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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

This is our last newsletter of 2021, and what an extraordinary year it has been!

Next week, students will enjoy our annual charitable tradition that is Mistletoe Day on Tuesday and
will be dismissed from around 1pm.

I would like to thank you for all your support and commitment to us during what has been a very
demanding term, as we have tried our best to get everything back to normal, whilst continuing to
adapt to an ever changing landscape.

I hope that you have a wonderful Christmas break with your friends and family and we look forward
to seeing you all in 2022.

When we return in January we must insist that all students have either:

- a face covering - ideally the fabric reusable type

- an exemption lanyard that we have given them

- a letter from you requesting an exemption lanyard.

We are in the regrettable position, that due to increased levels of non-compliance, we have
exhausted supplies of disposal face covering that we need for emergencies (such as first aid) and
will therefore have no option but to send children home for one of the above, if they do not have
them.

We are sorry to have to take such a strong stance on this, but we must, in order to protect the safety
and wellbeing of all our students, staff and visitors.
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To enable us to complete Lateral Flow Testing of all students the new year will start as follows:

● We cannot test all students at once, so we have to stagger the start of the year.

● On the day(s) before their test day students will need to attend five, live, online lessons given
by their normal class teacher as per their normal timetable. The invites to these lessons
will be in their Google Calendar.

● You can find your child’s Google Calendar by asking them to log in to their school account
clicking on the nine dots on the top right hand corner and selecting the symbol that looks like

● On the day that they are being tested, students only come in for their test at a time which will
be communicated with you. Before that time they are at home, and after they have been
tested they go home, and do not return until the next day.

● On that test day, when at home, we are setting all students the task of doing a book review of
the last book that they read.  A guide on how to do really good book review is here:

https://bookriot.com/how-to-write-a-book-review/

● The overview of the first few days is:

Day Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13

05/01/2022 Live online lessons at home Test day

06/01/2022 Test day Live online lessons at
home

Normal lessons

07/01/2022 Normal lessons Test day Normal lessons

10/01/2022 Normal lessons

https://bookriot.com/how-to-write-a-book-review/


● The schedule for testing is as follows:

Date Period/Time Testing Type

Wednesday
05/01/22

0900 - 1000 13A, 13C, 13F ● Come in for appointment only
● Return home afterwards
● Collapsed timetable for that year group
● Y13 start normal lessons on site full time the

next day
● Y7 start normal lessons on site, full time, on

Friday

1000 - 1100 13L, 13N, 13P

1100 - 1200 11A, 11C, 11F,

1200 - 1300 11L, 11N, 11P

1300 - 1330

1330 - 1430 12A, 12C, 12F,

1430 - 1530 12L, 12N, 12P

Thursday
06/01/22

0900 - 1000 7A, 7C, 7F, ● Come in for appointment only
● Return home afterwards
● Collapsed timetable for that year group
● Start normal lessons, on site, full time the next

day

1000 - 1100 7G,7L,

1100 - 1200 7N, 7P,

1200 - 1300 8A, 8C, 8F,

1300 - 1330

1330 - 1430 8G, 8L,

1430 - 1530 8N, 8P,

Friday
07/01/22

0900 - 1000 9A, 9C, 9F, ● Come in for appointment only
● Return home afterwards
● Collapsed timetable for that year group
● Start normal lessons, on site, full time on

Monday

1000 - 1100 9G, 9L,

1100 - 1200 9N, 9P,

1200 - 1300 10A, 10C,

1300 - 1330 10F, 10L,

1330 - 1430

1430 - 1530 10N, 10P

Thereafter Home testing kits issued to all students during form time, to be used twice during that
week.

Staff who are form tutors take two at this same time

Staff who are not form tutors collect two from reception during normal office hours.

Thank you

Neil Hassell
Headteacher



Term Dates for 2022/23

These are the term dates for the next Academic Year 2022 to 2023.

Our INSET days and the Open Day (on a Saturday) are still to be decided and we will inform you of
these events in due course:

Autumn Term

01/09/22 - 21/12/22, with the Half Term holiday  24-28/11/22

Spring Term

05/01/23 - 31/03/23, with the Half Term holiday 13-17/02/23

Summer Term

17/04/23 - 21/07/23, with the Half Term holiday  29/05/23-02/06/23

Home Lateral Flow Device Test (LFT) kits

Due to supply issues, we currently have limited numbers of Lateral Flow Device Test kits and are not
able to issue them to all pupils.

