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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The Hemel Hempstead Experience - http://www.thehhex.com

I am sure by now that you are all aware that Prince Philip, the Duke Of Edinburgh passed away
and that his funeral was held in Windsor on Saturday.

Public bodies, such as ourselves, as a mark of respect for Her Majesty and the Royal Family in a
time of deeply personal grief and mourning observed not to comment until after the funeral.

We therefore now make our condolences to Her Majesty and the Royal Family to whom the Duke
was not just a public figure but a husband, father, grandfather and great grandfather.  May he rest
in peace.

Listening to the obituaries on the radio I was drawn to recall the fact that Prince Phillip has been
educated at Gordonstoun, under the Headmaster, and one of my heroes, Kurt Hahn.

The Duke of Edinburgh's story, rich and varied though it is, cannot be told without telling the story
of Hahn, a Jewish refugee who came to Britain in the early 1930s to escape Nazi Germany with
little more than the clothes on his back and his teaching degree.

Hahn was lucky to escape; vehemently opposed to Nazism he had told the students of the Schule
Schloss Salem of which he was headteacher, to “choose between Salem and Hilter”.   He was
immediately carted off to prison and only released after objections from the British Prime Minister,
Ramsey Macdonald, who Hitler was still trying to convince of his vision for a new world order.

Hahn started a life-long friendship with Lawrence Holt, a shipping magnate, and they founded
Gordonstoun School in Scotland, a school to be based on a method of self-discovery, harnessing
the great outdoors as its classroom.

But it is not for that school that Kurt Hahn is my hero.  I love the ethos, but a private school
charging tens of thousands of pounds a year and only available to a self-selecting few does not sit
well with my principles.  It is for what he did next that he is, in my humble opinion, one of the
greatest educators of the 20th Century.
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At the start of the War things got bad for Britain fairly quickly and after Dunkerque our island nation
became reliant on convoys from North America and Asia to keep us alive.  The Admiralty became
very quickly aware of the tremendous loss of life from these convoys, when they were sunk, and
their crews were plunged into the icy waters of the North Atlantic or Baltic.  The Admiralty had
noticed something strange however: that the old men, tired and grey were more likely to survive
than the young and fit.  They turned to Holt, whose shipping company was now providing many of
the convoy ships and his friend Hahn for answers. The reason, Hahn and Holt postualted, was
that the old sea dogs had led tough, unforgiving lives whilst the young were accustomed to modern
new-fangled luxuries like electric light and indoor toilets!  They simply gave up, as the sea
consumed them, because they did not know how to fight back, because they had never had to fight
for anything important.

Holt and Hahn, in 1941, founded the Outward Bound School, overlooking the stunning Aberdyfi
Estuary in West Wales.  Their mission was, through a combination of education, outdoor
adventure, teamwork, and resilience building to create young men who would survice the worst
that mother nature and the Nazi’s could throw at them. And it worked.  And after the War the
school stayed open as a centre for training and development of young seamen until one day Hahn,
realising that he could do so much more if he could widen his reach, turned to a former pupil of his
old school Gordenstoun: Prince Philip.

He told Prince Philip that the success of Outward Bound had been due to instilling six things in the
young people he had worked with:  fitness, enterprise, imagination, skill, self-discipline and
compassion.  He suggested to Prince Phillip that a national award, in which young people were
helped and supported to achieve a project, go on an expedition, learn a new skill and to willingly
volunteer their time - all in the setting of our wonderful outdoor and wild places - would transform
their lives and our nation.

The Duke of Edinburgh Award was born.

As a result of Hahn’s vision and Prince Phillip’s influence and leverage over 420,000 young people
in this country have completed the volunteering, skills, physical and expedition sections of the now
famous award.  It is widely recognised as the most successful and important youth development
programme in history, now operating in over 144 nations. I am also incredibly proud to say that we
run it here, at The Hemel Hempstead School.

As you stand in the garden at Aberdyfi, looking out over the vast expanse of sand or water, the tide
a great celestial metronome, there is a small sign. It has on it Kurt Hahn's own words:

“We are all greater than we know, if only we can be made to realise it,
we may never be willing to accept anything less”

Prince Phillip was, without doubt, a personality who attracted controversy, but if we are to
remember him for anything, let it be for this incredible legacy, and if you are in year ten right now -
you have seen the email from Mr Sutton - you know what to do!

