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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

In our assemblies so far this term, we have been exploring one of our core values, respect. In the
first assembly, we considered the uniquely human nature of language and how fundamental it is to
our relationships with each other. I explained that it had been a privilege to watch and listen to so
many students interacting with each other respectfully and responsibly after such a long period
apart, when they returned to school from home in March. There was so much joy and laughter
evident in that shared experience and so it was again on our return to school this month. I reminded
students that we sometimes need to talk about more serious issues and that there are plenty of
people here to listen to them, when they find that this is something that they do not wish to burden
their friends with. They may choose to speak to their form tutor, a teacher with whom they get on
well or, indeed, any adult whom they trust in school. The adults here are only too pleased to be
chosen by a student in this way and will make time for them and take their concerns seriously. In
emergencies, we also have two mental health first aiders available via Student Services and we will
have more staff trained in this role by the end of the term. Should students want more regular
engagement with an adult, we also have mentors and counsellors available. If you feel that your
child would benefit from any of these services, please let me know.
In this week’s assembly, I alerted students to peer-on-peer abuse and, in particular, the worrying
national rise in instances of sexual violence and sexual harassment carried out by children against
other children. The recent Ofsted review demonstrates, sadly, that no school in the country is
unaffected by this phenomenon. We have always taken this issue very seriously at The Hemel
Hempstead School but we are very keen to raise awareness of it so that young people know what it
consists of, know when it has happened to them and know what to do about it. In a school setting
we would be most concerned about the following: non-consensual touching of a sexual nature; the
making and sending of nude or semi-nude images; jokes and lewd comments of a sexual nature.
The first is a criminal offence and we are directed to refer reports of this to the police. The second is
also a criminal offence and, again, depending on the circumstances, would require police
involvement. The third would be dealt with in school as it is not a criminal offence. However, we
take a ‘zero tolerance’ approach to such behaviour. Should students feel that they have been the
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victim of sexual violence and or harassment, they can report this in a number of ways. Firstly, they
should report it to one of the adults listed above. Secondly, they may not want to speak to an adult
about it but may feel more comfortable passing it onto an adult via a responsible friend. Thirdly, they
may not feel comfortable talking about it at all but can email us at here2help@hemelschool.com.
Our priority will be offering support to the victim and explaining to them clearly what their options are
in terms of next steps. Should you have any questions about this area, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
Lastly, here is a reminder about the upcoming Open Day.
This will take place on the morning of Saturday 2nd October. The site will be open to visitors from
9am – 1pm, but staff and student helpers will be on site from 8.30am until 1.30pm. Tours for
parents/carers will be conducted by students in Years Seven, Eight and Nine who will register in the
morning as on a normal day. Students in other year groups are expected to help in subject areas
across the school.  Therefore, all students are expected to make themselves available on the day.

Students in Years Eight to Thirteen will finish at 1.30pm on Friday 1st October to allow staff to
prepare the site and to allow Year 7 to prepare for their guiding duties. In addition, the school will be
closed on Monday 29th November in lieu of being open on the Saturday. These changes are
already shown in the school calendar on the website.

Tim Jordan
Deputy Headteacher

Guide to supporting your child with Google Classrooms so you can support your children in their
school work and homework.  The guide can be found at this link:

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Google-Classroom-Guide-for-Parents_C
arers.pdf

Careers Information

Medic Mentors

Medic Mentor is a non-profit social enterprise made up of a UK-wide network of doctors, medical
students, secondary students, parents and teachers. They reinvest into a variety of effective
educational, pastoral and extra-curricular activities that support the doctors of tomorrow. 
Applications are now open for Academic Year 2021-2022 for students to participate in the UK’s
largest national virtual work experience programmes. These are ideal for any aspiring Year 10/S3
-12/S4 student considering a career in Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Medicine.

You can apply online using a free application form for each programme:
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Each work experience day will take place online via a safe portal and live stream. These usually
take place on a Saturday or Sunday each month. Students who complete the programme will be
awarded with a certificate acknowledging the completion of their WEX, which they will be able to
use to support their UCAS applications.

