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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

As we enter the Bank holiday weekend I wanted to remind all students, parents and carers of the
ways to get in touch with the school; and what we can and cannot be expected to do.

You can phone the school during office hours, which are 0830 to 1630, Monday to Thursday and
0830 to 1600 on Friday, on 01442 390 100.  Outside of these times the phones are not monitored
and answerphone messages will not be heard until the next working day.

You can email the school on parentmail@hemelschool.com. This email address is monitored
during the same working hours of 0830 to 1630 Monday to Thursday and 0830 to 1600 on Friday.  It
is not monitored in the evening or on the weekends.

We endeavour to respond to your messages within 48 hours, which gives us time to get the
message to the right person, for them to be free from teaching or their other responsibilities, and to
then have time to respond to you fully.  Some requests or concerns are complex and can take
longer to investigate or resolve; in such cases we will keep you updated as often as we can.

If you need to explain a student absence then you should follow the instructions in Italics at the top
of this and every newsletter.

If you need to let us know that you are self-isolating because you have symptoms of COVID or
because you have had a positive COVID test then please email on covid@hemelschool.com.  This
email is checked once in the morning and once in the afternoon, Monday to Friday and on Saturday
and Sunday.

Outside of normal office hours, 0830 to 1630, Monday to Thursday and 0830 to 1600 Friday the
school cannot respond to emails or phone calls.

If you are concerned for the safety or wellbeing of a child and it is serious enough that it cannot wait
for the school to be open the next working day then you must contact Hertfordshire Safeguarding
on 0300 123 4043 or call the police.

Our social media accounts on Twitter and on Instagram are only for sharing good news stories,
photographs and details of events.  Please do not try and contact the school or leave messages via
these accounts as they are not monitored.
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Social media accounts set up by parents such as year group social pages or those set up by
students (albeit often with good intentions) on Facebook or Instagram have nothing to do with the
school.  We are sure that they are very useful for parents and have no objection to them in
principle, but parents and carers must understand that the school is not part of them, does not read
them and would not be aware of, or able to respond to anything being posted there.

Parents and carers should also be aware that if they post to any of these groups or sites they are
subject to those companies' rules around content and the law around deformation.  Sharing
concerns, accusations or rumours on these sites is rarely helpful and often makes things worse; but
is increasingly common.

There is always the risk that persons might join or follow these pages who are not connected with
the school, or our community and have dishonest or aberrant intentions.

There is always a risk that anyone could impersonate the school on social media.  We would never
send you messages via social media asking for personal details, or discussing specific concerns, or
asking about a specific child.

The only social media used by the school are:

● The school twitter handle and instagram page
● The subject twitter and instagram pages
● The house twitter and instagram pages
● The HHEx youtube channel

We have no presence on Facebook or Snapchat.

If you are in any doubt please contact the school by phone or email and speak to someone.

We want to be as responsive as we can be and know that you understand that we, like any other
organisation, have proper channels and working hours for doing that.  We are very grateful for your
support in this.

Thank you.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Reminder about Social Media

We have repeated this message to students this week and it is part of the PACE curriculum, but
please could we ask you to reiterate this to your children at home:

● If at any time you receive an image or video that upsets, or offends you or that you know is
wrong, or that you suspect is illegal, your first action should be to delete it.

● The advice from the police is that just deleting an image may not fully remove it from your
phone.  To be sure you should factory reset your phone.

● Your second action should be to let a parent or carer, teacher or police officer know.

● You will never get into trouble for receiving such an image or video if you do the right thing,
but you could get into trouble if you forward it, save it, or post it somewhere else.



COVID-19 Testing

Please continue to report your test results to both NHS Test and Trace and our School Google
Form.

Report to NHS Test and Trace https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

Report to School https://forms.gle/QgK89dJA7yJjgRBo6

Dance and Music Workshop from SMASH Arts

The dance workshop was such a good experience!  It was really nice to try the musical theatre style
which we don’t study and it was great to be put through our paces after being in lockdown for so
long.  Dani was lovely and made it so exciting and the dance was so energetic and fun. I really
loved the workshop!