Pupils who do not have any test kits left may come to reception to collect some before the end of
term.

You can also get free LFT kits at local pharmacies and libraries.

We hope to have adequate supplies of test kits to issue them to pupils when they attend for their
return to school test in January.

We have enough kits to test everyone in school on the first three days of the new term.

Free School Meal Over the Holidays

Families that have a student who receives free school meals will receive a £50 Edenred food
voucher, which will be sent to their email on Monday 20th December.

Thank you

Ms J Avey
Business Manager



Sixth Form Applications

A reminder that our Sixth Form application deadline for September 2022 entry is Monday 10th

January 2022. Talks by the Headteacher, Head of Sixth Form and our Head Students are still
available to view on the Sixth Form area of the school website, along with subject information
(including a talk), our entry requirements, and details on how to apply for the Sixth Form. We would
encourage students to take the time to fully research and consider their chosen options before
submitting their application. If students change their mind about options after submitting, the form
can be edited to reflect their new choices.

We would encourage all year eleven students to apply, even if they are currently considering an
option other than the Sixth Form. It is important that students keep their options open as much as
possible until GCSE results day.

All year eleven students will receive a guidance meeting to discuss their chosen options once the
application window has closed.

Mistletoe Day 2021

The annual charity fundraising event ‘Mistletoe Day’ will be happening on the final day of term;
Tuesday 21st December. This event is organised and hosted by our Year Twelve students and they
have selected Afghanaid as their designated charity (www.afghanaid.org.uk). Afghanaid is a British
humanitarian and development organisation. For close to forty years, their dedicated personnel
have worked with millions of deprived and excluded families in some of the poorest and most
remote communities in Afghanistan. They build basic services, improve livelihoods, strengthen the
rights of women and children, help communities protect against natural disasters and adapt to
climate change, and respond to humanitarian emergencies. All money donated at the Mistletoe Day
event (stalls and activities) will go to Afghanaid.

Mistletoe Day is also a non-uniform day and we would request that students donate £1 for this. This
will be collected during form time. This money will also be donated to Afghanaid.

Each year group will spend 25 minutes at the Mistletoe Day event in the hall; details of these times
will be given to students prior to the end of term. There will be a number of activities, games and
stalls on offer for which students will need to bring money into school in order to participate (most
will cost between 50p and £1). Year Twelve will also be selling cakes, sweets and drinks. We
request that students do not bring bank notes in. Change will be in short supply so it would be
appreciated if students could bring in coins of mixed denominations.

Activities at Mistletoe Day will include face painting, nail painting, and temporary transfer tattoos. If
you do not wish your child to participate in any of these activities please make this clear to them
before they come to school.

Mistletoe Day is a long running and highly successful charity fund-raising tradition at the school and
we hope that this year, with your support, the students can continue to contribute to their chosen
charity in this positive way.

Mr P Bryson
Head of Sixth Form

http://www.afghanaid.org.uk/


St Johns Church Christmas Tree Festival

Here is our Christmas tree entry this year for
the St Johns Church Christmas Tree festival.
Ms Cunningham and her knitting club made
the decorations and went along to decorate
the tree.  Thank you to the following students
who did a fantastic job and represented the
school amazingly.

Maria Galasi Year 9

Jasper Whitehead Year 9

Afifah Alvi Year 9

Krishna Vekaria Year 7

Sondes Dahdal Year 7

Yumna Imam Year 7



HAPpy Winter Holidays fast approaching!

What will your kids be doing this Winter holiday?

Are they in need of action-packed days with the added benefit of a free meal?

Would they be interested in football, basketball or a multi-sport camp? Maybe they would enjoy
being part of a theatre performance or even just spending more time exploring the great outdoors! If
so, HAPpy Holiday Camps are taking place across Hertfordshire this Winter and might be just the
answer! It’s all thanks to Hertfordshire County Council who have joined forces with the Herts Sports
Partnership to organise a huge programme of activity for the school holidays.

Activities will be running in different venues across the county for children and young people aged
between 5-16 years, and all include a nutritious meal each day.

Our pupil premium families can book for free using your unique HAPpy Booking Code. When
prompted, please make sure you enter the whole code, which includes the & symbol.

