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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

Student leadership is at the centre of The Hemel Hempstead Experience (The HHEx) and what we
do here, and I always set the head students thinking, the first time they meet with me, about what
their legacy will be.

Emma, Nicole, Joe and Lois were clear from the outset. They wanted to help make our school a
beacon of inclusivity.  From that initial starting point they have grown several projects: a refreshed
and rightly challenging Equality and Diversity plan, membership of Stonewall and a commitment to
gaining one of their awards, student led responses to events in our community and what I want to
talk to you about in this newsletter.

A gender-neutral uniform policy is brilliant in its inclusivity.  For the vast majority of students it will
make no difference whatsoever, but for those to whom it does matter, a seemingly small change
will make a huge difference.  Nobody should ever have to justify or defend their identity.  Labels,
however well intended, can force people to have to do that.  Separation, distinction, this-or-that,
us-or-them, girl-or-boy - all seek to point out, highlight and define.  Student leaders across the sixth
form in this school have given us, with real clarity and wisdom, the recognition that the
normalization of identity is required to be truly inclusive.

So what are the major changes to the uniform policy?

Simply put, there isn't one column saying boys and another saying girls.  There are trousers, there
are skirts.  Our uniform remains smart and affordable. We remain a proudly uniformed school.  But
for those stduents to whom it really matters they no longer have to select uniform based on their
sex at birth, but rather on their identity and what is important to them.

I am really proud to say that this approach, when the student leaders put it to you for consultation,
had the support of a two third majority of parents and over 85% of staff.

Rather cheekily (and well done to them for showing the initiative!) the student leaders also used
that consultation to ask you about some other parts of our policy which, perhaps on reflection,
seem a little odd or archaic.  They also gained your support for any small stud earring rather than
specifically a metal one, clearer terminology around haircuts, and a more sensible approach to
hats, coats and gloves.
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The new uniform policy is published on our website here:

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/parents/uniform/

This new uniform policy will be rigorously followed, from September 2021, in recognition of three
factors:

1. At the moment we have in place special arrangements due to COVID-19.
2. We always wish to give parents and carers warning of any changes to uniform so that they

have time to prepare and budget.
3. The changes will coincide with our new Year Seven cohort joining us in September.

Please do take a look and if any parent or carer feels that they have made a purchase recently
which they would have made differently in light of the new policy, please can they get in touch via
parentmail@hemelschool.com

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) Presentations - Sixth Form

The evening of 4th May witnessed HHS sixth form students’ EPQ Presentations, which form part of
their assessment for their final grade.

The EPQ allows students to follow their own academic intrigue and curiosity beyond the confines
of a syllabus. The qualification is recognised at A level standard and is well regarded by all
universities as an indication of a student’s readiness for higher learning. Key skills include
independent learning, research and critical awareness.

A vast array of topics were delivered to small audiences of friends, teachers and SLT. Topics
included:
The effects of bilingualism on third language acquisition
To what extent did the British Raj influenced the outbreak of crisis in Kashmir
To what extent veganism can benefit the environment and health
Should ‘dance’ be considered an art or a sport
The effects of the Nigerian Civil War
How green and sustainable architecture could work synergistically with nature to benefit the
environment
Can increasing antibiotic resistance be combated with bacteriophages?

The depth of expertise acquired was truly awesome and the development of the processes of
higher learning displayed by our pupils was truly a heartwarming experience.

Well done to all our students and thank you to those who supported them, notably Ms Akeroyd and
her team of supervisors.

Bryan Saunders
Head of Social Sciences
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Careers Information

Investin are running summer internships in person in London and Live Online for students aged
15-18 in 12 of the most competitive industries. For the first time ever, they have also launched
opportunities for students aged 12-14 in Law, Engineering, Computer Science and Medicine.  They
also have in-person weekend programmes available in June and you can view full details of all
their opportunities on their website here.

If students are interested they should register as soon as possible if they wish to attend as places
are highly limited, with many of their Summer Internships over 80% full. These experiences are
expensive but as our school is an InvestIN Partner School, students can get 10% off any
programme with the code: HEMELHEMPSTEAD19.

There are a few bursaries available if students meet the Investin criteria which you can view at
https://investin.org/pages/bursaries. These do get taken up very quickly so please let me know if
you would like to apply for one.

