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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

This week saw the launch of our Advocates Programme.  I am incredibly excited by this as for me it
marks an exciting and brave venture into the very best of what student leadership can do.

The basis of the Advocate Programme is this:

● Around 30 Year 10 students have volunteered to become peer mentors.

● They have been trained in safeguarding, LGBTQ+ inclusion and in anti-bullying.

● They will, later in the month, be trained as mental health first aiders.

● Once all their training is complete they will graduate as Advocates, people who will:

○ Give up their time, energy and knowledge to help other students.
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○ Be there to listen to, support and guide other students who have worries or concerns.

○ Signpost students to good sources of reliable information and help.

○ Be there for each other.

● At the end of the year, these advocates will train a new group, from the current Year 9, and
the programme will continue.

I am incredibly proud of the students who have volunteered.  The reasons they gave in their
applications were mature and considered.  The greatest feedback however, is always from visitors
to our school, and this is what their LGBTQ+ tutor Briony from HCC had to say after working with
them on Monday:

“I just wanted to send a note to say how engaged, mature and insightful I found the group of Y10’s who
took part in the LGBT+ ally workshop yesterday.

I was really impressed by the authentic and passionate discussions that took place and by the many
thought provoking and meaningful questions being asked throughout the session. There were di�erent
and sometimes opposing viewpoints put forward, but I felt there was a maturity in how they gave each
other the opportunity to express themselves whilst still respectfully challenging each other.

They were definitely the most mature group of students I’ve had the pleasure of working with so far as
part of the LGBT+ Schools Project.”

I would say that was a brilliant start to a great programme.  Truely, Esse Quam Videri.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Open Day - Saturday 2nd October

We will be soon holding our Open Day for Year 6 students and parents. This will take place on the
morning of Saturday 2nd October. The site will be open to visitors from 9am – 1pm, but staff and
student helpers will be on site from 8.30am until 1.30pm. Tours for parents will be conducted by
students in Years Seven, Eight and Nine who will register in the morning as on a normal day.
Students in other year groups are expected to help in subject areas across the school. Therefore,
all students are expected to make themselves available on the day.

Students in Years Eight - Thirteen will finish at 12.30pm on Friday 1st October to allow staff to
prepare the site and to allow Year 7 to prepare for their guiding duties. In addition, the school will be
closed on Monday 29th November in lieu of being open on the Saturday. These changes are
already shown in the school calendar on the website.

Tim Jordan
Deputy Headteacher



Why was maths class so long? The teacher kept going off on a tangent!

Welcome back! I would like to take this opportunity to give some updates on various considerations
within the Mathematics Faculty

We have spent the week reminding students of what equipment is needed for Maths lessons. There
is a sticker in your child's exercise book to reflect this. The two main items I would like to remind
you about are a green writing pen and a scientific calculator. The green pen will be used for
marking, making corrections and feedback in books and a simple calculator with only the basic
functions will not be enough to successfully complete various calculations so please do ensure it is
a scientific calculator.

Most equipment can be purchased from Student Services.

Additionally we have Revision workbooks on sale for GCSE and A Level Maths. There is a limited
amount and will be sold on a first come first serve basis.

And finally, please keep an eye out for upcoming HHEx opportunities in Maths. There will be more
trips this year as well as two different clubs running every week. We have a 'problem of the week'
for students to enter and complete also.

Enuma Afulukwe
Head of Mathematics

Careers Information

The Royal Veterinary College has a number of courses and events taking place over the
next few weeks. Please see links below if interested in applying.

Biology Champions (Year 10-13): free 6-week virtual course on Tuesday evenings between 5:30pm
- 6:30pm, starting on 5th October 2021 during Biology Week. Aiming to support students’ passion
and understanding of biology, and includes guests from the Zoological Society of London,
Biochemical Society and more. Full details and sign-up form here

Animal Aspirations Day (Year 7-10): in-person day at RVC Camden Campus for young people from
ethnic minority backgrounds interested in animals, on Saturday 6th November. They’ll get the
chance to learn about careers working with animals, meet role models and some live animals too!
Details and simple application form here (deadline 11th Oct).
Animal Academy (Year 8-13): our ongoing club for young people from underrepresented
backgrounds who love animals, with access to support, learning from experts, monthly virtual
events and our first in-person events coming up too! Find out more and apply here

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator

https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/visit-us/biology-champions
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/widening-participation/opportunities/animal-aspirations-day
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/widening-participation/opportunities/animal-academy


The HHEx

This week has seen the return of many of the things that we've all really missed over the last 18
months. We've seen the start of clubs and activities at lunch time and after school, a huge number
of students auditioning for the musical and the return of competitive sports fixtures. We have also
been able to start taking students on trips and visits again - this week some of our Year 8 students
were rewarded for their excellent attitude to learning with a trip to the Tottenham Hotspur FC
training ground where they took part in some coaching sessions. I'd also like to wish good luck to
our Year Seven (A and B), Eight, Nine and Ten football teams who have a Saturday morning fixture
tomorrow against Aldenham.

I have attached the list of clubs and activities that are available to students via the link below -
please have a look and encourage them to get involved in as much as possible. There is a wide
range of clubs and activities for all students every day at lunch time and after school. Participation
in The Hemel Hempstead Experiences helps students to develop our school character values; The
5Rs and to achieve our school motto, Esse Quam Videri; To be, not just seem to be.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uPA5GzHgQgiZ70iBeZWm9-6NF6cXnZUG-gemdsVqk4

w/edit

James Heward
Assistant Headteacher

School Uniform

We are thrilled to see the students back in school and are delighted to see how smart they look in
their shiny new uniforms. Thank you so much to all the families who continue to ensure that the
students are dressed in a manner of which they can be rightly proud.

