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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

Support Staff Vacancies

We are currently recruiting for the following staff vacancies and would welcome application from
within our community

Business Management Administrator
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,business-management-administrator_68925.htm

Teaching Assistants (SEND)
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,teaching-assistant-higher-level-teaching-assistant-sen
d_68927.htm

Site Assistant
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,site-assistant_68931.htm

Cover Supervisor
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,cover-supervisor_68930.htm
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Talking about consent

All students in the school will be working with an organisation called Talk Consent, next week, as
part of our school’s commitment to ending sexual violence and sexual harassment in our
communities.

They are running a special session for parents and carers, online at 5pm on Wednesday the 15th
December.  We would love you to join us by following this Microsoft Teams link

We would like your views on making our uniform more affordable

We have been looking very closely at the affordability of our uniform since September.  Some
student leaders in the Sixth Form and in Year Ten have made some excellent contributions to this
process.

Last month the government passed legislation which will help us to ensure that it is as affordable as
possible, but also requires us to do so.

The governing body has proposed some changes to the main uniform:

- That all students continue to wear a The Hemel Hempstead School Blue blazer with logo.
- That all students continue to wear a The Hemel Hempstead School tie with House colours.
- That all students can continue to wear dark charcoal grey trousers, purchased from any shop.
- That all students continue to wear plain, sturdy, black, leather shoes, for safety reasons.

However,
- There will no longer be a branded jumper; all students can wear any dark charcoal grey v-neck
jumper (not round neck as these are not worn with ties), purchased from any shop.
- There will no longer be a Navy skirt, from a single supplier;  all students can wear a dark charcoal
grey fully pleated (not straight) and knee length skirt, purchased from any shop.

The governing body has also proposed some changes to the PE kit:

- That all students continue to wear a The Hemel Hempstead School polo shirt.
- That all students continue to wear The Hemel Hempstead School shorts or skort.
- That all students continue to wear a The Hemel Hempstead School hoodie.
- That these items will come from a new supplier, Spivey Sports, who can offer a better price than
the current supplier.

However,
- There will no longer be branded socks, tracksuit trousers, joggers, leggings, or under/base layers;
all students can wear dark blue sports(football) socks, dark blue tracksuit trousers, dark blue
joggers, dark blue leggings and/or dark blue under/bases layers, purchased from any shop.

We believe that these changes will give parents and carers the following savings (based on an
Amazon search):

https://talkconsent.org/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZWY2MjMwYmItNWI4Yi00ZjNmLThhMmUtOGQ5ZjQwMzkwMTkz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22abf5e854-74af-47ed-b4ea-d9ed9287dd6e%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%227a353a73-6268-4586-bfe1-dfbf3a56cd22%22%7d


- shop v-neck jumper rather than branded jumper - £9 instead of £32
- shop pleated skirt rather than prescribed Navy skirt - £12 instead of £32
- shop dark blue football socks rather than branded socks - £5 instead of £7
- shop dark blue leggins rather than branded leggins - £10 instead of £30
- shop dark blue base layer rather than branded base layer - £15 rather than £30
- shop - dark blue tracksuit or jogging bottoms - £15 rather than £30

...which is a total saving, per child, of £85.

All shop bought items must be plain, without any logos or patterns.  This is vitally important so that
uniform, including PE kit, continues to serve its most important function: to prevent bullying.

Finally, we shall use normal tendering processes to seek the best quality and value suppliers for all
of our branded items.

Please note that this is just a consultation at this stage and no decisions have been made and
due to contractual arrangements with our suppliers and the fact that you have, of course, bought
uniform for this year some changes could not be introduced until September 2022 and there would
be a substantial grace period where both ‘old’ and ‘new’ were allowed.

We would greatly appreciate your views on these proposals by filling in this very quick survey.  Your
child will be surveyed separately, so we would appreciate this being your view as parents/carers.

https://forms.gle/dv1nQqYAg15NU82r5

Thank you

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Face coverings

Please can we remind you that your child (unless exempt) must be coming to school with a
reusable and washable face covering. Since they now have to be worn in shops and on public
transport, these will not just be needed for school.

There is advice here on how to make your own if you wish:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering/how-to-w
ear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering

Using sites like Amazon, packs of five coverings, enough for a whole week, can be purchased for
under £10.

https://forms.gle/dv1nQqYAg15NU82r5
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering


We will of course continue to provide disposable masks for those who genuinely forget or break
theirs, but we will be keeping records of those who repeatedly come to school without a face
covering, when they are not exempt, and they may have to be sent home to get one.

If your child is exempt we do not want them to be constantly asked by staff, so we ask them to
wear an exemption lanyard. Please do write or email to the school office if you wish your child to be
exempted.

Your child must have their lanyard so that we can be sure that they are following your wishes as
parents and carers, so that they do not get asked all the time about their face coverings, and so that
they are comfortable in school.

Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding.

E Scooter - Road Safety

I am writing to you on behalf of the Hertfordshire Road Safety Partnership who have concerns over
the illegal use of privately owned E Scooters in the local area.

E Scooters are readily available to purchase, and sales of these are expected to increase over the
Christmas period. Unfortunately the purchaser is often unaware of the current restrictions on riding
e scooters and risk having them seized if caught by the police. The police also have the power to
issue penalty points on a licence and charge a fine.

Many E Scooters are currently being used illegally in areas such as on pavements and cycle paths,
however due to the speed e scooters can travel, they can often have a negative impact on the
safety of pedestrians and other road users.

To help educate parents and pupils on the rules of riding privately e scooters, we have supplied you
with a short animation clip.

E-Scooters-720p-211129 on Vimeo

Thank you for your assistance and please enjoy a safe and pleasurable Christmas.

Kind regards
Cathy Scarrott
Sustainable Travel Officer
Hertfordshire County Council

https://vimeo.com/652855393


Covid Vaccination for students 12-15 years old

We have been given another opportunity for students to have the Covid vaccination in school on
Monday 13th December 2021. As this day is an INSET day for staff and this is not a normal school
day for students we ask that the timetable below is followed to ensure students are seen promptly.
Please give consent here:
https://forms.hct.nhs.uk/CovidConsent/Form1/#!/Page1 if consent has not been given prior to the
day a vaccine will not be available.

Year 11 and Year 10 9.30am - 10.30am

Year 9 and 8 10.35am - 11.30am

Year 7 11.35am - 12.05pm

Students need to arrive via the Anchor Lane gate and make their way to the Main Hall.
Thank you
Matron

More information can be found here -
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine-for

Careers Information

On Monday 13th December from 5:00pm - 6:00pm HSBC will be hosting a virtual ‘Managing your
Money’ evening designed to educate us with some tips and tricks for best financial practice. You
can hear from the finance experts themselves as they give us the run-down on how to ensure we
best look after our spending during Christmas and throughout life. You’ll hear all about savings,
investments and about different aspects to intelligent banking.

If banking and finance is something you think you might be interested in, events like these are a
great addition to a CV when applying to positions within financial organisations to show an interest
in the industry at such an early age. 

The online event is open to students in all year groups. 

If you’d like to apply to this event, please click on the registration link below.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HSBC-Financial-Education

On Saturday 11th of December 2021, The National Space Academy will be hosting both year ten
and year twelve online careers conferences. For each event there will be speakers who will talk
about their pathway to their current career and what it is they do on a daily basis. 

There are two slots, one for Year 10 students between 10.30 am – 12.30 pm and one for year
twelve students between 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm
https://nationalspaceacademy.org/what-we-do/careers-conferences/online-careers-conference

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator

https://forms.hct.nhs.uk/CovidConsent/Form1/#!/Page1
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine-for-children-aged-12-to-15/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HSBC-Financial-Education
https://nationalspaceacademy.org/what-we-do/careers-conferences/online-careers-conference


Congratulations From The English Department

Congratulations to the 16 students in Years 8-10 whose work has recently been published in a
Young Writers Anthology of short stories entitled 'Spine-Chillers.'
These talented students were tasked with creating tales about frightening creatures, powerful
curses, vicious villains and gruesome horror, told in just 100 words. It is exciting to see their words
in print, especially as they were selected from thousands of entries from schools across the country,
and we hope they are all very proud of themselves.

Joseph Ogden (8P), Connor Snell (10F), Charlie Hillier (8C), Stanley Cross (8A), Tegan Lane (9C)
Darcie Unwin (10A), Lexi Pattenden (10F), Sarah Begum (10F), Ramone Hibbert (9F)
Simonas Bakus (8P), Louisa Benson (8C), Callum Coster (8G), Charles Twynam (9C)
Nia Shivarova (8A), Rochelle Rosato (8L), Mario Motran (8F)

Mr Mitchell
Head of English Faculty

Achievement Event - Thursday 9th December

Congratulations to all the students who were invited to an Achievement Event
on Thursday 9th December in the library. Students were invited to have a
break time treat with Mr Hassell. This event was to celebrate these students

receiving the highest reward points in their year group

Well done to all

Mrs McCausland
Attendance, Behaviour and Inclusion Coordinator



Christmas Jumper Day

If you would still like to donate towards ‘Save The Children’ charity The QR code on the poster
below or please follow this link: https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/cjd210000253

See our Instagram account for some amazing jumper pictures! @HemelHempsteadSchool

Notice From Food Department

A number of plastic boxes, tubs and bags have been left over this term from food and nutrition
lessons. If students know they have left something, or have returned home minus what they took to
a practical lesson, please collect from the food room urgently.