Medic Mentors run courses for students interested in Medicine, Veterinary and Dentistry. Their next
conferences are as follows:

Get into Medicine - Sunday 9th May, Sunday 30th May
Get into Veterinary - Saturday 8th May
Get into Dentistry - Saturday 22nd May

Students may use the funding code hempstead to attend our conferences for free at the following
link: https://medicmentor.co.uk/national-healthcare-weekend/

For more information please see flyer at the end of the newsletter

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator

https://investin.org/collections/summer-future-internships-up-to-10-days-in-person/products/the-future-lawyer-summer-internship
https://investin.org/collections/engineering/products/the-future-engineer-summer-internship
https://investin.org/collections/computer-science/products/the-future-computer-scientist-summer-internship
https://investin.org/collections/medicine/products/the-future-doctor-summer-internship
https://investin.org/
https://investin.org/pages/bursaries
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Years 10, 11 and 12

The SIMS Parent Lite app helps schools comply with the new GDPR data requirements,  by
providing a simple way to collect, manage and handle information.

The app supports data accuracy, provides safe data transfer, aids data maintenance and upkeep,
enhancing school data protection.

Student data can be updated at any time on the app.

Our Parents/Carers will receive an Invitation email from noreply@sims.co.uk with links to set
up and register the App.

Hemel Hempstead School Angling Club - Year 7

Interested in learning to fish?

We would like to offer a new Angling Club for our current Year 7. This will be a 6 week programme
at school and using Pixies Mere Fishery, run by our site manager Mr Benstead and the Boxmoor
and District Angling Club.

Starting Tuesday 8th June - School Hall 4.00pm - 5.30pm. This will cover the basics on rod, reel
and tackle, including fish recognition and habitat.

Saturday 12th June at Pixies Mere Fishery - 9.00am - 1.00pm

Please email c.benstead@hemelschool.com to express an interest clearly stating your child’s
name and form. Currently numbers are limited but if successful we hope to open this out to more
students and other years in the future.
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COVID-19 Testing

Please continue to report your test results to both NHS Test and Trace and our School Google
Form.

Report to NHS Test and Trace https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

Report to School https://forms.gle/QgK89dJA7yJjgRBo6

Feeling Unwell at School?

If your child feels unwell at school please remind them
that they must visit matron and not take it upon
themselves to call home to be collected. Matron will
evaluate their symptoms and administer treatment,
contacting home if necessary. If your child is deemed
too unwell to remain at school matron will contact you to come and collect
them.
Thank you for your support.

ABI/Matron

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://forms.gle/QgK89dJA7yJjgRBo6


Fixtures

Wednesday 12th May - Year 7 Athletics Friendly @ JFK, 3.30pm - 5.30pm

Monday 17th May - County League Athletics, Match 1 @ Jarman Park Athletics Track, 4.30pm -
6.30pm

Wednesday 26th May - County League Athletics, Match 2 @ Jarman Park Athletics Track,
4.30pm - 6.30pm

Saturday 12th June - Herts County Athletics Championships @ Jarman Park Athletics Track,
9.00am - 5.00pm

Wednesday 16th June - County League Athletics, Match 3 @ Jarman Park Athletics Track,
4.30pm - 6.30pm

Monday 24th June - County League Athletics, Match 4 @ Woodside Stadium, Watford, 4.30pm -
6.30pm

Wednesday 7th July - Dacorum District Athletics Championships @ Jarman Park Athletics Track,
9.00am - 4.30pm

Monday 10th May - AS Dance Practical 3.40pm - 5.00pm
Wednesday 12th May - Senior Prizegiving from 19/2020 (selected students), Hall, 4.00pm -

5.00pm
Thursday 27th May - Year 11 GCSE Dance Practical Exam

Friday 28th May - Year 11 Last formal day of teaching
Tuesday 8th June - Year 13 Last formal day of teaching

Thursday 24th June - Year 8 HPV (2nd dose) vaccinations (CANCELLED)
Thursday 1st July and 2nd July - Year 6 into 7 Transition Programme

Friday 16th July - Year 8 HPV (2nd dose) vaccinations
Monday 19th July - School Fun Run



Gold Letters

Letter 114 YC Hertfordshire National Citizen Service 2021 (Year 11)
Letter 115 Year 11 Virtual Work Experience

Letter 116 STEM Courses run by EDT

TERM DATES

Summer Term 20/21

Monday 12th April - Tuesday 20th July

Half Term - Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June

21/22 Term Dates are now published on our website.

Attachments

1. MedicMentor Flyer
2. Delivering Special Provision Locally8 Communication 05.05.21
3. Bounce Forward, Raise Resilience

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Letter-114-YC-Hertfordshire-National-Citizen-Service-2021.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Letter-115-Year-11-Virtual-Work-Experience.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Letter-116-STEM-Courses-run-by-EDT.pdf



