Ellie Proctor
Year 10
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Home
Science Club

Well done to everybody who took part in the Marbled Egg and Rubber Egg
challenges over Easter. Thank you for sending in all the pictures.

The rubber egg is made by leaving the egg in vinegar. The vinegar reacts with the
egg shell, dissolving it. It also reacts with the proteins in the egg white making it
rubbery (similar to cooking it).

Marbled Eggs were decorated using surface tension. The oil droplets in the coloured water keeps
part of the dye reaching the egg giving it a marbled appearance.

R2s go to Lily Johnson, Bella Gray, Ethan King and Grace Deane.  Congratulations!

This term’s Science Club challenges are
Year 7 : Exploding Bag
Year 8 : Making a Fire Extinguisher
Once again the details for these challenges will be put on SMHW as an optional task. Please send
any pictures of your results to scienceclub@hemelschool.com by 7th June to win your reward
points.

Science Department

Feeling Unwell at School?

If your child feels unwell at school please remind them
that they must visit matron and not take it upon
themselves to call home to be collected. Matron will
evaluate their symptoms and administer treatment,
contacting home if necessary. If your child is deemed
too unwell to remain at school matron will contact you to
come and collect them.
Thank you for your support.

ABI/Matron
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Headteacher R4 Certificates

Excellent Achievement for….

Providing a well rehearsed and thought provoking choreographic dance
assessment: Charlotte Peters, Emily Lockton-Farrow, Abigail Small,

Chloe Bess

Outstanding Levels of consistency in Year 7 English project so far this term:
Louise Boardman, Felicity Birnie, Ethan King, Nimrah Munir,

Imogen Goodman, Anna Rowlands

Showing passion and commitment to A-Level Economics and for actively taking
part in extra curricular activities in Economics: Rishi Hindocha

Services to the School Community for…..

Raising £830.00 for the Little Princess Trust by having all her hair cut off!:
Phoebe Hazell

Fixtures

Monday 17th May - County League Athletics, Match 1 @ Jarman Park Athletics Track, 4.30pm -
6.30pm

Wednesday 26th May - County League Athletics, Match 2 @ Jarman Park Athletics Track, 4.30pm
- 6.30pm

Saturday 12th June - Herts County Athletics Championships @ Jarman Park Athletics Track,
9.00am - 5.00pm

Wednesday 16th June - County League Athletics, Match 3 @ Jarman Park Athletics Track,
4.30pm - 6.30pm

Monday 24th June - County League Athletics, Match 4 @ Woodside Stadium, Watford, 4.30pm -
6.30pm

Wednesday 7th July - Dacorum District Athletics Championships @ Jarman Park Athletics Track,
9.00am - 4.30pm



Friday 7th May - Year 10 Language Orals
Monday 10th May - AS Dance Practical 3.40pm - 5.00pm

Wednesday 12th May - Senior Prizegiving from 19/2020 (selected students), Hall, 4.00pm -
5.00pm

Thursday 27th May - Year 11 GCSE Dance Practical Exam
Friday 28th May - Year 11 Last formal day of teaching

Tuesday 8th June - Year 13 Last formal day of teaching
Thursday 24th June - Year 8 HPV (2nd dose) vaccinations

Thursday 1st July and 2nd July - Year 6 into 7 Transition Programme
Monday 19th July - School Fun Run

Gold Letters

Letter 111 - Year 10-11-12 Summer Virtual Insight Programme
Letter 112 - Sixth form Induction Programme

Letter 113 - Year 11 Leavers Hoodies

TERM DATES

Summer Term 20/21

Monday 12th April - Tuesday 20th July

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 3rd May

Half Term - Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June

21/22 Term Dates are now published on our website.

Attachments:

1. Barracudas Summer Activity Camp Discode Code
2. Smash Arts - Grease Auditions
3. The Mad Batter Children’s Summer Cooking Classes

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Letter-111-Year-10-11-12-BDO.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Letter-112-Sixth-Form-Induction-Programme.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Letter-113-Year-11-Leavers-Hoodies.pdf







