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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

I am incredibly proud of all of our students for their work on our Open Day last weekend.

To see them, many year sevens who have only just themselves joined the school, showing potential
parents around with such pride and enthusiasm was fantastic. The weather (the one thing we
cannot control!) was terrible and yet the cold and rain did not wipe the smiles off our students'
faces.

I had the novelty, for the first time, of experiencing part of the day as a potential parent. I am
absolutely sure that if other potential parents got the warm, informative, friendly and engaging
welcome that I did, from staff and students alike, that this will be yet another year in which we get
over a thousand applications for the two-hundred-and-seventeen places available.

Being a guide, or performing in a faculty, is part of The Hemel Hempstead Experience. It is one of
the many wonderful, challenging, thought provoking, and development opportunities students get in
our school. We believe that the curriculum is everything: the whole experience; what it is to be a
part of the community at The Hemel Hempstead School.  It is #TheHHEx.

We set out our curriculum so it provides the broadest, richest experiences which lead to meaningful
learning, of knowledge and of skills. Our curriculum sculpts young people who, because they have
a love of learning in all its forms, are resilient, confident, articulate and successful members of
society, who aspire and achieve. To gain this love of learning, and experience success, students
are shown how to learn and make connections between school and the real world.

In this way we make sure that The Hemel Hempstead Experience allows students to learn to be,
not just seem to be, ‘Esse Quam Videri’.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher
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Headteachers Coffee Morning

Mr Hassell will be holding regular coffee mornings for parents/carers this academic year.  The first
one will be on Wednesday 13th October between 9-10am.  This may be especially useful for
parents/carers of students in Year 7 who would like to meet the headteacher.

If you would like to attend please email Mrs Smith, e.smith@hemelschool.com

Tea and Coffee will be provided.

Respecting our neighbours - parking and dropping off.

Please can we again remind all parents and carers that our school sits within a residential setting
and that our neighbours are very patient and understanding of the additional complexities which
come with living next to a school community of 1500 people.

The one thing that impacts on their lives, unnecessarily and unfairly, is when people park illegally or
unsafely when dropping off or collecting children.

Please can we again urge you to consider the following:

1. 85% of our students walk, cycle or scoot to school. It is a great way to stay fit and healthy.

2. Even if you do have to drive, can you drop them somewhere safe and uncongested, like
the Moor End car park or the Cowper Road car park, from where they can then walk the last
few hundred metres with their peers?

3. If you park near the school please do not park, or even stop, on the yellow zig zags - doing
so is incredibly dangerous to our children and those at South Hill Primary - yet it is
happening every morning and every afternoon.

4. If you do park near the school please ensure you are not obstructing someone's driveway.

5. If you do park near the school please ensure you are not obstructing a junction, or
blocking the pavement.

6. Please do not park with your engine idling. This kind of pollution is one of the most
damaging to young children's lungs, especially those who have asthma.

mailto:e.smith@hemelschool.com


7. Please consider using public transport - the link below takes you to a map which shows
you all the ways that you can get to our school.

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Hemel-School-signage-1-1-1.pdf

Thank you.

Free Parents/Carers Course

On Friday 15th October at 10am - 12, Herts Mind Network will be delivering their first Spot the Signs
– Youth Suicide Prevention Training for Parents, Carers and Family Members. The aim of this
training is to help parents, carers and family members to recognise when their young people are
experiencing suicidal thoughts and provide next steps support, along with practical advice,
information and signposting.

If you are a parent, carer or family member over 18 and living or working in Hertfordshire, please
visit the following links for more information and to sign-up for your FREE space:

https://www.hertsmindnetworkcyp.org/training-workshops/spot-the-signs-emotional-wellbeing/spot-t
he-signs-youth-suicide-prevention-parents-carers-family-members/

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spot-the-signs-youth-suicide-prevention-course-for-parents-families-ti
ckets-173551135117

*Please note that this training session is not able to provide support those who have a child that
continues to attempt suicide, or who have previously been bereaved by suicide.

If your child has recently made a suicide attempt but a mental health specialist hasn’t assessed
them, they need to be urgently assessed. You can ask for an urgent on-the-day appointment with
your GP, or call your local NHS helpline or 111 for urgent advice.

If you’ve lost a child to suicide, please visit SOBS (Survivors of Bereavement By Suicide) for further
support: www.uksobs.org

If you are worried that your child is at risk of making a suicide attempt or seriously hurting
themselves, or it doesn’t feel like they’re safe, don’t wait to attend this training. Call 999 for an
ambulance or take them to Accident & Emergency (A&E).

For further information about the training, please contact Jess Whittaker –
jessica.whittaker@hertsmindnetwork.org

Jessica Whittaker
Spot the Signs Emotional Wellbeing Awareness
Children and Young People’s (CYP) Coordinator
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Maths Quiz

This week was International Maths Week and our faculty thought we would use this opportunity to
get parents and students combining their maths skills to complete one or two math puzzles.

Please see below two challenges that we presented during Open Day on Saturday. Why should
prospective 2022-23 parents and students have all the fun?!

Please complete these puzzles and hand them in to Ms Afulukwe in S9 by Friday 15th October to
be entered into a draw and potentially win a prize! For the shapes challenge, please note that a
follow-up demonstration may be required and for the numerical crossword, working out/written
methods must be seen.

Enjoy!
The Maths Faculty



Gardening Club

We are pleased to advise of the re-starting of the HHS gardening club.

This is open to all years groups and will be on a Tuesday lunchtime from 1.45-2.25.

Please meet in Te9, next to the school allotment. This will be a student led club, initial contact will
be Charlie Dewars Y10. First meeting Tuesday 28th September.

