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Letter 67 
 

13th January 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

Year 9 Options 2021-23 
 
As stated in the school newsletter at the end of last year, the start of the Spring Term is when we organise 
Year 10 and 11 Options for students currently in Year 9.  Current circumstances cannot alter this, and we 
will still need to go through the process to ensure we have all the class information required for planning 
next academic year.  The guidance on how you and your child need to go about selecting their options 
choices for GCSE will be sent out to you on Monday 18th January.  Please look out for this launch event, 
both in your email inboxes and on the school website.  Some of this information, including the login details 
to register the choices, will be emailed directly to student’s school email addresses, and they should be 
encouraged to check these on a very regular basis.  Explanatory information will also be available via the 
school website.  To access this click on the ‘How We Teach’ option on the home page banner, then choose 
‘Year 9 Options’ from the menu. 
 
During this process we usually encourage students to independently approach their teachers if they have 
any queries or concerns about specific subjects, but the opportunity for these interactions is obviously now 
greatly reduced.  Due to this, and the importance of students selecting the right subjects for them, we have 
taken the decision to change the Year 9 Parents Consultation Evening on Thursday 4th February to a Year 
9 Options Evening.  This will allow you to make appointments with the appropriate teachers to exclusively 
discuss your child’s suitability for that subject.  You will have received the subject information two weeks 
previously, which will take the format of both an Options Booklet and a video produced by each subject.  
The booklet is common to the Options process, and the videos are in place of the Options Evening which 
takes place each year, ensuring you will receive the same information as students who have gone through 
this process in previous years.  I will also produce two other videos; one, directed at students to aid 
understanding and guidance through the process, will be emailed out to them, the other directed at parents 
and carers will be available via the school website. 
 
The deadline for registering, and inputting options choices online is Thursday 11th February.  Detailed 
guidance on how to do this is available in the Options Booklet. 
 
If you need any support with the information stated here, or given out at any point during GCSE Option 
selection, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s form tutor, Ms Barden (Head of Year 9), or myself. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mr L Smith 
(Director of Learning: Year 9) 
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