inspection will be a ‘full section five’. The last time this school had
a full section five report was in 2011, since which we have only had short inspections, which only
really look at curriculum and safeguarding. We are excited, therefore, to have the chance to show
off all the other elements of the school that are not covered in a ‘short section eight’.

We are looking forward to being able to show off our fantastic careers package, the critical role of
student leadership, demonstrating the full impact of the The Hemel Hempstead Experience, with
inspectors visiting more than just four faculties and the fantastic teaching therein, and looking in
much greater depth at the attitudes and values of our students.

Although not in this report, in the extensive verbal feedback we got from the lead inspector he
spoke highly about the leadership opportunities that we deliver, the high expectations that they had
seen, the clear behaviour for learning and positive attitudes in lessons, our values and how they
linked to our curriculum, and how all of that comes together to help our students to realise our
school motto, Esse Quam Videri.

Ofsted's report can be found,  here, on our website

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/10199763-The-Hemel-Hempstead-School-117500-Final-PDF.pdf


Herts County Council COVID-19 Restrictions

In line with HCC guidelines, staff, visitors and students should wear face coverings at all times
within the school setting, except when:

• wearing a face covering would impact on the ability to take part in exercise or strenuous activity,
for example in PE or Music lessons;
• outside on school premises;
• eating or drinking;
• someone is exempt from wearing face coverings.

Whilst many pupils are coming to school with a face mask, there are still a number who are not. We
will always provide pupils with a mask if they have forgotten theirs or it has broken, however at
present this means that we are giving out large numbers of masks every day, which we can't
sustain.
Can we therefore please urge you to ensure that your child has an adequate supply of masks and
that they bring one to school every day.

Thank you for your continued support.

Ms J Avey
Business Manager

Tempest Whole School Photo

This is just a quick reminder that your child's recent school group photograph is still available for
purchase via the Tempest ordering website, a link is supplied below which will take you directly to
your photograph and will allow you to browse the different products available and place your order.

https://htmp.st/260131-113

If your order is intended as a Christmas gift then we recommend placing your order before 1st

December to give you the best chance of receiving your photographs back in time.

https://htmp.st/260131-113


Support Staff Vacancies

We are currently recruiting for the following staff vacancies

Site Assistant

Business Management Administrator
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,business-management-administrator_68925.htm

Teaching Assistant (SEND)
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,teaching-assistant-higher-level-teaching-assistant-
send_68927.htm

Life Drawing

On Wednesday 17th November our A level artists attended a life drawing workshop where they
were able to experience the type of lesson they would expect at art college. We had two amazing
life models and an experienced external tutor, Edwina Wilkes. They produced some amazing
studies using a variety of media, both quick warm-up techniques and longer observational work.
These studies will be invaluable for their portfolios and will be used for interviews in the future.
Thanks to all who attended and to art and drama staff for making this possible.

Miss Rayner
Head of Art

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,site-assistant_68931.htm

Cover Supervisor

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,cover-supervisor_68930.htm

n.o'hara
Cross-Out

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view


Help us secure 1,000 instruments by Christmas!

Instruments are made to be played! After all, is there anything sadder for an instrument than sitting
in the back of a cupboard gathering dust, unplayed, unloved?

That's why we've launched our new 1,000 Instruments Challenge.

If you have an instrument you no longer use, then we'd love you to send it to us as part of our
campaign to secure 1,000 instruments before Christmas. Getting involved is really easy - and it's
completely free!

Drop any unwanted instruments to reception and we will pass them onto the Electric Umbrella.
Please see the flyer below for further information.

Notice - The will be NO Homework Club on Wednesday 1st December



Appeal for Raffle Prizes

As part of our 90th anniversary celebrations we are hosting a quiz and raffle on the 3rd March 2022
(further details to follow next year). If you are able to donate any raffle prizes for this Charity event
please get in touch with our Sixth Form Charity Captains via parentmail@hemelschool.com if you or
someone you know may be able to donate a prize.

One of the charities that we are raising money for is Afghan Aid https://www.afghanaid.org.uk/

Thank you
Sixth Form Charity Captains

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Excellent Achievement For…...

Being appointed as District Cadet of the Year for Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire:Georgina Heron-Edmends 11C

Gold Letters

Letter 59 Future First Workshops (selected students)
Letter 60 Carol Service and Christmas Concert
Letter 61 Year 11 Science 11X4 GCSE Pathway
Letter 62 Year 10 Science 10x4 GCSE Pathway
Letter 63 Key Stage 4 English Literature Set Text
Letter 64 Concert and Rehearsal Schedule 2021
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Thursday 25th November - Friday 10th December - Year 11 & 13 Trial Exams
Friday 26th November - Occasional Day (school closed to all)

Monday 29th November - Day off in lieu of open day (school closed to all)
Thursday 2nd December - Year 13 Parents Evening (online)

Sunday 5th December - Carol Service Rehearsals, North Block, 9.30am - 4.30pm
Monday 6th December - St Johns Church Carol Service, 7pm

Friday 10th December - School Christmas Concert, 7.00pm - 9.30pm, Hall
Friday 10th December - Christmas Jumper Day for Charity

Monday 13th December - INSET DAY
Tuesday 14th - Wednesday 15th December - Year 8 Kew Gardens Trip

Thursday 16th December - Senior Prizegiving, 7.30pm, Hall
Wednesday 26th January - Saturday 29th January - School Production

Attachments

1. DENS Sponsored Sleepover
2. What Parents and Carers need to know about Cryptocurrency
3. Family Lives, Online Courses



Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Wednesday 1st September - Tuesday 21st December 2021

HALF TERM - Monday 25th - Friday 29th October 2021

Occasional Day - Friday 26th November

Day off in lieu of Open Day  - Monday 29th November

INSET DAY - Monday 13th December

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Friday 1st April 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Day in lieu of The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday - 1st April 2022

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June












