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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables
your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

At lunchtime, on the last two days, a volunteer group of students (thank you so much to all of them
for their hard work) and I have been planting trees. This may seem like an unusual part of the school
curriculum, but actually, our curriculum - The Hemel Hempstead Experience - is all about everything
that we do inside classrooms, and outside of them, within the national curriculum and beyond it.

Our students, I think more than any other generation, are acutely aware of the climate emergency
that we find ourselves in. I recently saw an advert for The World Wildlife Fund, which I felt put it
more succinctly than I can: “This generation is the first to recognise that we are destroying our
planet and potentially the last that can do anything about it.”

mailto:parentmail@hemelschool.com
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:absence@hemelschool.com
mailto:6thformabsence@hemelschool.com
mailto: COVID@hemelschool.com
http://www.thehhex.com


As a school, we try our very best to be as green as we possibly can. Hence my headteacher’s
competition: students still have until the 30th of this month to present to me their ideas for how the
school can be greener and less wasteful. There have been some fantastic entries so far, and I would
encourage as many students as possible to apply.

We're making our site greener and more environmentally friendly in a number of ways, the most
predominant of which is that when we build new buildings, which we have done recently and will be
doing again soon, we are using the latest technologies and materials so that those buildings can
operate at net zero.

However, construction comes with a cost, the biggest of these being that concrete and its use
produces large amounts of carbon dioxide. We aim later this year to refurbish our multi-use games
areas and build new tennis courts, netball courts, hockey facilities and five-a-side football facilities.
This project too will use both concrete, so more CO2, and plastic materials, which clearly are made
from oil.

The second way in which our school is a contributor to climate change is through the fact that all of
our buildings are heated by gas. We are therefore determined that we offset some of this carbon
production and so we have started a programme of tree planting

In the House of Commons Library there is a briefing paper which talks about why tree planting could
be one of the most significant things the UK can do to combat climate change. Just 10% of England
is covered by trees. Compare that to most of Europe, the US and Canada where 30% to 50% is the
norm.

The reason for this is possibly that policy is devolved in the UK and most land is in the hands of
private owners rather than the state. This makes it very difficult to have an overarching strategy to
encourage tree planting. The statistics are stark. We've known about climate change since the
1970s yet tree planting in the UK has been in decline virtually every year since 1976. In fact, it is
only in the last two years that it has started to increase again. But tree planting in England is still half
of what it was in the 1970s. The government has committed itself to planting 30,000 hectares (or
37,000 football pitches to use an easier unit) of trees every year and increasing England's coverage
from 10% to 12%.



That may not sound much. But remember that every single tree that is planted absorbs carbon
dioxide every minute of every day, 365 days a year; trees are natural carbon sinks. They have
evolved and adapted to be absolutely brilliant at converting carbon dioxide into oxygen.

Secondly trees also provide an environment for birds, for bats and for insects and these are all
things that we also want to encourage on our school site. There is little point in saving the planet
from carbon dioxide if we destroy our food supply which is reliant on insects and birds for pollination!

Currently our school has around 15% tree coverage. Our aim is to increase that by 1% each year
until we reach 20%. So that's what we started on Thursday, and on Friday, of this week. We have
planted nearly 200 saplings, all UK native species, some small, some large, some fast growing,
some much slower - that will over the years come to act as a fantastic carbon sink for our other
activities and be a haven for wildlife.

We are hugely grateful to the Tree Appeal programme, and their Bob Swinbank, for making this
project possible.

Some of these trees, such as the cherries that we've planted, will be enjoyed by the next generation
and even the generations thereafter, just as I, sitting here writing this newsletter, am enjoying the
view of the two-hundred year old oaks that stand proudly, and magnificently, on our top field.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

We want to hear your views

Dear parents and carers,

The governors and I are thinking about the future of our school and are asking the question:

“How can the Hemel Hempstead School work in partnership with other schools to the
mutual benefit of student outcomes, quality of teaching and business e�ciency”

We would really appreciate the views of all staff and here is an opportunity to share your views.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this short survey.

https://forms.gle/CDeh3nvBTXRKsHdo7

https://www.treeappeal.com/index.html
https://forms.gle/CDeh3nvBTXRKsHdo7


Update - Coronavirus Outbreak

We are pleased to report that the Public Health Team at Hertfordshire County Council consider the
Coronavirus outbreak at the school to be over.

