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The class of 2021!

On Thursday we said goodbye (for now at least) to Year Eleven.  I say “for now at least” as we
have again got record numbers of applications for our Sixth Form for September.

I wanted to dedicate this newsletter to this year group as their school experience has been so
dramatically impacted by COVID-19.  There really has only been a matter of a few months of their
two years of GCSE and NCFE study that has not been disrupted in some way.

They can therefore be incredibly proud of themselves for the way that they have handled these
unprecedented times.  They have shown Resilience when things were incredibly tough.  They have
shown Respect for themselves in the way they have dealt with change.  They have taken far
greater Responsibility for their learning than any generation before, when they were having to learn
online.  They have invested in the Relationships they have with each other, with you, their parents
and carers, and with us as teachers, recognising that in times of stress meaningful relationships
become all the more important.  I hope that over time they will be able to Reflect on just what an
incredible journey they have been on.

They have to remain available until the 18th June, just in case we need to get them to provide any
additional information to generate their centre Assessed Gardes, but other than that they can now
enjoy the longest holiday of their lives - and one they have truly earned.

Whilst Thursday was their last teaching day we wanted to plan something special for them and we
are all really excited to see them on the 25th of June for a Leavers BBQ Celebration.

Students are invited to be on site from 1440 hours onwards and the afternoon will start with an
assembly in the Sports Hall at 1500 hours and then a BBQ, live music and shirt signing from 1600
hours onwards.

There is no requirement for students to attend in school uniform, but should they wish for their shirt
to be signed they should bring their own Sharpie or similar pens with them. Students may wish to
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bring a notebook rather than a shirt. In the current circumstances we, unfortunately, still have to
discourage the sharing of equipment.

Our staff will be in attendance to celebrate with the students and we look forward to seeing as
many students as possible.

In order for us to cater appropriately for this event, students are encouraged to complete the
following form by June 23rd, using the link below.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScMktuSHImT0LQuCZkWZ4AvTUIP26gkC-WuNoN26c
yBkkqRQQ/viewform?usp=sf_link

I will not say “goodbye Year Eleven” as so many of you will be back here in September to continue
your learning journeys, but rather, well done and see you soon.  You should be very proud of
yourself, the class of 2021.

I wish everyone a happy half-term and I hope that this week of holiday brings good weather and a
chance to catch up with family and friends.

The Big Think

We would like to thank so many of you who took part in our Big Think consultation.  As you will
recall we aimed to look at some of things we have had to change due to COVID-19 and look at
whether we might wish to continue any of them after the COVID restrictions are lifted.

We present to you here the results of the consultation. As you can see in some areas there is
broad agreement and in others very differing views. We will now work over the next half term as a
school to consider this consolation and other factors and start to make plans for September 2021.

The raw results of the Big Think consultation

As before, we are still constrained by COVID restrictions from the DfE and these may or may not
continue through the summer and into the next school year.  Clearly these would have to take
preference over any changes we wished to make in the longer term.

Helping children to build Relationships again after lockdown

Lockdown has had many negative impacts on our young people.  One thing that we, and schools
across the country, are noticing is that, perhaps not unsurprisingly, after long periods of being
isolated from their peers our children are less able than they used to be in dealing with the ups and
downs of Relationships.

We have, since we returned in April, seen minor disagreements over things like football, problems
between friends, missguided snapchats - which our children would have resolved in the past by
talking things through - instead turning into much bigger arguments, nasty messages on social
media and in two cases, a nasty fight.

I guess some schools might try to hide this and pretend all is fine, but we have never been that type
of school and where something is not as it should be, we want to make it better.

So we are really pleased to be working with a charity called Kidscape who will be doing workshops
for all children in Year 7, 8 and 9 next half term and helping us to set up a new group of student
advocates and ambassadors - all designed to help our children rebuild Resilient Relationships with
their peers so that we can grow stronger, together, as a school community.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher
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Careers Information

Pathway CTM is an award winning social enterprise which provides students with access to a
number of events, workshops and webinars throughout the academic year, promoting meaningful
interactions between employers and students so students can gain an insight into different
companies and the career opportunities they offer.

There are a number of events taking place over the next few weeks for students in Years 10 and
above to take part in. These include an insight evening with BDO, exploring careers in
accountancy; a taster session on non-clinical roles within the NHS; employability skills with GCHQ
and a virtual work experience day with RWE, looking at roles within the renewable energy sector.

