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Letter 90 
 

9th March 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

Year 11 Business  
 

I am writing to provide an outline timetable of the plan for the rest of the school year for Business including 
details on how we intend to enable the students to complete the Synoptic Project. 
 

Whilst the formal exam element of the course has been cancelled, owing to the disruption caused by the 
Covid 19 pandemic, by completing the Synoptic Project it will enable us to have a clearer understanding of 
a student’s progress in this subject. 
 

Under ‘normal’ conditions, the external exam element of the course represents 40% of the final grade 
awarded with the Synoptic Project representing the other 60% of a student's final grade.  The Synoptic 
Project is used to pull together all of the core elements of the course and apply them to a business 
scenario. 
 

NCFE (the awarding organisation for Business) have confirmed that the qualification that our students are 
following (NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise) will be subject to Teacher 
Assessed Grades (TAGs) this year in line with GCSEs and A Levels.  
 

The Government, via Ofqual and NCFE, have yet to provide a detailed framework on what will be expected 
of learners to enable centres to provide TAGs.  A consultation is currently underway with an announcement 
from NCFE expected at the beginning of April. 
 

In the meantime, with year 11, we will continue to teach the content of the course with a view to starting the 
Synoptic Project post-Easter break assuming all course content has been covered. 
 

The project is clearly set out in a project brief which details the scenario around which the tasks need to be 
completed.  Students are also required to complete a learning log showing how they have approached their 
work and what resources have been used.  As staff, we are unable to help a student complete the tasks but 
students are able to use their business notes and the internet.  It is important that all work submitted is a 
student's own. 
 

The majority of the project work will take place in lessons but students are able to devote some time outside 
of school to completing their work. 
 

The Synoptic Project provides an excellent opportunity for all Business students to show their knowledge to 
support us as staff when we are deciding on TAGs.  Further guidance will be sent home in due course 
detailing the process for providing TAGs across the subject range. 
 

Having recently joined HHS I am keen to share with you how impressed I have been by the engagement 
and commitment that I have seen from the two year 11 classes that I teach.  This positive approach by the 
students bodes well for a successful completion of the Synoptic Project. 
 

If you have any questions regarding the Synoptic Project please do get in touch.  
 

Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr J Essex 
Head of Business            
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