Your unique code is: P7&W2F

Holiday Club at Kings Langley School - February Half Term

Kings Langley Secondary school have recently joined forces with Watford FC CSE Trust to run
holiday schemes at the school starting in the February Half term and they are seeking interest from
parents/carers. The scheme will be open to children aged 6-12 with the potential of it to be
increased to 13 years if there is sufficient interest. As a service we use these holiday schemes to
offer some of our parents funded places on these schemes in order to support them during the
holidays, so we are keen that they become viable.  Please use this link to register your interest.

https://forms.office.com/r/WJ88uC7Uw3

Rosemary Inskipp
Gade Family Support Services

https://forms.office.com/r/WJ88uC7Uw3


Notice From Food Department

A number of plastic boxes, tubs and bags have been left over this term from food and nutrition
lessons. If students know they have left something, or have returned home minus what they took to
a practical lesson, please collect from the food room urgently.

Anything left at the end of this term, will have to be disposed of, if not collected by Monday 20th
December.

Also, if you have any leftover plastic chocolate boxes, deep plastic takeaway containers with lids or
Christmas pudding basins, please can you pass them on to us to re-use.

Many thanks and Happy Christmas from the Food Department.

Mrs K Russell
Head of Food and Nutrition

Please pop along to visit the Christmas Lights in Gravel Hill Terrace, Boxmoor.
Sit in the Sleigh (built by Charlie our Site Manager) and take a photo.

We are collecting for the Hospice of St Francis in Berkhamsted (QR code and box on the sleigh).
There is an additional box for a local student who was involved in an awful RTA in October.  He
attends the Laureate Academy and as a school community we would like to support him and his

family.

Thank you for your support x

Sally Green (HHS School Office Administrator)

Happy Christmas



Here at Hemel Hempstead School we don’t want anyone to experience loneliness at Christmas. For
most, the Christmas holiday will be wonderful - but for some it will be a break away from their safest

happiest place (our school) so any student who feels they are worried about being lonely this
Christmas and they would like a Christmas email or phone call during the holiday can email me
s.colquhoun@hemelschool.com and I will ensure they are contacted over the holiday period.



Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services To The School Community For….

Taking Part in the Carol Concert at St John’s Church, Boxmoor:
(Apologies to those missed from last week)

Clementine Birnie 10C, Gabriela Gaura 13F, Ella Cairns 13N, Ato Sam 13L,
Matthew Cooper 13A, Hannah Adu 13A, Kristofer Fernandez 13A,

Louise Hudson 13A

Exemplary representation of HHS at St Johns Church:
Maria Galasi 9P, Jasper Whitehead 9N, Afifah Alvi 9P, Krishna Vekaria 7F,

Sondes Dahdal 7F, Yumna Imam 7F

Excellent Achievement For….

Epitomising our school values: Corey Pethard 11P



Gold Letters

Letter 73 Mistletoe Day

Tuesday 21st December - Mistletoe Day, Last Day of Term (early finish)
Monday 3rd January - Years 7-11 Termly Reports issued and emailed

Wednesday 5th January - Term Starts (see staggered year groups starts above)
Thursday 13th January - Year 11 Parents Evening (online)

Thursday 13th January - Year 11 Mock Results Day, 2.30pm Hall
Friday 14th January - Year 9 Options Information Assembly 8.40am

Monday 17th January - Friday 21st January - Rescheduled Football and Netball House
Competitions

Wednesday 19th & Thursday 20th January - Year 11 Trial Art & Graphics Exam
Monday 24th January - Dress Rehearsal for School Musical, 5pm - 10.30pm, Hall

Wednesday 26th January - Saturday 29th January - School Production
Thursday 3rd February - Year 9 Parents Evening

Monday 7th - Friday 11th February - Year 11 Food & Nutrition Practical Trial Exam (moved from
January)

Wednesday 9th February - Year 9 Careers Day

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Letter-73-Mistletoe-Day-2021.pdf


Fixtures

Monday 20th December - Year 10 Football v Longdean (A) KO 2.15pm
Monday 20th December - Year 8 Netball v JFK (H)

Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Wednesday 1st September - Tuesday 21st December 2021

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Thursday 31st March 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Day in lieu of The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday - 1st April 2022

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

Attachments:

1. Make the most of the online world this Christmas
2. Gade Family Support Services - Newsletter
3. Hertfordshire Holiday Programme - Boxing Club
4. Candles by Fay


