We are also looking for donations of gardening equipment in good clean condition; seeds and
winter vegetable seedling or plants that you might have spare. It would be really helpful with any
plant donations, to send in a note to identify the variety of vegetable.

Hemel Hempstead School are also taking part in Morrisons' It's Good to Grow scheme; collecting
tokens to purchase gardening equipment. You can collect tokens up until 25th October.

1. Morrisons customers download the MyMorrisons app.

2. They sign in or register to MyMorrisons and select the school they wish to collect for. (HHS)

3. They scan the app at checkout or use online when shopping.

4. For every £10 spent they will receive a Grow Token to donate to their chosen school.

5.  Your school can exchange your Grow Tokens for free gardening equipment after the collection
period.

Thankyou for supporting our gardening club!

Mrs K Russell
Head of Food

We are starting an enrichment club in D&T to give
students further experience of CAD CAM. This will
involve researching aerodynamics, materials and

structures before designing and making their own
vehicle to race on a Scalextric track.

To support this project, we’d be grateful for any
donations of unwanted 1:32 Scalextric track and

cars.

Mrs K Oates
Design & Technology



ADT Club



UPDATE

Dear Parents/Carers.

In order for the whole school to receive the Flu Vaccinations, there are 2 sessions being held at
the school.

● Session 1 - Tuesday 12th October 2021 - Year 7, 9 and some Year 8
● Session 2 - on Friday 19th November 2021 - Year 8, 10 and 11

Please note that all students who wanted the vaccine will have it on one of those days.

Message from Vaccination UK

Some parents have completed both nasal and injection forms when only 1 was required. Please
note, in the first instance the nasal vaccine will be given.

Any parents/carers who have completed just one vaccine letter then that is the vaccination type
they will receive.

Thank you

Vaccination UK





Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For………

Showing great Responsibility, care and compassion whilst looking after her
peers:

Rachel Belsey 9C

Initiating the HHS Economics Society: Joseph Clark 13P, Rohan Gajjar 13L,
Rishi Hindocha 13C, Josh Ewer 13N, Uzair Khan 13F, Derin Su 13P,

Umar Inayat 13L



Gold Letters

Letter 30 Routes into STEM courses by EDT
Letter 31 Year 12/13 Trip to CERN

Letter 32 Year 13 Holocaust Library and Imperial Ware Museum
Letter 33 Year 11 Positively You study skills for Year 11 students and Parents/Carers

Fixtures

Saturday 9th October - Football v Parmiters (A)
Monday 11th October - Senior Rugby 10’s Tournament 2.00pm - 4.00pm
Monday 11th October - Year 8B Football v Laureate Academy (H) 4.00pm

Monday 11th October - Year 10 Basketball v Laureate Academy (A) 3.30pm - 5.30pm
Tuesday 12th October - Year 10 Rugby Tournament 4.00pm - 6.00pm

Wednesday 13th October - U15 Rugby v Vandyke (H) 2.30pm - 3.30pm
Wednesday 13th October - U13 Girls Football Tournament @ Ashlyns 4.30pm - 5.30pm

Thursday 14th October - 1st XV Rugby v St Columbus

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Letter-30-Years-9-and-10-Routes-into-STEM-courses-Comb.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Letter-31-Year-12-13-Trip-to-CERN.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Letter-32-Year-13-Holocaust-Library-and-Imperial-War-Museum.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Letter-33-Positively-You-study-skills-for-Year-11-students-and-parents-and-carers.pdf


Monday 11th October - Year 13 Apprenticeship Sessions, 8.50am - 12.40pm
Monday 11th October - School Council Meeting, 3.30pm - 4.30pm

Tuesday 12th October - Flu Vaccinations, all year groups
Wednesday 13th October - Year 11 Study Skills Session run by ‘Positively You’, 8.50am - 1.30pm,

Wednesday 13th October - Headteacher Coffee Morning, 9am - 10am, Library
Thursday 14th October - Musical Rehearsals, PA 3-4, 7pm - 9pm

Friday 15th October - Staff v Year 13 Charity Football Match, 4pm - 6pm  - Spectators Welcome,
Non-Uniform Day

Monday 18th October - Year 11 Component 1 GCSE Dance Exam 12.30pm - 5.30pm
Monday 18th - Friday 22nd October - House Netball and Football @ Lunchtimes

Thursday 21st October - COVID Vaccinations
Thursday 21st October - House Drama, 7.30pm - 9pm, Hall
Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October - HALF TERM

Tuesday 2nd November - Year 10 National Gallery London Visit
Thursday 4th November - Year 11 Parents Focus Evening

Friday 5th November - Sixth Form Preview Evening (online, 5pm - 9pm)
Friday 19th November - Flu Vaccinations (all years)

Thursday 25th November - Friday 10th December - Year 11 & 13 Trial Exams
Friday 26th November - Occasional Day (school closed to all)

Monday 29th November - Day off in lieu of open day (school closed to all)
Friday 10th December - School Christmas Concert, 7.00pm - 9.30pm, Hall

Monday 13th December - INSET DAY
Thursday 16th December - Senior Prizegiving, 7.30pm, Hall

Attachments

1. What Parents Need to Know About Tinder
2. It’s good to grow - Morrisons
3. Hemel Storm Basketball
4. Arriva Buses, Student Saver Information



Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Wednesday 1st September - Tuesday 21st December 2021

HALF TERM - Monday 25th - Friday 29th October 2021

Occasional Day - Friday 26th November

Day off in lieu of Open Day  - Monday 29th November

INSET DAY - Monday 13th December

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Friday 1st April 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June


















