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Safeguarding
The Hemel Hempstead School 
 is committed to safeguarding 
 and promoting the welfare of 

 young people. 

The Hemel Hempstead School 

is a proud community at the 

heart of this town where all 

children are valued, welcomed 

and supported.  We offer an 

educational experience which is 

challenging and fun, aspirational 

and supportive, exciting and 

rewarding; allowing your child to 

Esse quam Videri.
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‘The school’s values are at the heart of the atmosphere at Hemel 

Hempstead School.  You and your team prepare pupils to be 
courteous, considerate and capable young people,  

ready for the adult world’.
OfSTED 2016

Introduction by 

    Headteacher 
I am absolutely delighted to introduce this prospectus,  as the Headteacher of The Hemel Hempstead School, a successful 
and popular school which has served this community for ninety years.

This school has in that time continually nurtured young people who achieve enormous success and go on to the very best 
universities, apprenticeships, careers, and adventures.  This journey is possible because, working in partnership: as carers, 
parents, children and teachers, we strive for nothing short of excellence for all our students.

We help them to forge a future in which they are the leaders of society, young people who can ‘be, not just seem to be’ 
because they are formed on a foundation of our Values of Respect, Relationships, Responsibility, Reflection and Resilience.  
This is what our motto Esse Quam Videri means to us and what we, as a school community, live by every day.

At The Hemel Hempstead School through inspiring teaching, our innovative ASPIRE Learning Traits and unyielding standards 
we help young people to realise the very best versions of themselves, fully prepared to be the leaders and champions of 
tomorrow.

It is an incredibly exciting time for this school, as our brand-new sports, science and music facilities are now open, and as we 
continue to expand our numbers, taking a seventh form in each new year and increasing places in the Sixth Form.

I know, as a parent, that nothing is more important to you than to know that your child is going to thrive in a rigorous and 
challenging, yet fun and caring environment where only the very best is ever good enough for them.  That is why my team of 
teachers and support staff, dedicate themselves, every day, to that very same goal.  

Mr Neil Hassell BEng (Hons) NPQH FCCT VR

Headteacher

The Hemel
Hempstead School
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‘Your ‘Aspire’ programme is increasing pupils’ own aspirations about 

what they can and should be achieving’.
OfSTED 2016

Together we are

     Reflective

Teaching and learning is clearly at the centre of what we do.  Our inspiring 
and caring staff are experts in their subjects and hugely experienced in 
ensuring your child is successful.  

Our innovative ASPIRE learning traits are developed alongside a knowledge 
rich curriculum, which supports academic excellence.

Our students achieve excellent results because we focus teaching on 
mastering knowledge and skills, whilst ‘lighting fires’ about the subjects we  
are so passionate about.



Our Curriculum and

  Our Teaching 
Our School is in a stimulating environment with an interesting progressive and relevant curriculum.  The Hemel Hempstead 
School is proud to be a learning community, where teachers and students alike share the pursuit of excellence.  At Key 
Stage 3 students study English, Mathematics, Science, R.E, Games, Technology, Modern Languages, Computing, History, 
Geography, Art, Dance, Drama and Music.

Students at Key Stage 4 all study English, Mathematics, Science, Games, Personal And Citizenship Education (PACE) and 
four further options of their choosing. 

There is also a large choice at post-16, where a wide selection of programmes of A Level are enhanced by selected 
vocational courses.  Students can choose the subjects and courses that are tailor-made for them, supported by effective 
guidance programmes.

Teaching staff plan every lesson to be well paced and focused on the learning objectives, varying their approach to take 
account of different learning needs.  They set clear and consistent guidelines and have high expectations of what their 
students can achieve.  The school values of Responsibility, Respect, Relationships, Reflection and Resilience (the 5 Rs) 
are the basis for the culture in the classroom, and teachers have a genuine concern for their students happiness and well-
being whilst in school.

Students are encouraged to be creative in their thinking and to take responsibility for becoming increasingly independent 
as learners as they progress through the school.  By the time students reach the Sixth Form they are able to support 
younger students in their learning, providing an important additional dimension to the learning environment. 

Through PACE students learn to be safe, resilient and active citizens. The school’s aim is to help all students to develop 
into confident, articulate and responsible adults, who are enthusiastic about learning so that they can realise the very best 
version of themselves to be leaders and champions of tomorrow.

Together we have

     Respect



Together we build

    Relationships

“The curriculum is everything: the whole 
experience; what it is to be a part of the community 
at The Hemel Hempstead School. It is The Hemel 

Hempstead Experience: The HHEx.”

The Hemel Hempstead School has a long standing 
reputation for the quality and quantity of our ‘extra-
curricular’ programme. In 2019 we made the strategic 
decision to remove the term ‘extra-curricular’ as we believe 
that these opportunities aren’t the ‘extras’ for some, but an 
entitlement for all. We are proud to offer all of our students 
a rich set of opportunities and experiences both inside and 
outside of the classroom. Students participate in a huge 

range of clubs and activities at lunch time, after school and sometimes at the weekend. Our House System is a vital part of 
our school culture and students participate in competitions and events. We have an outstanding careers programme that 
prepares students for the very best universities, apprenticeships and careers. 

