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27th May 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

Year 12 Geography Field Work 
 
As part of the A Level Geography course students are required to complete an individual investigation which 
must include data collected in the field. The pandemic has proved particularly challenging for Geography 
fieldwork yet fieldwork skills and the independent investigation remain a critical part of the A Level.  The 
Independent Investigation is based on a question or issue defined and developed by the student relating to 
any part of the specification content.  This constitutes 20% of the A Level Geography course and is therefore 
a very important piece of work.   
 
In order to prepare for this the Geography Department have scheduled a fieldwork week for Year 12 students 
from Monday 5th July to Friday 9th July.  This week will consist of time in the classroom preparing for the 
Independent Investigation and time out in the field using data collection techniques that students can then 
deploy in their project.  Students will be off timetable for the whole of this week. 
 
We are proposing to take students on the following trips during this fieldwork week 
 

 Brick Lane, London 
The date of the visit is Thursday 8th July.  We will be meeting at Hemel Hempstead train station at 
09.30am and returning at approximately 4.00pm. The visit is free and we are asking pupils to pay for 
their train tickets at the station, so that they can use a group save pass to significantly reduce the cost 
of their train tickets.  To qualify for this, students will need to purchase tickets in groups of three or 
four, at a cost of £12.75 each.  Single train tickets are priced at £19.30. 
 
Students may dress in their own clothes and will need to bring money for the train fare and for lunch. 
We will spend a few hours in the Brick Lane area making case study notes and trialling data collection 
methods.  They will have a late lunch and the opportunity for some free time.  

 

 Incombe Hole Dry Valley, The Chilterns 
The date of this visit is Tuesday 6th July.  We will meet in school at the normal start time of 8.50am.  
We will travel by school minibus to Incombe Hole and hope to return to school by 4.30pm.  There will 
be no cost to this trip.  

 
Students may dress in their own clothes that are weather appropriate.  They will need to bring a 
packed lunch and plenty to drink.  We will spend a few hours in the Dry Valley piloting an investigation 
and trialling data collection methods.  

 
The A Level Independent Investigation requires collection of primary data by students and as such students 
will need to spend up to two days during the summer holidays collecting data for this investigation and then 
writing up the introduction and methods section.   
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As each student has to develop their own investigation they are required to undertake the work without direct 
supervision from teachers.  I am therefore writing to make you aware of the requirement for data collection 
but also the need for students to remain safe during the data collection.  The Geography Department will 
issue students with risk assessment sheets to be completed prior to data collection and we ask that students 
are accompanied by a friend or relative during the data collection and follow all necessary precautions to 
remain safe while conducting their fieldwork during the summer holidays.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support with Geography Fieldwork during the A Level 
course and if you have any questions regarding the Independent Investigation please do not hesitate to 
contact me at school 
 
If you would like your child to attend, please complete and return the permission slip below.  This is so I can 
estimate the number of train tickets we will need.  Please contact me if you have any queries regarding the 
visit. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr S Williams 
Head of Humanities  

 
 

                    

 


