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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for sixth
form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com this enables

your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning.

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend.

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com

The COVID-19 pandemic forced us into making some substantial changes into the way we operate
our school.

As we start to follow the Prime Minister's 'roadmap' out of restrictions we have a golden opportunity
to look with objective eyes at some of the changes we have made and recognize that whilst we
would never want to see again the set of conditions that led to them, many have had unexpected
benefits.

So we are doing a consultation - involving staff, governors, parents and students - to gather
opinions on those things we might now want to keep and those things we wish not to retain.

In each case please read carefully the pros and cons of each decision. Please do feel free to add
additional comments if they are not already covered by the pros and cons.

Please note that whilst we are consulting on these changes now, we are still constrained by
government direction. We will not be able to end the COVID-19 imposed restrictions until we are
told we can, and realistically that might not be until September or beyond.

Please do answer this from your point of view as a parent or carer - your children are being asked
the same questions separately.

The consultation survey is here

Like me, I am sure that many of you will have been saddened by the revelations that the Everyone
Invited website has had more than 8000 testimonials from young people describing the sexual
assault, abuse and harm they have experienced in schools and univerisities across the country.
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I wanted to take this opportunity to reach out to our school and the wider community and remind
everyone that any form of harassment, mistreatment or bullying has no place in our school or in our
society.

Whether this be of a sexual, physical, racial, homophobic, transphobic or cultural bias it is hurtful,
damaging and has a significant impact on young people's lives.

For me, this is all about consent. If people want you to be part of their lives, in all of the various
different ways that you can be, then they will welcome you in and make that clear. And if they don't,
they won't!

Reading some of the testimonials I was struck by how many of them boiled down to the perpetrator
assuming consent where clearly none existed.

Growing up is difficult and challenging, we all know that, and relationships with our friends and
peers can often be one of the most complex aspects. In school, in PACE, we use a fantastic video
to help teach about consent. It is quirky and memorable, whilst not shying away from the
importance and seriousness of the message:

You might like to view it for yourself here, or watch it with your children.

Getting consent right will prevent most things from happening but we must also work together to
encourage students to speak out if someone has mistreated or harmed them in any way. Whether
it is something minor which can easily be sorted out or something very serious like a sexual assault
there are people who can and want to listen and help.

Every student has a form tutor and a head of year, most students have a teacher that they get on
well with. We have three mental health first aiders in Ms Cooper, Ms May and Ms Ford. The
following staff are Designated Safeguarding Leads, which means they have special training to deal
with even the most serious of things: Mr Jordan, Mr Hassell, Mr Heward, Ms Bradley and Ms
Bevan.

If you ever feel you cannot talk directly to someone at school then the Charity Childline operates a
fantastic service which is available 365 days a year. You can call them on 0800 1111. Alternatively
the NSPCC now have a special line for anyone who has experienced sexual harassment in a
school on 0800 136 633.  You can also email them at help@nspcc.org.uk

Nobody in our community should ever be afraid to contact the police if they know that someone is in
immediate danger of harm or that a crime is or has been committed. You can call 999 if you think
something is happening now, or 101 or use their website

I think the CEO of the NSPCC has summed things up rather well, "This is a watershed moment
thanks to those who have found the courage to speak out... ...Creating a culture that fosters healthy
relationships and challenges harassment and abuse is integral to this. With the right support for
teachers, compulsory relationships and sex education has a pivotal role to play in achieving this.
But this issue goes beyond schools and we all have a role to play in keeping children safe."

That is why we as a school are speaking out, why we are saying to you and your children that we
are here and ready to support. Why we as a school have reviewed and continue to improve our
PACE curriculum, and with your support and through consultation with you, moved increasingly
important topics earlier in the programme to challenge things before they become an issue. Why
we as a school have been working hard towards the prestigious Anna Freud Healthy Young Minds
Accreditation and towards the Stonewall Champion School Awards, and why we have just
refreshed our Equality and Diversity Action Plan setting us ourselves a challenging new set of
objectives to achieve.

The message is simple, and twofold:
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1. If you don't have consent - you don't have consent - so don't do it. Full stop.

2. If something happens to you, please talk to a member of staff, or to a parent or carer; never
suffer in silence.

Neil Hassell
Headteacher



The return of DofE!

We are extremely pleased to announce that we are now able to recommence Duke of Edinburgh
expeditions! It has actually been eighteen months since HHS students navigated their way across
the landscape and sadly, four year groups have had their programmes decimated by the pandemic.
Happily, we can now start to catch up.

The current year ten students have this week been invited to apply for places on this year’s Bronze
award scheme. Applications must be submitted to Mr Sutton no later than Friday 30th April in order
to be considered, and the expedition will take place at a date to be confirmed in July. Due to the
exceptional circumstances DofE Head Office will allow one expedition to count, rather than in
previous years where students have taken part in both a practice and a qualifying expedition.

The current year eleven students, who were all set to start Bronze last January, will be consulted as
to whether they wish to complete Bronze this summer, or abandon this level and instead take up
the option of Direct Entry Silver in year twelve. Similarly, the current year twelve students, who had
completed their Silver practice expedition, will be consulted as to whether they wish to complete
their Silver award, or abandon this level and take up the option of Direct Entry Gold in year thirteen.
For both year groups, activities they have already completed can be transferred to count for the
higher award. As for the current year thirteen students, who have already completed Silver but were
unable to take part in any Gold expeditions, they will have the option of returning to join next year’s
Gold expeditions at Easter 2022 and July 2022.