Neil Hassell
Headteacher



We are very grateful to everyone who has taken part in our Big Think.  We shall leave the
consultation open for another week, in case you have not had the chance to complete it.

https://forms.gle/jT4nGReBxean3uEu9

COVID-19 Testing

All pupils for whom we have parental consent or self-consent if over 16, have been issued with
further supplies of Lateral Flow Device Self-Test kits.

If your child is taking self-test kits home, it is essential that they regularly complete the tests and
report the results to the NHS and to the school.

If you decide to stop home testing, we must be notified in writing that consent is being withdrawn
and all unused test materials should be returned to school.

Results should be reported as follows:

NHS - https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
School - https://forms.gle/7Vv4RydzFjq2UhDk8

Joanna Avey
Business Manager

Year 9 DTP MenACWY Vaccination

Vaccination UK will be coming to school to deliver the DTP MenACWY vaccine on Monday 26th

April 2021.
An email has been sent out to all parents with the cover letter and consent form.
Please send the completed consent form to s.green@hemelschool.com by Monday 19th April
2021.
If you have any questions please contact Vaccination UK on 01462 341 173 or email at
vaccinationhertfordshire@evguk.co.uk

Thank you

Ms N Akther
Matron
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Year 7 Culture Club

Exciting opportunity for all HHS Y7s!!

Come along to Culture Club on Tuesday Blue Week in North Block, 12:40-13:15, to explore
different cultures, enjoy arts and crafts, music and much more! Last week, we stepped into the
shoes of those who fast during the celebration of Ramadan as we created beautiful lanterns which
are traditionally used during Ramadan to light up the dark streets!

Miss Martin
Head of French

SIMS Parent Lite App - Year 7, 8 and 9

The SIMS Parent Lite app helps schools comply with the new
GDPR data requirements,by providing a simple way to collect,

manage and handle information.

The app supports data accuracy, provides safe data transfer,
aids data maintenance and upkeep, enhancing school data

protection.

Student data can be updated at any time on the app.

Parent/Carer will receive an Invitation email from
noreply@sims.co.uk with links to set up and register the App.
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We are hoping to gain STEM Accreditation from the IKE Foundation.

This will provide access for The Hemel Hempstead School to membership of an elite
network of STEM Assured institutions, and a stronger visibility for our school and its
STEM specialties to local employers and the community.

If you work in a STEM related environment and would like to help the school to achieve
this, please contact Ms Smita Joshi, our STEM Champion on the following email:
s.joshi@hemelschool.com

For help with student careers in STEM subjects, please contact Sue Bond, Careers
Coordinator on the following email:

s.bond@hemelschool.com

The first STEM Assured was conferred by HM The Queen. Many Officials, Ministers and other
members of the Royal Family have since been involved in the conferment of STEM Assured
on Colleges, Schools, Collegiate Academies and UTCsN.

https://ikeinstitute.org/

http://stemfoundation.org.uk
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Extra Curricular Sport Timetable - Summer Term

Just come along, no need to book a place. Times - 3.45 - 4.45pm

Monday 26th April - Year 9 vaccinations (as above)
Monday 3rd May - BANK HOLIDAY, School Closed to all

Monday 10th May - AS Dance Practical Exam
Thursday 27th May - Year 11 GCSE Dance Practical Exam

Friday 28th May - Year 11 Last formal day of teaching
Monday 7th June - Friday 18th June - Year 10 and 12 Internal Exams

Tuesday 8th June - Year 13 Last formal day of teaching
Wednesday 9th June - Year 13 Leavers Celebration 9am - 10am

Thursday 24th June - Year 8 HPV (2nd dose) vaccinations
Thursday 1st July - Year 6 to 7 Transition Day

Monday 19th July - School Fun Run



Gold Letters

Letter 106 - Year 12 Wayfinder Day (selected students)
Letter 107 - Spring Report Year 13
Letter 108 - Spring Report Year 11

Letter 109 - Year 13 Leavers Arrangements
Letter 109 - Year 10 Virtual Theatre - Cookie's by Emily Jenkins

TERM DATES

Summer Term 20/21

Monday 12th April - Tuesday 20th July

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 3rd May

Half Term - Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June

21/22 Term Dates are now published on our website.

Attachments

1. DSPL8 Parent/Carer Communication
2. Music Theatre Dance Workshop
3. Sporting Chance, Football Training

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Letter-106-Year-12-Wayfinder-Day.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Letter-107-Spring-Report-Year-13.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Letter-108-Spring-Report-Year-11.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Letter-109-Year-13-Leavers-Arrangements-PBr.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Letter-110-Year-10-Virtual-Theatre-Cookies-by-Emily-Jenkins.pdf































