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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

As you will know we have had Her Majesty's Inspectors from Ofsted with us this week.  Today I can
sit back for a moment and reflect on our inspection; my overriding emotion is one of gratitude.

Gratitude to the numerous groups of students who have, formally and informally, spoken with
inspectors to talk about their lessons, their personal development, their experiences and their time
at the school.

Gratitude to all of the teachers whose lessons were visited and teaching scrutinised and to all those
who were not visited but were (and always are) teaching great lessons all the same.

Gratitude to all the staff who had meetings with the inspectors to talk about and answer questions
on their areas of responsibility.

Gratitude to our governors who met with the inspectors to explain how they hold the school to
account, and support the school, in equal measure.

Gratitude to our parents and carers who took time to fill in the Ofsted Parent View Survey.

For all of us in the school this has been a wonderful opportunity to show off a community that we
are very proud to be part of, and for that above all, gratitude.

Ofsted take a few weeks to publish their report, and when it arrives, we will of course share it with
you all.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher
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Why cycle or scoot to school?

As international leaders begin to plan their COP26 meeting, where they must debate and make
decisions on the climate change crisis, we have been reflecting on one big change we could make
in our everyday lives - cycling or scooting to school rather than being driven.

85% of our students walk, cycle or scoot to school already, but if your child is in the 15% who are
driven to school then here are five compelling reasons for getting them to cycle or scoot instead:

1. It is great for health and fitness.  Cycling is proven to be good for both your cardiovascular
fitness (that of your heart and lungs) and for developing muscle definition and tone.

2. Cycling is carbon neutral - it creates no pollution or greenhouse gases - so you are helping
the environment for yours and future generations.

3. The more students who cycle, the less cars there will be outside of the school, so less
pollution, less congestion, less noise and more space for people to walk, cycle and scoot.  It
is what we call a virtuous cycle - the more people who do it the better it gets.

4. There are cycle racks at both entrances to the school where bikes and scooters can be
securely kept and if there is more demand we absolutely will install more racks.

5. Cycling is one of Britain's most successful sports and getting into cycling opens up a fun,
competitive and nationwide cycling scene where young people can race and compete either
for fun, or if they are good, for prize money, sponsorship and national/international
competition.

Please remember that it is illegal to ride on pavements that have not been designated as a cycle
path and safety is a priority, always wear a cycle helmet.

Gardening Club

We are pleased to advise of the re-starting of the HHS gardening club.

This is open to all years groups and will be on a Tuesday lunchtime from 1.45-2.25.

Please meet in Te9, next to the school allotment. This will be a student led club, initial contact will
be Charlie Dewars Y10.

We are also looking for donations of gardening equipment in good clean condition; seeds and
winter vegetable seedling or plants that you might have spare. It would be really helpful with any
plant donations, to send in a note to identify the variety of vegetable.

Hemel Hempstead School are also taking part in Morrisons' It's Good to Grow scheme; collecting
tokens to purchase gardening equipment. You can collect tokens up until 25th October.

1. Morrisons customers download the MyMorrisons app.

2. They sign in or register to MyMorrisons and select the school they wish to collect for. (HHS)

3. They scan the app at checkout or use online when shopping.

4. For every £10 spent they will receive a Grow Token to donate to their chosen school.

5.  Your school can exchange your Grow Tokens for free gardening equipment after the collection
period.



Last Saturday we got a very generous donation of loads of equipment to help with the start up of the
new school allotment, this is going to be such a big help and we would like to say a massive thank
you to Hillier Garden Center!  This equipment will be gratefully appreciated and enjoyed by all of the
students here!

Many thanks

Charlie Dewars

Yr10

Thank you for supporting our gardening club!

Mrs K Russell
Head of Food

We are starting an enrichment club in D&T to give
students further experience of CAD CAM. This will
involve researching aerodynamics, materials and

structures before designing and making their own
vehicle to race on a Scalextric track.

To support this project, we’d be grateful for any
donations of unwanted 1:32 Scalextric track and

cars.

Mrs K Oates
Design & Technology



Careers Information

Virtual Work Experience

There are several companies that offer virtual work experience where a student can get an
experience of the workplace but it is online rather than in person. Whilst face to face work
experience is always better, in the current climate this is not always easy to find so a good
alternative is taking part virtually.

Springpod run schemes in school holidays. These are for students aged between 14 – 18 years,
take ten hours and can be completed ‘live’ or in one’s own time over a two week period.

https://www.springpod.com/

Speakers for Schools also have a lot of virtual work experience opportunities throughout the year.
These include experiences in architecture, engineering, construction, the army, gaming and
journalism, health and social care and many others. These are also free of charge.

Please use the following link to register and apply.

https://www.speakersforschools.org/

Investin are run a number of different work experience programs both in person and online. The
next sessions are in November. They offer schemes for those ages 12-14 and also for 6th form
students. There is a charge for these but as our school is an Investin Partner School, students can
get 10% off any programme with the code: HEMELHEMPSTEAD19.

