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Letter 71 
 

14th January 2021 
 
Dear Students, Parents and Carers,  
 

Trial examinations and summer examinations for Years 11 and 13 
 
Firstly I would like to thank you for your patience over the last week while we work to ensure we plan and 
communicate the most accurate information we can.  Whilst there has been continued media speculation 
around "what happens next", some of it has continued to be unhelpful.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to communicate clearly with you our plans for the next few months and 
how this will impact you as students and parents.  
 
In a letter yesterday to Simon Lebus, Chief Regulator of Ofqual, Gavin Williamson, Secretary of State for 
Education made the following issues clear: 
 

 Alternative arrangements for GCSE, AS and A Levels this summer should involve the awarding of 
grades based on teacher assessment, the so called Centre Assessed Grades or CAGs; 

 Grades issued will be submitted as late in the academic year as possible to maximise the remaining 
teaching time; 

 A breadth of evidence should inform teachers’ judgements, not just one trial exam, one essay or one 
assessment; 

 The possibility of using externally set tasks or papers will be explored as a method of supporting a 
teacher’s assessment of a student, some media outlets have referred to these as “mini exams”. 
 

Whilst much of this will still be subject to a consultation period and no formal decisions will be 
communicated to us until at least the first week in February, we must ensure that teachers are able to start 
to gather the evidence that may be required of them to assess and make judgements for student 
outcomes.   
 
The scheduled trial examinations that were due to start on 25th January will now take place for all 
Year 11 and Year 13 students starting on Monday 1st March 2021. 
 
 Our decision to continue with our scheduled trial examinations is because: 
 

 We know they are a tried and tested way of assessing students’ progress and attainment.  They are 
one of the best tools that we have to check student progress, diagnose areas for development and 
close gaps in knowledge and skill. 

 It is highly likely that we will need the information as part of the evidence base for Centre Assessed 
Grades that will be submitted on your behalf. 

 Delaying these trial examinations gives students adequate time to prepare and also gives us the 
option of running them onsite should school reopen to students after half term.  

 If we are in a position where school remains closed after half term, we have adequate time to 
prepare for these trial examinations to take place remotely.  
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Each trial exam will mirror previous papers as much as possible - ensuring that students continue to use the 
exam skills they have already learned and practised.  Trial exam papers will only contain content that has 
been learned throughout your programme of study so far.  

 
Teaching staff will use the appropriate and corresponding mark scheme and will also undergo a process of 
moderation and comparison of marking to ensure consistency across classes and subject areas.  
 
In the event that school is open after half term all trial examinations will be sat in the Sports Hall, unless a 
student has Access Arrangements.  
 
In the event that school remains closed to students, for example, if the government extends the National 
Lockdown, the trial examinations will be held remotely and completed online.  Further information about 
online trial examination arrangements will be sent to you in due course.   Much planning has gone into how 
these can be done safely, fairly, securely and with access arrangements; but we all need to recognise that 
this will be an imperfect solution forced upon us by the COVID pandemic and will have its limitations. 
 
We will continue to wait for formal guidance from the Department of Education and Ofqual but in the 
meantime it is business as usual for us and staff and for you as students.  
 
Examinations do not define who you are but are just one piece of the puzzle that teachers can use to form 
their judgements this summer.  It is very important to us as educators that we ensure that all of our students 
continue to be engaged in their learning.  Our business is learning, not taking exams and I would urge all of 
our students to remember the reason why they chose their GCSE or A Level courses two years ago; it was 
not to take an exam, it was to learn more about the subjects that interested you.  Please continue to do that 
now.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

 

 
Miss Eleanor Bevan 
Assistant Headteacher 
 
            
 


