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Letter 73 
 

19th January 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

KS5 Learning 
 
In these uncertain times, the Maths department is very much concerned about the efficacy of remote                
learning and the best way to proceed to ensure your child makes as much progress as possible, thereby                  
giving us as much evidence as possible to assess their attainment and in the case of Year 13, award them                    
the grade that they would have been capable of achieving. 
 
The assumption should be that lessons will always take place and homework will be set, and that students                  
will attend and complete the work to the best of their ability. However, we are aware that sometimes more                   
support is necessary, for some students, at some point. We feel as a department that the most effective                  
way of doing this is for the pupils to take more responsibility for their learning and be more proactive in their                     
pursuance of success. 
 
Therefore, with this in mind we would like to suggest the following: 
 

● All lessons will be attended unless there is a reasonable excuse. 
● All set work will be completed to the best of their ability (even if the lesson has been missed); it will 

be set on SMHW or Google Classroom. 
● When misunderstanding occurs and online/textbook help has not been productive, peers have not 

been able to help, any difficulties or questions should be highlighted explicitly to the appropriate 
teacher (with specific problems communicated) and then some form of remedial exercise should be 
organised with that member of staff e.g. it could be solved with an email, an alternative resource 
may be available or, if needed, arranging a personal google meet. 

 
In summary: BRAIN; BOOK; BUDDY; BOSS 
 
To link this with our school ethos they should: Respect that teachers are doing their best to support                  
students, but it is not always easy to know or assess a student’s understanding or needs when they are not                    
there in front of you; Relationships with your teachers are very important at all times but right now a polite                    
email requesting assistance is a must; Responsibility for their own learning is key, teachers are not mind                 
readers, just ask for help; Reflection on attainment and performance will help identify exactly what support                
is needed; Resilience – speaks for itself; do not give up, you can do anything if you put your mind to it and it                        
is our job to facilitate that. 
 
We hope that this all makes sense and that you agree with the basic principles outlined; teaching is a                   
vocation and all we want to do is to ensure your children become proficient mathematicians and achieve the                  
success that we know they are capable of, but we need your help to achieve this goal.  
 
These are the expectations and we think they are sensible and achievable but please do not hesitate to                  
contact me for any further information or clarification you may need. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Tim Richardson 
Head KS5 Maths 
t.richardson@hemelschool.com 
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