Anything left at the end of this term, will have to be disposed of, if not collected by Monday 20th
December.

Also, if you have any leftover plastic chocolate boxes, deep plastic takeaway containers with lids or
Christmas pudding basins, please can you pass them on to us to re-use.

Many thanks and Happy Christmas from the Food Department.

Mrs K Russell
Head of Food and Nutrition

Barracudas is now live to bookings at The Hemel Hempstead School for 2022 and provided the
discount codes for your staff and parents/carers.
Now is a great time to book as we have our Early Bird rates offering great savings which are
available up until the end of January. As well as that, parents/carers can book their children in with
our low minimum deposit rates up until the end of December, securing their place for just £10 a day
or £25 a week (from January this will be £15 a day or £50 a week). The good news is that
parents/carers can then either choose to pay in interest-free monthly instalments up to our balance
due date, or, pay nothing more at all until balances are due.

Please see attached posters for discount codes.

Barracudas

https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/cjd210000253


Gold Letters
Letter 67 Bronze DoE Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh Awards

Letter 68 Music Tour Music Tour to Spain (selected students)
Letter 69 Year 9 Christmas Market (selected students)
Letter 70 Year 8 RAF Humanitarian Engineering Online

Letter 71 GCE Public Examinations January 22
Letter 72 Year 10 Work Experience Update

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Letter-67-Bronze-DoE.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Letter-68-Music-Tour.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Letter-69-Birmingham-Christmas-Market.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Letter-70-Year-9-RAF-Humanitarian-Engineering-Online-Course.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Letter-71-GCE-Public-Examinations-January-2022.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Letter-72-Year-10-Work-Experience-Update_.pdf


Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services To The School Community For……

Taking Part in the Carol Concert at St John’s Church, Boxmoor:
Eden Crawley 7G, Yasmin Jones 7A, Imogen Whiting 7F,

Eloise Mooney 7N,Sol Stafford 8A, Lucy Hall 9L, Phoebe Miller 10C,
Zara Crawley 10C, Theo Potton 10C, Brynn Johns 10L,

Olivia Redmond-Taylor 10N, Jackson Priest 10P, Amelia Reeves 10F,
Devin Filby 11F, Daniel Mitchell 11F, Georgina Heron-Edmends 11C,

Zayne Marsden 11P, Sophie Williams 12C,
Stanley Kaleniuk 12A, Niall Dowling 12A, Oli Harding 12L,

Ruby Reeve 12L, Ella Deacon 12L, Tallulah Stafford 12N, Millie Kelly 13N,
Matthew Veris Reynolds 13P, Natasha Basset 13A, Harry Miller 13F,

Hannah Bugg 13A, Billy Reed-Hook 13N

Excellent Achievement For……

Getting their short Story published in The Young Writers Anthology:
Joseph Ogden (8P), Connor Snell (10F), Charlie Hillier (8C),
Stanley Cross (8A), Tegan Lane (9C), Darcie Unwin (10A),

Lexi Pattenden (10F), Sarah Begum (10F), Ramone Hibbert (9F),
Simonas Bakus (8P), Louisa Benson (8C), Callum Coster (8G),

Charles Twynam (9C), Nia Shivarova (8A), Rochelle Rosato (8L),
Mario Motran (8F)

Tuesday 14th December - Year 8A Football v JFK (H) 3G KO 4pm
Wednesday 15th December - Year 7A Football v Parmiters (H) 3G KO 4pm

Wednesday 15th December - Year 8 Basketball v JFK (H)
Thursday 16th December - Year 8 Football v Longdean (H) 4pm 3G

Monday 20th December - Year 10 Football v Longdean (A) KO 2.15pm
Monday 20th December - Year 8 Netball v JFK (H)



Monday 13th December - INSET DAY & Covid Vaccinations
Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th December - Year 8 Geography Trip to Kew Gardens

Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th December - Talk Consent (weds parent online workshop)
Tuesday 21st December - Mistletoe Day, Last Day of Term, students dismissed from 1pm

Thursday 13th January - Year 11 Parents Evening (online)
Thursday 13th January - Year 11 Mock Results Day, 2.30pm Hall

Monday 17th January - Friday 21st January - Rescheduled Football and Netball House
Competitions

Wednesday 19th & Thursday 20th January - Year 11 Trial Art Exam
Monday 24th January - Friday 28th January - Year 11 GCSE Food Practical Exam

Wednesday 26th January - Saturday 29th January - School Production
Thursday 3rd February - Year 9 Parents Evening

Attachments

1. Christmas Jumper Day
2. Barracudas Holiday Club
3. National Safety online - Let's connect this Christmas
4. COVID Vaccinations Letter



Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Wednesday 1st September - Tuesday 21st December 2021

INSET DAY - Monday 13th December

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Friday 1st April 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Day in lieu of The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday - 1st April 2022

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June