The various lockdowns have been as frustrating for the DofE staff as much for the students; my
colleagues always look forward to helping out on expeditions despite the long days and occasional
bouts of inclement weather, and I would like to publicly thank them for their support and
enthusiasm, without which we would not be able to run the award scheme. If you have any
questions or would like more information, please contact me via parentmail@hemelschool.com

David Sutton
DofE Coordinator
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Careers Information

April Parents & Carers Pack

In the April issue, they look at typical interview questions, digital T Levels, Degree apprenticeships
in the digital sector, Autism Awareness Week, Stress Awareness Month and much more.

Amazing Apprenticeships Parents Pack

Miss S Bond
Careers Coordinator

Year 9 DTP MenACWY Vaccination

Vaccination UK will be coming to school to deliver the DTP MenACWY vaccine on Monday 26th

April 2021.
An email has been sent out to all parents with the cover letter and consent form.
Please send the completed consent form to s.green@hemelschool.com by Monday 19th of April
2021.
If you have any questions please contact Vaccination UK on 01462 341 173 or email at
vaccinationhertfordshire@evguk.co.uk
Thank you

Ms N Akther
Matron

** PARKING OUTSIDE SCHOOL**

Just a reminder to parents/carers that both the Anchor Lane and Health Lane entrances are very
busy in the mornings and after school.  Please DO NOT park on the zig zag road markings, on
pavements or anywhere blocking the school gates of ours or South Hill Primary School.  We advise
that children are dropped slightly away from school to ease congestion directly in front of the school
gates.

Thank you

Headteacher R4 Certificates

Services to the School Community for….

Returning to her primary school to talk to year 6 students about the transition to
secondary school: Mia Maslen-Wollington

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-pack-april-21/


Extra Curricular Sport Timetable - Summer Term

Tuesday 20th - Friday 23rd April - Year 11 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition Practical Exams
Thursday 22nd April - Year 7 Remote Parents Consultation Evening 4.30pm - 7.00pm

Monday 26th April - Year 9 vaccinations (as above)
Monday 3rd May - BANK HOLIDAY, School Closed to all

Thursday 27th May - Year 11 GCSE Dance Practical Exam
Friday 28th May - Year 11 Last formal day of teaching

Tuesday 8th June - Year 13 Last formal day of teaching
Thursday 24th June - Year 8 HPV (2nd dose) vaccinations

Thursday 1st July - Year 6 to 7 Transition Day
Monday 19th July - School Fun Run

Gold Letters

Letter 105 - Virtual Work Experience - Healthcare (years 10-13)

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Letter-105-Virtual-Work-Experience-Healthcare.pdf


TERM DATES

Summer Term 20/21

Monday 12th April - Tuesday 20th July

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 3rd May

Half Term - Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June

21/22 Term Dates are now published on our website.

Attachments:

1. What parents and carers need to know about Snapchat
2. Bovingdon and Flaunden Tennis Club
3. STORM Basketball Camp
4. Public Health - School Nursing
5. Talking Links, Parenting courses





STORM BASKETBALL CAMP

We are thrilled to announce dates for our upcoming Academy Sessions and our May
Half Term Camp.

Our weekly skills academy sessions WILL RETURN on Wednesday 14th April 2021!!!

● These sessions will run for 7 weeks until Wednesday 26th May.
● This half term course is 7 weeks and you can sign up NOW
● The sessions will run at the Laureate Academy on Wednesday evenings at the following times;

○ Mini Basketball (SCHOOL YEARS 3-6) - 5pm-5.45pm
○ Junior Basketball (SCHOOL YEARS 7-9) - 6pm-6.45pm
○ Senior Basketball (SCHOOL YEARS 10-13) - 7pm-7.45pm

● Bookings are now open, and we must remind you that we are limited to the number of players
allowed in each session due to the current restrictions in place and once the session is sold out,
there are no more spaces, so get signed up early to secure your place!!

● Sessions cost £8 if you pay to play per week, or £6.50 per week if you sign up for the full half
term!

● Book today online - https://stormbasketball.net/weekly-skills-academy

We are also delighted to announce the dates for our MAY HALF TERM CAMPS!

Primary School Camp

● School Years 2-6
● Thursday 3rd June 2021 from 9am-4pm

Secondary School Camp

https://stormbasketball.net/weekly-skills-academy


● School Years 7-13
● Friday 4th June 2021 from 9am-4pm

Both of these camps will run at JFK School, Hemel and cost £40 for the day.

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
SIGN UP by 1st May and receive a £5 discount!!

As with our Academy sessions, we are limited on the number of players we are allowed at camps due to
restrictions, so get SIGNED UP early with the discount and secure your place on what is our first camp back
after the latest Lockdown!!!
Book today online - https://stormbasketball.net/junior-camps
If anyone has any questions or queries please do contact either Nichole Walker
(nicholewalker@stormbasketball.net) or PJ Russell (pj@russellhoops.com)

https://stormbasketball.net/junior-camps











