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Welcome back!

How wonderful it is to have the school site full of children again.  I think we could all agree that
having a swab stuck up your nose is perhaps not the best first activity of a new term, but I have
been so impressed by the good humour, politeness and enthusiasm of our students even as they
queued up for lateral flow testing.

Students have come back smart and ready to learn; uniform is excellent, and a huge thank you
goes to you as parents and carers for making this happen.  Our new mobile phone rule is never
going to be popular, it is a bit like asking children if they want ice cream or sprouts for pudding, but
students have accepted it with maturity, understanding and in recognition that it is vital to us all
upholding our values, especially our Respect for, and Responsibility to each other.

Going around lessons these first few days there has been a real buzz in the air and lots of fantastic
learning taking place.  Already Year Seven have earned over 500 Reward points between them,
with Year Eleven and Year Ten not far behind.

This is our Ninetieth Year and we plan to celebrate!

Since September 1931 this school has been at the very heart of this community, serving
generations of young people, many of whom are now parents and grandparents of current
students.  We could not let this significant anniversary go by without marking it with some special
events; nine of them in fact.

We are going to be doing 9 big things, to try and raise £9000 (or more) for charity, to celebrate our
90th year, namely:

mailto:parentmail@hemelschool.com
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:absence@hemelschool.com
mailto:6thformabsence@hemelschool.com
mailto: COVID@hemelschool.com
http://www.thehhex.com


1. A school anniversary photo.

2. An alumni event.

3. Charity football, hockey, tennis and netball events.

4. A Battle of the Bands, themed around the decades the school has been open.

5. An auction/quiz night for families to attend.

6. 90th anniversary book, taking the excellent school history written by Colin Hollick and
bringing it up-to-date.

7. An outdoor movie afternoon/evening screening.

8. A themed non-school uniform day.

9. Our Summer Fair and Dog Show 2022.

More information on these events and how you can get involved will follow in due course, but we
are especially keen, at this stage, to hear from alumni who might like to contribute to the book.  If
you were at the school between 2005 and 2018 and have stories or photos then please contact
e.smith@hemelschool.com.

At the end of last year we told you that we were discontinuing the use of Show My Homework and
moving exclusively to Google classrooms as it offers much more to the students, helps them to be
more organised and modern in their ways of working, and encourages our learning trait of
Independence.

At that time we promised you a guide on how to use Google Classrooms, so you can support your
children in their school work and homework.  That guide can be found at this link:

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Google-Classroom-Guide-for-Parents_C
arers.pdf

Normally, this time of year, and given that we now can, I would be running coffee mornings.  An
opportunity to come into school and meet me, ask questions and discuss the school, for all parents
and carers, but especially those of new Year Seven children.

These will take place, but in October, as very shortly my partner and I will be welcoming the fifth
member of our family into the world, and I will be on paternity leave for a couple of weeks.  So
please look out for dates in future newsletters.

I hope that you all have a wonderful summer holiday, it is truly marvelous to have your children
back in school.  I am very excited and really looking forward to our 90th year.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher
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Respecting our neighbours - parking and dropping off.

Please can we remind all parents and carers that our school sits within a residential setting and
that our neighbours are very patient and understanding of the additional complexities which come
with living next to a school community of 1500 people.

The one thing that impacts on their lives, unnecessarily and unfairly, is when people park illegally
or unsafely when dropping off or collecting children.

Please can we urge you to consider the following:

1. 85% of our students walk, cycle or scoot to school.  It is a great way to stay fit and healthy.

2. Even if you do have to drive, can you drop them somewhere safe and uncongested, like the
Moor End car park or the Cowper Road car park, from where they can then walk the last
300m with their peers?

3. If you park near the school please do not park, or even stop, on the yellow zig zags - doing
so is incredibly dangerous to our children and those at South Hill Primary.

4. If you do park near the school please ensure you are not obstructing someone's driveway.

5. If you do park near the school please ensure you are not obstructing a junction, or blocking
the pavement.

6. Please do not park with your engine idling.  This kind of pollution is one of the most
damaging to young children's lungs, especially those who have asthma.

7. Please consider using public transport - the link below takes you to a map which shows you
all the ways that you can get to our school.

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Hemel-School-signage-1-1-1.pdf

Thank you.

Road Safety

As we come out of a long period of many people working from home, it is noticeable how busy the
roads are.  I fear we have all got a little used to quiet streets and forgotten the basics of road
safety.

Please can I ask you to remind your children (and we will too via assemblies) to look and listen
carefully when crossing roads.  Phones can be a massive distraction, as can headphones/pods, so
be extra careful if you are listening to music or catching up on messages.  Using proper crossing
points, like traffic lights and zebra crossings greatly reduces the risk.