This means that we are able to lift restrictions on school activities such as trips, external visitors and
sport fixtures.

We are also able to advise that Lateral Flow Device testing no longer needs to be carried out daily
and pupils can return to twice weekly testing.

Until the end of term we will not be using the changing rooms and pupils should continue to attend
school in their PE kit on days where they have PE.

In line with all Hertfordshire secondary schools, we will continue to follow the advice to wear face
masks at school.

Thank you for your continued support

Joanna Avey
Business Manager

Sixth Form Applications

Our application window is now open for students for a September 2022 start. A link to the
application form has been emailed to students on their school accounts and can also be found in the
Sixth Form area of the school website.

The deadline for applications is Monday 10th January. We would encourage students to take the
time to fully research and consider their chosen options before submitting their application. If
students change their mind about options after submitting, the form can be edited to reflect their new
choices.

All year eleven students will receive a guidance meeting to discuss their chosen options once the
application window has closed.

Mr P Bryson
Head of Sixth Form



Careers Information

Medic Mentors and Allied Health Professionals

Medic Mentors are running two programmes for students who are interested in medical and allied
health careers.

The Get Into Medicine Conference is a one day event where sessions include:
What it’s like to be a doctor; Getting Work Experience; Personal Statements; UKAT and BMAT
exams and more. This conference will unlock exclusive opportunities such as scholarships and
prizes as well as helping to make a highly competitive application to medical schools. These live
virtual events are for students in years ten and twelve and you can register for FREE using the
coupon code: Teacher21 here: https://medicmentor.co.uk/medicine-national-healthcare-weekend/
Upcoming dates are 4th, 5th and 11th December

Allied Health professions include Nursing, Midwifery, Paramedicine, Physiotherapy
Occupational Therapy, Dietetics, Radiography, Prosthetics and Orthotics, Speech and language
therapy and Pharmacy.

Applications for this programme are now open, and they will be open throughout this academic year,
with the next programme taking place on the 5th December for students in years ten-thirteen. This
will help students to make an informed career decision as well as learn about how healthcare
professionals work together as part of a multidisciplinary team. Each work experience day is
completely different and students will be able to build on their knowledge of NHS careers as they
see different patient cases and healthcare professionals work in a variety of settings, such as
hospitals and the community.

Those that complete the entire six month programme will be awarded Highly Commended
References too. Students can register individually through the website link below. Places are £10 a
day to cover administrative costs and to run the technology on the day.
You can learn more and students can register for the programme here:

https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/

Youth Card is Speakers for Schools newest social mobility programme in the form of a free iOS and
Android app offering life-changing opportunities and discounts to young people aged 11-25 in
England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Packed with unique developmental opportunities including work experience placements, mentoring
and workshops alongside discounts from favourite high-street brands.

It enables young people to find out about opportunities such as work experience placements with
leading employers, mentoring, apprenticeships, and participate in career talks and much more.

The Youth Card app can be downloaded from Google Play or the App Store and it’s completely free.

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator

https://medicmentor.cmail20.com/t/r-l-triyijud-beurkruud-y/
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Notice - The will be NO Homework Club on Wednesday 1st December

Trial Exams

Year eleven and thirteen will be starting their trial exams next week. For Mathematics and perhaps
other subjects it is important that they have their own scientific calculator to use for the exam. There
are a small number of calculators still available to purchase from Student Services but as mentioned
in September, it is important that students are fully equipped for lessons so they become familiar
with how to use it.

Any issues or further questions, please do not hesitate to email me via
parentmail@hemelschool.com

Mrs Enuma Afulukwe
Head of Mathematics

Young Rotary Chefs Competition

On Wednesday evening, two year ten students, Antonia Akoni and Rebekah Hesse-Amartey,
represented HHS at this year's Dacorum Rotary Young Chefs Competition.

Held at Kings Langley School, with a group of eleven student cooks from other Dacorum schools,
they both cooked and presented their dishes with confidence, resilience and flair.

Despite not winning on this occasion they should be incredibly proud of
their achievements.

Well done girls!

