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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

Our part in the Climate Emergency

Congratulations to Khelan Shah in Year Nine who has won my Autumn Term Competition!

Khelan’s well considered and comprehensive submission really looked at all aspects of the school
and its impact on the environment including the role meat and its consumption has to play in climate
change, energy saving options, power generation, greater opportunities for recycling and reuse,
ideas to save water, minimising the impact of Covid-linked pollution and waste, and the elimination
of single use plastics.

Khelan gets an R4 and wins the £50 Amazon voucher!

I am also giving an R4 to Sophie Clark in Year Eight, as a very commendable runner up.

I am pleased to say that we have a golden opportunity open to us, since we have been chosen to be
part of the Building Future Schools Programme. New construction means new technologies,
thinking and ideas and it is exciting that we can start having serious conversations with people at the
DfE about the following, on our site:

- wind power - we have the perfect South Westerly facing site for a turbine…
- ground source heat pumps - we have a large area of open space…
- solar power - to complement the panels which already supply North Block…
- net zero in use - which means that the new building will not contribute to climate change

whilst being used by students.

Additionally, in January we will make The Climate Emergency a new theme in our curriculum
development. Part of that will be gradually introducing new themes and lessons across the existing
curriculum, and part of it will be about us ‘getting better’ in the following areas:
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- reducing the amount of waste we produce, especially packaging in the canteen, and
single-use plastics,

- recycling more of the waste we do produce, especially plastics, aluminum and paper,
- reducing the amount of energy we use, through improved technology and by installing

Covid-safe hospital-grade ventilation systems so that we can start to close some of the
windows in some areas (more on that in a bit),

- tree planting, 1% more coverage every year for the next five years,
- growing fruit and vegetables on site for use in food lessons,
- reducing the amount of water we use,
- getting even more of your children to walk and cycle to school,
- purchasing local wherever we can.

As Barack Obama put it “Climate change is no longer some far-off problem; it is happening here, it
is happening now” and we at The Hemel Hempstead School have 1262 leaders of tomorrow who
want to fight that problem.

We are well prepared to deal with the Omicron Variant of Covid

● We will continue to wear face coverings everywhere, unless eating/drinking or taking part in
strenuous activity.

● We will continue to provide you with LFT kits for twice weekly testing. Please can you ensure
that your children are testing twice a week.

● We still have multiple additional handwashing facilities around the site and encourage your
child(ren) to carry hand gel.

● We have installed hospital-grade HEPA+UV filtration units:
○ These are healthcare specification units which we have specially procured from a

leading Scandinavian manufacturer.
○ Unlike many of the ‘Covid’ units that have suddenly appeared for sale in recent months

these are hospital-grade machines used in major centres like the Luton and Dunstable
Hospital for several years.

○ They remove Covid, and other viruses, bacteria and fungi from the air, and kill them
with Ultraviolet light, before recycling the now clean air back into the room.

○ They have been chosen by us for their proven and independently tested ability to filter
Covid and for the fact that they can do so very quietly, no louder than a typical fridge,
making them suitable for the classroom.

○ We are currently using our first four units to support trial examinations in the hall but
more are on the way and they will be installed in classrooms which we have identified
have poor ventilation, even with windows and doors open.

But we need your help and support when it comes to making sure your children have a face
covering

When we first had to introduce face coverings, way back in the summer of 2020, you were fantastic
in ensuring that your children had several available for school. At that time we asked that to prevent
waste, ease the supply strain on the NHS, and protect the environment, that these were of the
washable and reusable type.



We have always had a stock of disposable ones available for those who genuinely forget or break
theirs.

However, in the last month we have seen a dramatic increase in demand for disposable face
coverings, to the extent that we have given out over 5000 of them in November. Our stock is now
very limited, and we are struggling to get more.

Please can we urge that you now provide your child(ren) with reusable and washable face
coverings. Since they now have to be worn in shops and on public transport, these will not just be
needed for school.

There is advice here on how to make your own if you wish:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering/how-to-w
ear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering

Using sites like Amazon, packs of five coverings, enough for a whole week, can be purchased for
under £10.

We will of course continue to provide disposable masks for those who genuinely forget or break
theirs, but we will be keeping records of those who repeatedly come to school without a face
covering, when they are not exempt, and they may have to be sent home to get one.

Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding.

Finally, we have been asked by government to Covid test all of your children again in

January

This is something which your children and we are now very familiar with as a start to the new term.
It provides us with an additional layer of safety, ensuring that children who may have Covid but are
asymptomatic do not inadvertently join a classroom and pass on the infection

If you have not already done so then please give consent for your child to be tested by our trained
staff. You do not need to do this if you have already done it before. If in doubt there is no harm in
completing it again.

211201 Parental consent for COVID testing, for those under the age of sixteen, from 5th January 2022

211201 Students own consent for COVID testing, for those sixteen or over, from 5th January 2022

Please can you ensure that you have completed these consents by the 13th December 2021.

We cannot test all students at once, so we have to stagger the start of the year.