There are a few bursaries available if students meet the Investin criteria which you can view at
https://investin.org/pages/bursaries. These do get taken up very quickly so please let me know if
you would like to apply for one.

Medic Mentors run courses for students interested in Medicine, Veterinary and Dentistry. Their next
conferences are as follows:

Get into Medicine and Get into Dentistry – 24th October (closing date 20th October)
Get into Veterinary – 28th November

Students may use the funding code hempstead to attend our conferences for free at the following
link: https://medicmentor.co.uk/national-healthcare-weekend/.

There are also longer courses available for all of the above as well as those interested in an allied
health profession

https://alliedhealthmentor.org/

If you have any questions about virtual work experience, please contact me.

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator
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COVID-19 Vaccination Update

Thank you to those who have already completed the online and paper consent forms.

This is just a final push to remind everyone of the date of the vaccination and also when all the
consents need to be in by:

Please complete the form if your child is age 12 – 15 year olds (Years 7 to 11) as they are eligible
to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 
If your child is under 12 or over 16 on the 21st of October 2021 then do not to fill out the
form. 
 
Please use the link below to access the online consent form.

https://forms.hct.nhs.uk/CovidConsent/Form1/#!/Page1

If for any reason you are unable to complete the online form then please complete the paper copy
sent out last week via email.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
 

● If parents have successfully submitted an online consent form, they DO NOT need to
complete a paper consent form

● If parents have successfully given a verbal consent over the phone to the nurses team (Not
the school) they DO NOT need to complete a paper consent form

● If paper copies have been sent in, Parents DO NOT need to complete another one.
● If paper copy, parents MUST return the form to the school office no later than 12 noon

Monday 18th October 2021 either printed or emailed to admin@hhs.herts.sch.uk

Please note: The school does not have any information regarding the Covid vaccine or which one
is being offered.

If you have any questions or queries regarding the vaccine, please contact:
Immunisation Administrative Team
Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust
Sandridge Gate | Ronsons Way| St Albans | AL4 9XR
| Tel: 01727 732062 |Email: admin.imms@nhs.net Twitter: @HCTNHS

Thank you for your amazing support and understanding during the challenging fast pace COVID-19
immunisation programme roll out.
 
Kind regards
Ms N Akther (Matron)
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Headteacher R4 Certificates

Excellent Achievement For…….
A fantastic project and ideas in Geography: Isabelle Oliver 7L

Services to the School Community For………
Going above and beyond to help a younger Student: Brodie Steel 11A

Monday 18th October - Year 11 Component 1 GCSE Dance Exam 12.30pm - 5.30pm
Monday 18th - Friday 22nd October - House Netball and Football @ Lunchtimes - POSTPONED

Thursday 21st October - COVID Vaccinations
Thursday 21st October - House Drama, 7.30pm - 9pm, Hall - POSTPONED

Friday 22nd October - Headteachers Coffee Morning - POSTPONED
Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October - HALF TERM

Tuesday 2nd November - Year 10 National Gallery London Visit TBC
Thursday 4th November - Year 11 Parents Focus Evening - Online

Friday 5th November - Sixth Form Preview Evening (Online, 5pm - 9pm)
Thursday 25th November - Friday 10th December - Year 11 & 13 Trial Exams

Friday 26th November - Occasional Day (school closed to all)
Monday 29th November - Day off in lieu of open day (school closed to all)
Friday 10th December - School Christmas Concert, 7.00pm - 9.30pm, Hall

Monday 13th December - INSET DAY
Thursday 16th December - Senior Prizegiving, 7.30pm, Hall



Fixtures

All sports fixtures are currently postponed, please keep a look out on instagram for any new
updates

Gold Letters

Letter 34 The HHEx Golf Coaching Sessions (selected students)
Letter 35 Year 12 Work Experience

Letter 36 Filming of Audio-Visual Evidence for GCSE PE Course
Letter 39 Year 10 History Trip to Berlin

We are very excited to announce that the Science department have set up an Instagram account. Please
follow @hhs.science to find out what they are up to, fun facts, news stories, careers information and much

more!

See all our official instagram and Twitter accounts below.  We do not have an official presence on
Facebook.

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Letter-34-The-HHEx-Golf-Coaching-Sessions-selected-students.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Letter-35-Year-12-Work-Experience.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Letter-36-Filming-of-Audio-Visual-Evidence-for-GCSE-PE-Course.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Letter-39-Year-10-History-Trip-to-Berlin.pdf


Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Wednesday 1st September - Tuesday 21st December 2021

HALF TERM - Monday 25th - Friday 29th October 2021

Occasional Day - Friday 26th November

Day off in Lieu of Open Day - Monday 29th November

INSET DAY - Monday 13th December

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Friday 1st April 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June



Attachments:

1. Herts Inclusive Theatre, Half Term Activities
2. Hemel Storm Basketball Match
3. What Parents Need to Know About ‘Apple Guided Access’
4. Morrisons - Free Gardening Equipment