Medic Mentors Virtual WEX

Young Professionals Virtual Careers Information Evening for students aged 14 – 18 years
and their parents/carers

Young Professionals are running their first career evening for parents, carers and students on
Thursday 30th September from 6 – 7.30 pm. This event is free of charge and there will be the
opportunity to ask questions directly to leading employers and obtain lots of useful information.

There will be leaders from some of the biggest employers in their industry IBM, HSBC, PwC, bp,
University of Bath, Clifford Chance & Capgemini coming to talk to you about how your child or
young person under your care can navigate the job market to find some incredible work experience
/ internship placements as well as graduate and apprenticeship opportunities. They will be sharing
some useful tips around psychometric testing, how to prepare for assessment centres, CV’s, and
applications as well as lots of information around preparing your child / young person for the
workplace / university. 

The booking link can be found below here. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YP-Insight-Evening

Virtual Work Experience with Clifford Chance

Tuesday 26th October 9 am – 4 pm for students in Years 11,12 and 13

If you’re thinking of Law as a possible career, there is a virtual law work experience day that you
may be interested in. Clifford Chance is one of the world’s biggest law firms and they’ve teamed up
with Young Professionals to give students nationwide the chance to get an insight into the legal
industry within a magic circle firm.

Hear from some of the most experienced lawyers and solicitors as they take you through workshops
specifically designed for this event, as well as having the chance to ask your questions. There will
be an insight into law, the different departments and areas of work, workshops and interactive
sessions and breakout rooms with solicitors talking about different areas of law.

Application Link:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Clifford-Chance

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator
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Music Groups Timetable

The HHEx

This week has seen the return of many of the things that we've all really missed over the last 18
months. We've seen the start of clubs and activities at lunch time and after school, a huge number
of students auditioning for the musical and the return of competitive sports fixtures.

I have attached the list of clubs and activities that are available to students in the newsletter
attachments, please have a look and encourage them to get involved in as much as possible. There
is a wide range of clubs and activities for all students every day at lunch time and after school.
Participation in The Hemel Hempstead Experiences helps students to develop our school character
values; The 5Rs and to achieve our school motto, Esse Quam Videri; To be, not just seem to be.

James Heward
Assistant Headteacher



COVID Vaccination Online Consent Form - Run by NHS Trust

We are experiencing very high numbers of parents wishing to use our consent portal at the
moment. This has caused it to be much slower than usual. Please bear with us whilst our technical
team works hard to fix this. We do apologise for the inconvenience and thank you for your patience
with us.

Immunisation Team
Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust.
Tel: 01727 732062

Flu Vaccination - Run by Vaccination UK, Paper Consent

All students from years 7 to 11 are being offered the flu vaccination this year.

Please complete ONE consent form of which vaccination you would like administered to your child
(Nasal Flu Immunisation OR Flu Injection Immunisation.)

Paper copies will be sent home with each child and MUST be returned to their form tutor even if you
wish to refuse the vaccine.  Please note: Online forms/emails/ verbal consents will not be
accepted.

All forms must be returned to your child’s form tutor by Wednesday 29th September 2021.

We will inform you of when the vaccines will be rolled out nearer the time and if there are any
queries or questions please contact the Vaccination UK team at hertfordshire@v-uk.co.uk

In addition, information about this vaccine can be obtained using the following link:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/child-flu-vaccine/

Thank you for your cooperation and continued support.

Kind regards
Ms N Akther (Matron)
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Gardening Club

We are pleased to advise of the re-starting of the HHS gardening club.

This is open to all years groups and will be on a Tuesday lunchtime from 1.45-2.25.

Please meet in Te9, next to the school allotment. This will be a student led club, initial contact will
be Charlie Dewars Y10. First meeting Tuesday 28th September.

We are also looking for donations of gardening equipment in good clean condition; seeds and
winter vegetable seedling or plants that you might have spare. It would be really helpful with any
plant donations, to send in a note to identify the variety of vegetable.