On the day(s) before their test day students will need to attend five, live, online lessons given by
their normal class teacher as per their normal timetable. The invites to these lessons will be in their
Google Calendar.
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On the day that they are being tested, students only come in for their test at a time which will be
communicated with you. Before that time they are at home and after they have been tested they go
home, and do not return until the next day.

On that test day, when at home, we are setting all students the task of doing a book review of the
last book that they read.  A guide on how to do really good book review is here:

https://bookriot.com/how-to-write-a-book-review/

The schedule for testing is as follows:

Day Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13

05/01/22 Live online lessons at home Test day

06/01/22 Test day Live online lessons at
home

Normal lessons in school

07/01/22 Normal lessons in
school

Test day Normal lessons in school

10/01/22 Normal lessons in school

Thank you

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Reminder: Appointments and Absences

Please only email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103 if your child is ill or needs to
leave school for an arranged appointment.  Students must sign out with ABI before leaving the
school site. You do not need to email specific teachers or heads of year, the message will be passed
on to them.  For sixth form the same applies but the email is 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com or
call 01442 251732.

Thank you
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Christmas Dinner - Friday 10th December

Christmas Dinner will be available to purchase in the canteen
on Friday 10th December.

The Menu
Roast Turkey or Vegetarian Wellington with all the
trimmings
Two choices of festive puddings

The cost of this two course meal will be £2.35 and can be
purchased on the day in the usual canteen way.  Please note
that there will be a limited offering of other food due to the nature of the amount of preparation and
cooking for Christmas dinner.

Christmas Jumper Day

Students will be able to wear their festive jumpers in addition to their usual school uniforms, this is
not a full non-uniform day. Due to covid restrictions we will not be accepting cash donations, these
must be paid via our just giving page and will be sent directly to save the children. There is a QR
code on the poster below or please follow this link:
https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/cjd210000253

Thank you!

Miss A Thompson

https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/cjd210000253


Covid Vaccination for students 12-15 years old

We have been given another opportunity for students to have the Covid vaccination in school on
Monday 13th December 2021. As this day is an INSET day for staff and this is not a normal school
day for students we ask that the timetable below is followed to ensure students are seen promptly.
Please give consent here:
https://forms.hct.nhs.uk/CovidConsent/Form1/#!/Page1 if consent has not been given prior to the
day a vaccine will not be available.

Year 11 and Year 10 9.30am - 10.30am

Year 9 and 8 10.35am - 11.30am

Year 7 11.35am - 12.05pm

Students need to arrive via the Anchor Lane gate and make their way to the Main Hall.
Thank you
Matron

More information can be found here -
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine-for
-children-aged-12-to-15/
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Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services To The School Community For….
Taking part in remembrance parades representing community groups:

Niamh Pearson 7F, Poppy Brown 11F, James Howard 10A

Excellent Achievement For….
Gaining a distinction in his Grade 8 singing exam: Billy Reed-Hook 13N

Winning the Headteacher’s Autumn Competition: Khelan Shah 9C

Brilliant success in swimming over last weekend
(what an amazing number of medals!):

Daniel Belsey 9A



Winning the Christmas Card Competition: Emily Wheeler 9C

Gold Letters

Letter 65 Year 10 Careers Interviews

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Letter-65-Year-10-Careers-Interviews.pdf


Monday 6th December - Carol Concert , St Johns Church, 7pm
Friday 10th December - School Christmas Jumper day in aid of Save The Children

Friday 10th December - School Christmas Concert, 7.00pm - 9.30pm, Hall
Friday 10th December - Christmas Dinner

Monday 13th December - INSET DAY & Covid Vaccinations
Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th December - Year 8 Geography Trip to Kew Gardens

Tuesday 21st December - Mistletoe Day, Last Day of Term (early finish)
Thursday 13th January - Year 11 Parents Evening (online)

Thursday 13th January - Year 11 Mock Results Day, 2.30pm Hall
Monday 17th January - Friday 21st January - Rescheduled Football and Netball House

Competitions
Wednesday 19th & Thursday 20th January - Year 11 Trial Art Exam

Monday 24th January - Friday 28th January - Year 11 GCSE Food Practical Exam
Wednesday 26th January - Saturday 29th January - School Production

Thursday 3rd February - Year 9 Parents Evening

Fixtures
Monday 6th December - Year 8 Football, District Cup v Kings Langley School (A) 3pm KO

Monday 6th December - Year 9 Basketball v Laureate (H)
Tuesday 7th December - Year 8 Netball v Longdean (H)

Tuesday 7th December - Year 7 Netball v JFK (A)
Thursday 9th December - Year 9 County Cup Football v St Edmends School (H) KO 2pm

Thursday 9th December - Year 8 County Cup Football v Future Academy (H) 3G, 4pm
Friday 10th December - Year 11 Football v JFK (H) 3G



Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Wednesday 1st September - Tuesday 21st December 2021

INSET DAY - Monday 13th December

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Thursday 31st March 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Day in lieu of The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday - 1st April 2022

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

Attachments:

1. Covid Vaccinations Letter
2. Watford Girls Soccer Christmas Camp
3. Save The Children Christmas Jumper Day
4. What Parents and Carers need to know about age inappropriate content
5. Hemel Storm Basketball Home Game