Sadly, being killed by a car is still the single biggest cause of death in secondary school age
children.
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https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/evidence/injury-prevention/road-traffic-accidents/

Thank you

Blended Learning
We wish to support students in accessing lessons at home if they have Covid, or another illness or
injury that allows them to continue working, while not adding to teacher workload.

This is designed purely for students who are at home with Covid (and well enough to work) or
others who are absent for 10 days or less, maybe recovering from an operation or injury, for
example. This is not a long-term solution for students who are absent for a prolonged period for
any reason.

As such, we will provide the following:

● Generic work to cover the first day of absence.

● Thereafter, wherever possible, teachers will “live stream” their lessons via Google Meet
and ensure that all relevant materials to enable students to complete work are uploaded
to Google Classroom.

Thank you

Gail May
Assistant Headteacher

Careers Information

There is a second edition of the Parents’ Guide and has a skills specific theme. This guide has
been designed to help parents support their children in making informed decisions about their
future, and develop the correct skills to help them succeed. Parents will benefit from content on
topics including Pathways into work, including T levels, apprenticeships and university; the
importance of employability skills, careers advice and interview and guest contact from
organisations including PwC, the universities of Bath and Staffordshire, Sky and many more.

To access the guides, parents and carers just need to sign up to their parents’ mailing list.
Parents Guide

Virtual Careers With Animals Day is a free, online event taking place on Saturday 9th October
for those interested in working with animals .Hosted on Microsoft Teams, you’ll get the chance to
listen to career talks from key organisations within the animal care and veterinary industry, and
have the opportunity to ask questions. You will be able to gain the information you need to start
your career with animals, all from the comfort of your own home. This event will be particularly
useful if you’re interested in training and career opportunities working with animals in Northern
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England but there will be a range of general talks including voluntary work with animals abroad,
veterinary nursing, animal therapy, careers with cats and more.

Please use the following link to register your interest.

Careers with Animals

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator

Feeling Unwell at School?

If your child feels unwell at school please remind them
that they must visit matron and not take it upon
themselves to call home to be collected. Matron will
evaluate their symptoms and administer treatment,
contacting home if necessary. If your child is deemed
too unwell to remain at school matron will contact you to come and collect them.
Thank you for your support.

ABI/Matron
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Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community For………

Going out of her way to befriend a fellow year 7 student who did not know
anybody: Lucy Smith 7P

After the Summer Fun Run was cancelled, continuing to run 5K raising over
£135.00 for cancer support charity Maggie’s: Elodie Blythe 8F

Gold Letters (letters gone out this week)
Letter 1 KS4 English Set Text Macbeth

Letter 2 KS4 English Set Text An Inspector Calls
Letter 3 Welcome to Year 12
Letter 4 Welcome to Year 13

Letter 5 A Level trip to the Photographers' Gallery
Letter 6 GCE Public Examinations October 21

Letter 7 GCSE Public Examinations October 21
Letter 8 Year 12/13 A Level Trip to Tate Modern

Letter 9 16-19 Bursary

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-1-KS4-English-Literature-Set-Text-Macbeth.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-2-KS-English-Literature-Set-Text-An-Inspector-Calls.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-3-Welcome-to-Year-12.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-4-Welcome-to-Year-13.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-5-Trip-to-The-Photographers-Gallery.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-6-GCE-Public-Examinations-Oct-21.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-7-GCSE-Public-Examinations-Nov-21.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-8-Year-12-13-A-Level-trip-to-Tate-Modern.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Letter-9-16-19-Bursary-Application-combined.pdf


Tuesday 14th September - Year 7 & 10 individual Photos
Thursday 16th September - Year 8 Football Coaching (selected students)

Friday 17th September - Year 11 Prizegiving (Year 10 rescheduled from July 21) 8.50am -
9.45am

Friday 17th September - Years 10,11&12 Camps International, Tanzania Trip meeting
Wednesday 22nd September - Year 7 CATS Tests

Wednesday 22nd September - Year 12 & 13 trip to The Photographers Gallery, London
Thursday 23rd September - Parents Camps International Parents Meeting, 6pm

Monday 27th September - Year 12 & 13 trip to Tate Modern and Tate Britain
Wednesday 29th September - Economics City of London Tour

Thursday 30th September - Year 8 Football Coaching (selected students)
Saturday 2nd October - Open Day (all students to attend)

Tuesday 5th October - Year 11 British Museum Trip
Thursday 7th October - Year 7 Kidscape Anti-Bullying Session
Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October - HALF TERM

Attachments

1. Back To School - Online Safety Tips
2. Youth Across Hemel, Text Treasure Hunt
3. Supporting Links Workshops
4. Hemel Storm Basketball
5. Supporting Anxiety and Resilience



Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Wednesday 1st September - Tuesday 21st December 2021

HALF TERM - Monday 25th - Friday 29th October 2021

Occasional Day - Friday 26th November

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Friday 1st April 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June
















