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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

Easter, for Christians, is a time to celebrate renewal, rebirth and resurrection.  I think this year, for
all of us regardless of faith, it can be a time to celebrate a return of things we have missed, things
we have loved.

For most that will be the return of leisure, sports, freedoms, meeting friends and being able to
socialise.  For many it will be that chance to see the ones we love.

As we celebrate and breathe a collective sigh of relief I hope that we can take a moment, just as
we did at midday on Tuesday, to pause and remember those who will not be there.

I fondly recall sitting on my paternal grandfather's knee, a whisky in one hand and a Navy Cut in
the other (him, not me), and listening to his stories of when his ship got attacked by a giant squid,
and when he saw pirates and the storm that lasted for a whole week.  It was always the same
stories, time and time again, and we loved them as toddlers, laughed with them as children, and
lovingly tolerated them as early teens.  Shortly before his death, when I was at secondary school,
and studying the Second World War I asked him why he always told those silly stories and not
what he had really seen and done as a Chief Petty Officer aboard North Atlantic and Arctic convoy
escorts.  He told me, and I think this was probably the only adult conversation I ever got to have
with him, that he didn’t like those stories because every one of them had as its hero people who
were not here anymore.

For the first time in my life I began to appreciate the scale of the impact of a world war.  Everyone
had lost someone they knew or they loved.  The scale of the events had touched the lives of every
single living soul.

I suspect we will look back at COVID-19 in the same way.  In this school alone, nine of our staff
have lost a loved one to this terrible disease.  Countless students and their families have
experienced loss as well.  I suspect that there is now nobody in Britain, just like in the war, who
does not know someone who has suffered a bereavement due to the pandemic.

So do please have a wonderful Easter holiday.  Do please be responsible and safe and continue to
follow the guidelines.  Please do continue to respect others who are more vulnerable than
yourselves.  But also take a moment to pause and think of those for whom Easter 2021 might be a
time of mixed emotions, a time to mourn those we have lost.
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What's already changed and you can do this weekend:

● Schools and colleges have reopened, and university students can return for practical
courses

● Two people from different households can meet outside for recreation, which can include "a
coffee on a bench"

● Care home residents can have one nominated visitor, with testing and social distance
precautions

What's going to happen on 29 March, the first Monday of the holidays?

● People will be allowed to meet outside, either with one other household or within the "rule of
six", including in private gardens

● The stay at home rule will end, but the government will urge people to stay local as much as
possible

● Outdoor sport facilities will reopen, including golf courses and tennis and basketball courts,
and formally organised outdoor sports can restart

● Weddings can take place, attended by up to six people

What should be allowed (subject to Government confirmation) from 12th April, the day
students return to school:

● All shops allowed to open, along with close-contact services, including hairdressers and
beauty salons (including in people's homes)

● Restaurants and pubs allowed to serve food and alcohol to customers sitting outdoors
● Gyms and spas can reopen, as can zoos, theme parks, libraries and community centres
● Members of the same household can take a holiday in the UK in self-contained

accommodation
● Weddings attended by up to 15 people can take place

Neil Hassell
Headteacher

Free school meals (FSM) vouchers for Easter holidays and May half-term 2021

Free school meals will be provided by Hertfordshire County Council in the form of digital
supermarket vouchers for both the Easter holidays and May half-term. Entitled families will receive
a digital supermarket voucher to the value of £45 by 16 April 2021; £30 to cover the 10 days of the
Easter holidays and £15 to cover the 5 days of May half-term.

There will be a choice of the following supermarkets for entitled families to choose from:

● ALDI
● Asda
● Marks and Spencer
● McColl’s
● Morrisons
● Sainsbury’s
● Tesco
● Waitrose



Please note: This will be a single voucher, there will be no separate May half-term voucher
shared with you.

To find out if you are eligible and to apply please visit: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
If you do not meet the criteria for free school meals but are struggling to pay household bills or buy
food, help is available. Contact HertsHelp for advice and practical support – call 0300 123 4044,
email info@hertshelp.net or visit www.hertshelp.net.

Lateral Flow Tests

All pupils will be issued with 2 more packs of Lateral Flow Device Tests on Thursday (today 25th
March).