We have, however, noticed that some students are wearing some parts of their uniform rather
untidily and would be most grateful for your support in checking that the school crest shows
beneath the knot of the tie and that shirts are fully tucked into the student’s trousers or skirt.

We have also noticed that some students are wearing skirts that are particularly short, are rolled up
at the waist or are made from stretchy fabric. These skirts are not acceptable and we would ask that
you ensure that skirts comply with the school uniform as laid out in the uniform policy.

Please also check that hairstyles and jewellery comply with the school rules and that all aspects of
the uniform are worn correctly. Full details of the uniform requirements can be found on the school
website here.

A wide range of preloved uniform is available from matron. Kindly contact Mrs Akhtar via parentmail
to arrange a fitting. Financial support for uniform is, of course, available for those families who are
eligible.
We will be asking form tutors to check all school uniforms over the coming two weeks and would
ask for your support in ensuring that all our students are dressed appropriately.

Miss D Benjamin
Director of Learning
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Staying Safe

Whilst not to alarm anyone, can we remind all parents and carers of the need to talk to their children
about the dangers of strangers.

The best advice for children of secondary school age is:

● Walk to and from school with a friend, or group of friends
● Never go with anyone you do not know
● Don’t take an unusual route where you might get lost
● Let your parents/carers know if you are going to be late
● Tell your parents/carers know and the school if you see anything suspicious
● If anyone does make you feel uncomfortable, shout no, loudly and go away from them
● If someone tries to rob you, hand over your phone or wallet.  Items can be replaced
● Tell the police by calling 101 or talk to the school when you arrive

Many modern phones have alarm systems for when a child is walking to or from school or there are
personal safety apps such as Hollie Guard https://hollieguard.com/#whatishollieguard

Forthcoming COVID Vaccination

You will have received a letter explaining when the COVID vaccination is being offered at HHS for
our students aged 12-15.  Consent can only be given using the information on the letter or by
calling 01727 732062, matron can not see if consent has been given.

HPV vaccinations for Year Eight will now NOT be given on the same day.  The Year Eight HPV
vaccination programme will be rescheduled following the completion of the COVID programme.

Gillick Competency

Please be assured the nurses will only see students whose parents have returned a Yes consent for
the COVID vaccine.  It is important for parents to respond if they do NOT want their child to have
the vaccine.  If a NO consent form has been received and the child actively presents themselves at
the session requesting to receive the vaccine, even if Gillick competent, the nurses would always
attempt to ring the parents to discuss their wishes and include them in the decision.
Thank you for your continued support.

Immunisation Administrative Team

https://hollieguard.com/#whatishollieguard


How can my child get a locker??





Monday 20th September - Year 7 Form Photos and mop up session
Wednesday 22nd September - Year 7 CATS Tests

Wednesday 22nd September - Year 12 & 13 trip to The Photographers Gallery, London
Thursday 23rd September - Parents Camps International Parents Meeting, 6pm

Monday 27th September - Year 12 & 13 trip to Tate Modern and Tate Britain
Wednesday 29th September - Economics City of London Tour

Thursday 30th September - Year 8 Football Coaching (selected students)
Friday 1st October - Early Finish 1.30 in preparation for open day, Years 8-13 only

Saturday 2nd October - Open Day (all students to attend)
Tuesday 5th October - Year 11 British Museum Trip

Thursday 7th October - Year 7 Kidscape Anti-Bullying Session
Monday 18th October - Year 11 Component 1 GCSE Dance Exam 12.30pm - 5.30pm

Thursday 21st October - COVID Vaccinations
Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October - HALF TERM

Friday 26th November - Occasional Day (school closed to all)
Monday 29th November - Day off in lieu of open day



Fixtures

Saturday 18th September - Years 7, 8, 9 & 10 Football v Aldenham (A) (details sent to students on
Google)

Monday 20th September - U16 boys County Cup Football v Barclay (A) 2.00pm - 5.30pm
Monday 27th September - Year 10 Football v Kings Langley (H) 4.15pmKO

Gold Letters

Letter 10 Year 9 RAF Humanitarian Engineering Online Course
Letter 11 Year 11 Careers Interviews

Letter 12 Year 7 Cognitive Ability Testing
Letter 13 Open day for Prospective Parents

Letter 14 Apprenticeship Information Session for Year 13 students
Letter 15 Year 13 Economics Trip to London

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-10-Year-9-RAF-Humanitarium-Engineering-Online-Course.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-11-Year-11-Careers-Interviews.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-12-Year-7-Cognitive-Ability-Testing.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-13-Open-Day-for-Prospective-Parents.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-14-Apprenticeship-Information-Session-for-Year-13-students.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-15-Year-13-Economics-Trip-to-London.pdf


Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Wednesday 1st September - Tuesday 21st December 2021

HALF TERM - Monday 25th - Friday 29th October 2021

Occasional Day - Friday 26th November

Day off in Lieu of Open Day - Monday 29th November

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Friday 1st April 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

Attachments:

1. Autumn Festival 2021 - Blackbirds Moor
2. TT Taster Event
3. DSPL8 - CAMHS Flyer