Please use the link below for the Pathway CTM website

https://pathwayctm.com/events/

Founders4Schools are running a national Virtual Careers Jam, taking place on 8th June, between
10.00 – 1600 hrs for students aged 16 and above This is an event packed with opportunities for
students to explore the career options open to them, engage with prospective employers and gain
confidence in taking their next steps towards employment. There are employability workshops,
insights into Sustainability, AI and Cyber Security, virtual work experience placements to sign up for
plus virtual stands with universities and employers.

To register for a place please use the following link:

http://www.f4scareersjam.com/

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator

Dacorum Youth Council

Hello, we are the Dacorum Youth Council. We help and improve our local areas and want to make
a difference for young people. We need your help to improve the skateparks around Dacorum!

We have set up this petition to get better funding for the local skateparks to make them safer and
bigger with more bins and provision of free water and better lighting. Please could you share this
link and attached QR code with your students as we believe that this will have a positive impact on
the local communities. We know that some of you have already shared with your students and we
really appreciate this! We are hoping that the petition will show Dacorum Borough Council that this
provision is important.

https://www.change.org/p/dacorum-council-dacorum-youth-council-for-improving-our-skateparks?re
cruiter=1181309592&recruited_by_id=07a914d0-7053-11eb-92ae-6db49547373c&utm_source=sh
are_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=petition_dashboard
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Thank you

If you have any questions or comments for the Youth Council please do get in touch with me.

Kind regards

Sammy Barry-Mears
Youth Worker (Dacorum) | Services for Young People | Children’s Services
Tel: 01442 453960
Email: Sammy.Barry-Mears@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Excellent Achievement For….

Outstanding Achievement in Violin, achieving a distinction in Grade 8 Violin:
Joseph Coldwell 13F

Being selected to represent England at this Years Dance World Cup:
Isabella Lee 7F

Being selected to represent Great Britain Gymnastics at the Varna World Cup
Challenge: Ondine Achampong 12P

Services To The School Community For….

Helping a fellow student in need:Camden Cawdron 8L





Fixtures

Tuesday 8th June - Year 7 A&B Football v JFK, 4pm

Saturday 12th June - Herts County Athletics Championships @ Jarman Park Athletics Track,
9.00am - 5.00pm

Wednesday 16th June - County League Athletics, Match 3 @ Jarman Park Athletics Track,
4.30pm - 6.30pm

Monday 24th June - County League Athletics, Match 4 @ Woodside Stadium, Watford, 4.30pm -
6.30pm

Wednesday 7th July - Dacorum District Athletics Championships @ Jarman Park Athletics Track,
9.00am - 4.30pm

Tuesday 8th June - Year 13 Last formal day of teaching
Friday 11th June - Year 6 into 7 Pre-Taster Day (selected students)

Monday 21st June - Wednesday 30th June - Year 11 into Sixth Form transition
Thursday 24th and Friday 25th June - Year 12 Biology Field Trip to Boxmoor

Thursday 24th June - Year 8 HPV (2nd dose) vaccinations
Friday 25th June - Year 11 Leavers Celebration, Sports Hall 3.00pm

Thursday 1st July and 2nd July - Year 6 into 7 Transition Days
Friday 2nd July - Sports Day @ Jarman Park Athletics Track

Tuesday 6th July - Friday 9th July - Junior Prizegiving
Monday 19th July - School Fun Run

Tuesday 20th July - Last Day of Term
Tuesday 10th August - AS and A-Level Results Day

Thursday 12th August - GCSE Results Day



Gold Letters

Letter 122 Bronze DoE Expeditions and Training 2021
Letter 124 Year 12 Geography Field Work

Letter 123 Year 8 Storm Basketball training

TERM DATES

Summer Term 20/21

Monday 12th April - Tuesday 20th July

Half Term - Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June

Academic Year 2021/22

TERM DATES

Autumn Term 21/22

Wednesday 1st September - Tuesday 21st December 2021

INSET DAY - Wednesday 1st September (School Closed to all students)

Thursday 2nd September - Year 7 and Year 12 only

Friday 3rd September - Term Starts for all students

HALF TERM - Monday 25th - Friday 29th October 2021

Occasional Day - Friday 26th November

Spring Term 21/22

Wednesday 5th January - Friday 1st April 2022

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Summer Term 21/22

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Letter-122-Bronze-DoE-Expeditions-and-Training-2021.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Letter-124-Year-12-Georgraphy-Field-Work.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Letter-123-Year-8-Basketball-Coaching.pdf


Attachments:

1. School Leavers Careers Webinars
2. HCC COVID-19 Update