Pupils should continue to test every 3-4 days throughout the Easter holiday and to report their
results to the NHS and to school.

Ms J Avey
School Business Manager

Sixth Form Offer Letters

Sixth Form Offer Letters have been sent out to students' school email accounts for all Year 11
students who have applied for a place in our Sixth Form.

If students wish to confirm their place in Sixth Form, they must email their acceptance by reply to
the email options@hemelschool.com.

Please read the letter carefully and inform the Sixth Form Office immediately if any information
needs to be amended.

Thank You

Mr P Bryson
Head of Sixth Form

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
http://www.hertshelp.net/


Home

Science Club

Well done to everybody who took part in the Ice Fishing and Supercooled Soda Challenges. Once
again we had some fantastic photos and explanations.
This time both projects were about the freezing point of water. In the Ice fishing challenge the
ice-cubes were partially melted by adding salt so that when they refroze the fishing line was
trapped in the ice.This enabled a string of ice fish to be caught! In the supercooled soda challenge
the soda was temporarily frozen below the normal freezing point of water 0oC without forming a
solid. When it was poured onto ice crystals the soda suddenly froze, forming a slushie.
R2s go to Kyle Manning, Finlay Weare, Callum Coster, Hollie Smith and Mara Cardei.

Congratulations!

The next Science Club
challenges are for Easter
Year 7 : Marbled Easter Eggs
Year 8 : Rubber Eggs
Once again the details for these
challenges will be put on SMHW
as an optional task. Please send
any pictures of your results to

scienceclub@hemelschool.com by 30th April to win your reward points.

PE After School Clubs Timetable

Monday: Year 8 Football/Netball/Table Tennis

Tuesday: Year 7 Football/Netball/Table Tennis

Wednesday: Year 9 Football/Netball/Table Tennis

Thursday: Year 10 Football
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Careers Information

Ahead of the Easter break, the team at InvestIN Education is delighted to present The Easter
Careers Hunt: a free bespoke quiz designed to help students kickstart their futures by exploring
their ideal career type. Students who complete the quiz will receive a host of insightful videos and
resources tailored to their responses - sourced, developed, and presented by Investin's Partner
Development Team.

For each completed quiz, InvestIN will donate to BookTrust, the UK’s largest reading charity for
children.

Springpod still has places available on a few of its virtual work experience programmes, some
taking place over Easter. These include law, marketing, journalism, teaching, finance, engineering
and more, most of which are suitable for students in Year 10 and above. Students will need to
register with Springpod to take part and all programmes are free of charge.

Springpod Events over Easter and beyond

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Excellent Achievement for…..

Consistently outstanding levels of stretch and challenge work achieved
throughout the term, in online/classroom lessons for English:

Paul Crisu and Patrisia Petkova

https://investin.org/pages/find-your-future
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https://www.springpod.co.uk/virtual-work-experience-programmes/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=mixpanel&utm_campaign=teachernewsletter_11_03_21


Friday 26th March - INSET DAY (replaces March 18th)
Monday 12th April - Summer Term Starts for all students (blue week)

Tuesday 20th April - Friday 23rd April - Year 11 Food Practical Assessment
Thursday 22nd April - Year 7 Remote Parents Consultation Evening 4.30pm - 7.00pm

Monday 3rd May - BANK HOLIDAY

Gold Letters

Letter 94 - Year 7 Virtual Parent Consultation Evening
Letter 102 - Year 7 Basketball Coaching

Letter 103 - Controlled Assessment Grades Update Year 11 & 13

TERM DATES

Spring Term 20/21

Monday 4th January - Thursday 25th March

INSET DAY - Friday 26th March

Summer Term 20/21

Monday 12th April - Tuesday 20th July

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 3rd May

Half Term - Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June

21/22 Term Dates are now published on our website.

Attachments

1. What parents need to know about REC Room
2. Hertfordshire‘s Holiday Activity Programme

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Letter-94-Year-7-Remote-Parent-Consultation-Evening.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Letter-102-Year-7-Basketball-Coaching.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Letter-103-CAG-Update-Year-11-and-13.pdf