Hemel Hempstead School are also taking part in Morrisons' It's Good to Grow scheme; collecting
tokens to purchase gardening equipment. You can collect tokens up until 25th October.

1. Morrisons customers download the MyMorrisons app.

2. They sign in or register to MyMorrisons and select the school they wish to collect for. (HHS)

3. They scan the app at checkout or use online when shopping.

4. For every £10 spent they will receive a Grow Token to donate to their chosen school.

5.  Your school can exchange your Grow Tokens for free gardening equipment after the collection
period.

Thankyou for supporting our gardening club!

Mrs K Russell
Head of Food

ADT Club

ADT club - Tuesday 28th
September and Tuesday 5th

October - Te4

Come along and learn how to
make your own moving robotic
hand out of simple materials!



Homework club is open everyday 3.30pm - 4.30pm in the Library.  Our Teaching Assistants are
there to support students. Students are welcome to just come along, no need to book.

Bike to School Week - 2021

Bike to school week this year takes place from 27th September - 1st October 2021 and for the first
time we would like to try and track how many families take part.  Bike to work week is a UK-wide
event run every year in partnership with https://bikeability.org.uk/ .  Together we celebrate cycling
and scooting to
schoolhttps://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/get-active/2019/everyday-walking-and-cycling/9-reason
s-to-cycle-scoot-or-walk-the-school-run/

We ask that if possible you let us know if your family will be taking part by pledging your journey’s
via https://www.sustrans.org.uk/campaigns/bike-to-school-week-pledge/#pledgeform

By pledging your journey’s, you’ll be in with a chance of winning a child’s Frog bike worth up to
£400 https://www.sustrans.org.uk/campaigns/bike-to-school-week-pledge/#terms

How to take part in Bike To School Week -
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/campaigns/bike-to-school-week-pledge/

Cathy Scarrott
Sustainable Travel Officer
Hertfordshire County Council
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Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For………

Showing outstanding Responsibility: Joshua Ewer 13N and Sammi Amamou
13C



Gold Letters

Letter 16 A Level Dance T-shirts
Letter 17 GCSE Dance T-shirts

Letter 18 AQA Activate Genes Part 1
Letter 19 Nero Exhibition at the British Museum

Letter 20 GCSE Revision Workbooks
Letter 21 A Level Revision Workbooks

Letter 22 Year 12 NCS Assembly
Letter 23 Basketball Coaching

Monday 27th September - Year 12 & 13 trip to Tate Modern and Tate Britain
Wednesday 29th September - Economics City of London Tour

Thursday 30th September - Year 8 Football Coaching (selected students)
Friday 1st October - Early Finish 1.30 in preparation for open day, Years 8-13 only

Saturday 2nd October - Open Day (all students to attend)
Thursday 7th October - Year 7 Kidscape Anti-Bullying Session

Monday 18th October - Year 11 Component 1 GCSE Dance Exam 12.30pm - 5.30pm
Thursday 21st October - COVID Vaccinations

Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October - HALF TERM
Friday 26th November - Occasional Day (school closed to all)

Monday 29th November - Day off in lieu of open day

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-16-A-Level-Dance-T-shirt.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-17-GCSE-Dance-T-Shirts.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-18-AQA-Activate-Genes-Part-1-Year-7.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-19-Nero-Exhibition-at-the-British-Museum.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-20-GCSE-Revision-Workbooks.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-21-A-Level-Revision-Workbooks.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-22-NCS-Assembly-Combined.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-23-Basketball-Coaching.pdf


Attachments

1. HHEx Timetable
2. What Parents Need To Know About Social Media Scams
3. DSPL8 Autumn Term Communication
4. It’s Good to Grow - Morrisons

Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Wednesday 1st September - Tuesday 21st December 2021

HALF TERM - Monday 25th - Friday 29th October 2021

Occasional Day - Friday 26th November

Day off in lieu of Open Day  - Monday 29th November

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Friday 1st April 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June


























