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Letter 81 

 
11th February 2021 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 

Year 11 students studying the NCFE Business Course 
 
I am writing to provide you with an update regarding the Business course and, more specifically, the plan 
for enabling the students to complete the synoptic project work. 
 
As you may be aware the NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise is assessed in two 
parts.   
 
Part one of the assessment, worth 40% of the overall grade, is the externally assessed examination which 
takes place in November of year 11 and in March of Year 11 (students can sit the exam on either of these 
occasions or on both in an attempt to improve their score).  Of the current year 11 cohort studying Business 
at HHS around 40% sat the examination in November and the results of that exam were recently sent to 
students.  The March exam is now not taking place as a result of the government's decision to cancel 
formal exams owing to the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
The second part of the assessment is the final Synoptic Project, worth 60% of the final grade.  In a 'normal' 
year this would take place in school, supervised with a time limit of 21 hours.  The aim of the project is to 
draw together all of the knowledge learnt by the students over the two years in a project based around a 
brief provided by the exam board. 
 
The Synoptic Project will still run this year but with some major modifications to account for the pandemic 
and the current lockdown.  Students will now be able to work on the project at home and will not be bound 
by the 21 hour time limit.  The brief of the project remains the same and students will be asked to complete 
a learning log showing the approximate number of hours that they have put into the project. 
 
We will guide the students through the project and provide them with examples of previous projects which 
help to show the level of work required to achieve the various grade outcomes (Level 1 Pass, Merit, 
Distinction, Distinction* and Level 2 Pass, Merit, Distinction, Distinction*).  We will also break the project 
down into tasks with deadlines ensuring that students aren't overwhelmed. 
 
I feel that the modifications made by the exam board are fair and reasonable and will give the students 
every chance of being successful. 
 
The government is yet to announce how schools will determine the final grades of year 11 students this 
year but the information above regarding the Synoptic Project is a positive step forward in providing some 
clarity to all concerned. 
 
We will look to begin the synoptic project shortly into the next half-term and I will communicate with all 
stakeholders then regarding a firm plan for completing this assessment. 
 
I wish you a restful half term break. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Mr J Essex 
Head of Business            
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