Students have the opportunity to develop their leadership skills by taking on a range of student leader roles available at all 
Key Stages. Student leaders work closely with staff to support school development and demonstrate the impact of student 
voice. We also offer a wide range of trips and visits in the UK, Europe and beyond. Our students also have the opportunity 
to support the school and local community and to contribute positively to charity.

Students record their participation in The HHEx and data is used to celebrate their achievement and modify provision to 
ensure all students consistently benefit. Participation in The HHEx allows students to develop our school character values; 
The 5Rs. The HHEx allows all of our students to be, not seem to be. Esse Quam Videri.

Year 10 students train to become peer mentors and advocates for their younger peers-specialising in good mental health.

For more information on The HHEx please visit our website www.thehhex.com.

The HHEx 
  takes us beyond the classroom



Together we develop

    Resilience



“This school hasn’t only given me the correct tools to conquer  
the working world but it has helped me become the  

best version of myself.”

Hannah Adu, Head Student 2021/22

The

   Sixth Form

Together we take

   Responsibility

The Hemel Hempstead School Sixth Form has an impressive record of 
achievement, with most of our students going on to Higher Education, 
including a large number of applicants to Oxbridge and Russell Group 
universities.  In the last Ofsted visit the Sixth Form received a special 
mention about how the students present themselves as role models for 
younger students.

The school’s two year level three programme, is highly successful and 
matching students’ academic and vocational needs to relevant courses 
is central to our work. The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) further 
broadens our curriculum opportunities. Members of the Sixth Form have a 
purpose built Study Room, sixth form cafe, computer and Wi-Fi facilities and 
a computer suite available in the Library for their exclusive use.

A full and varied Sixth Form leads to a 
successful and well-rounded young adult 
who is then able to move purposefully on 
to the next stage, whilst recognising that 
education is for life, not solely for results.  
As students move through the Sixth Form 
and witness the challenges of entry into 
Higher Education, employment, training 
or gap years, they are assured of expert 
guidance from experienced subject staff 
and tutors.

Opportunities available are continually 
reviewed.  As well as academic study, 
a wide range of extra-curricular and 
enrichment opportunities are available 
and we encourage our students to 
be actively involved in school and 
community life.  There is a Student 
Senior Leadership Team led by our 
Head Students and an exceptional 
House System led by Sixth Form House 
Captains.  All Sixth Form students are 
encouraged to accept responsibility for 
areas of school life and to help in the 
pastoral care of younger students.



‘Pupils are positive about the support they 
receive to make decisions about their future.  

Year 7 pupils benefit from a number of 
transition and support events when  

they join the school’. 
OfSTED 2016

School

Admissions
The Hemel Hempstead School is a Foundation school 

maintained by Hertfordshire Local Authority which 

manages the transfer of all admissions to the school in 

accordance with the published admissions criteria.  The 

school will admit 217 students into its intake year (Year 7) 

each academic year.

Admissions to the Sixth Form are the responsibility of the 

Headteacher and Governors.  Applications should be  

made to the Head of Sixth Form in the first instance.

Arrangements for the admission of students with disabilities 

are also maintained by Hertfordshire Local Authority in 

accordance with the published admissions criteria.

The Hemel
Hempstead School

Equality and 

  Diversity
The Hemel Hempstead school is proud of the diversity 
of our community.  Everyone is welcome here and 
we explicitly teach our students how to celebrate, 
understand and respect each other’s identity. 



Together we build

   Success

‘You have maintained a steadfast focus on providing  
high-quality teaching’.

.OfSTED 2016

Providing

  For the whole child
The school recognises that many students will have special needs at some time during their school life.  In implementing 
the SEND policy the school helps students overcome their difficulties.  All children with special educational needs, whether 
physical, intellectual, social or emotional, should, wherever possible, be integrated in mainstream school.  It is intended 
that such inclusive provision should enable them to fulfil their potential to a maximum.

The SEND policy is implemented by early identification via screening tests and use of secondary transfer data, full 
integration into mainstream classes wherever possible, partnership with parents and effective links with external agencies.

Economic disadvantage should never be a barrier to learning.  Through both targeted ring-fenced spending and a culture 
of breaking down barriers we ensure that all children do as well as their peers.  The school has set itself the incredibly 
challenging, but really important goal of closing the attainment gap.

Our Pastoral system ensures that the students achieve the full benefit from 
the education we offer and is an integral part of school life. Students are 
divided into houses in which they remain for seven years. Each child has a 
dedicated form tutor who will likely be with them for their entire journey through 
the school, acting as the key link for you as parents/carers and becoming an 
important, trusted adult for your child.

Wellbeing is central to all our lives and we support all our students in 
becoming resilient, happy young people. Our provision is varied and needs 
specific but includes counsellors, peer mentors, trusted adult programmes, 
mental health first aiders and self help guides.
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