Mrs K Russell
Head of Food & Nutrition
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Appeal for Raffle Prizes

As part of our 90th anniversary celebrations we are hosting a quiz and raffle on the 3rd March 2022
(further details to follow next year). If you are able to donate any raffle prizes for this Charity event
please get in touch with our Sixth Form Charity Captains via parentmail@hemelschool.com if you or
someone you know may be able to donate a prize.

One of the charities that we are raising money for is Afghan Aid https://www.afghanaid.org.uk/

Thank you
Sixth Form Charity Captains
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Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services To The School Community For….
Taking part in remembrance parades representing community groups:

Charlotte Hawes 8A, Holly Jewell 9P, Victoria Osei-Boadum 9F, Ava Slater 8L,
Brodie Steel 11A

Taking part in the Hemel your town 5K run, raising money for DENS and being the
first child to cross the line:

Ryan Schofield 7N

Playing a perfect rendition in school of the last post during the 2 minutes silence on
remembrance day: Hannah Bugg 13A

Fantastic performance of ……..during remembrance service:
Hannah Adu, Hannah Bugg, Ella Cairns, Matt Cooper, Zara Crawley, Ella

Deacon, Niall Dowling, Devin Filby, Gabby Guare, Oli Harding, Brynn Johns,
Stanley Kaleniuk, Millie Kelly, Gracie Maskell, Harry Miller, Phoebe Miller,

Daniel Mitchell, Theo Potton, Jackson Priest, Billy Reed-Hook, Ruby Reeve,
Ato Sams, Matthew Veris Reynolds, Sophie Williams

Excellent Achievement For….
Continued outstanding work in English: Ella Brown 11N, Daisy Harwood 11P,

Gold Letters

Letter 54 Year 8 Trip to Kew Gardens
Letter 55 CERN Information Google Meet

Letter 56 Building an alumni community to inspire our students
Letter 57 Change to PE kit supplier

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Letter-54-Year-8-Trip-to-Kew-Gardens-1.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Letter-55-CERN-Information-Google-Meet-1.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Letter-56-Home-Study.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Letter-57-Building-an-alumni-community-to-inspire-our-students.pdf


Thursday 25th November - Friday 10th December - Year 11 & 13 Trial Exams
Friday 26th November - Occasional Day (school closed to all)

Monday 29th November - Day off in lieu of open day (school closed to all)
Thursday 2nd December - Year 13, Parents Evening (online)

Thursday 2nd December - Year 10 Afternoon Tea @ Shendish Manor (selected students)
Friday 10th December - School Christmas Jumper day in aid of Save The Children

Friday 10th December - School Christmas Concert, 7.00pm - 9.30pm, Hall
Monday 13th December - INSET DAY

Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th December - Year 8 Geography Trip to Kew Gardens
Thursday 16th December - Senior Prizegiving, 7.30pm, Hall

Tuesday 21st December - Mistletoe Day, Last Day of Term (early finish)
Thursday 3rd February - Year 9 Parents Evening
Thursday 10th March - Year 8 Parents Evening

Fixtures - Hooray They are Back!!!!!!

Monday 22nd November - U18 Basketball v Longdean (A)
Monday 22nd November - Year 7A&B v Kings Langley (H)

Tuesday 23rd November - Year 9 County Cup Football v Ridgeway Academy (A)
Tuesday 23rd November - Year 7A County Cup Football v Bushey Meads (H)

Tuesday 23rd November - Year 9 Netball v Tring (H)
Wednesday 24th November - U13 District League Football v Londean (H)

Wednesday 24th November - U14 Badminton v Longdean (A)
Thursday 25th November - U15 Rugby, Royal Vase v Royal Latin School, 2pm (A)

HHEx Golf lessons taking place with Mr Heward @ Little Hay Golf course every Monday until
Christmas - Students must have signed up for this in advance.



Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Wednesday 1st September - Tuesday 21st December 2021

Occasional Day - Friday 26th November

Day off in Lieu of Open Day - Monday 29th November

INSET DAY - Monday 13th December

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Thursday 31st March 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Day in lieu of The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday - 1st April 2022

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

Attachments:

1. 10 Ways you can share kindness online
2. DSPL8 Parents/Carers Communication and Available Courses


























