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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for 
sixth form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com 

this enables your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning. 

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend. 

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com 

 

I owe a huge thank you to all of the parents and carers who completed our remote education 
survey for us.  The clarity of your feedback always helps us to improve what we do for your 
children. 
 
I promised that I would share with you the results of the feedback you gave us and some of the 
actions we will now take as a result. 
Timetable lesson delivery: 

● 94% of parents confirmed that their children are attending five online lessons per day as               
required. 

○ Of these 9% said this was too much work 

■ of those when the expectation of five periods, plus weekly tutor time, plus the              
normal homework amount for their year group was clarified: 

● 73% then agreed that their child was doing what was expected 

● 23% said that it was still too much 

● 4% said that it was actually too little 

○ Of those 5% said this was too little work 

■ and they were automatically directed by the survey to additional stretch and            
challenge work including: Oak Academy, GCSE Bitesize, GCSE Pod, Khan          
Academy and reading via Project Gutenberg 

● 6% said that their children were not accessing 5 online lessons per day: 

○ Of these half of them said that this was due to a lesson not happening: 

■ We will adapt the way we report a teacher absence due to illness to parents               
and clarify for colleagues what cover is required. 

○ Of these just under one quarter said it was because they had an access issue such                
as: poor internet, faulty computer or sharing computer with others. 
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■ Details passed on to Mr Jordan for a solution to be found using school IT               
support 

○ Of these just over one quarter of them said that another reason had prevented their               
child joining a lesson the most typical being: disengagement, lack of motivation or             
no-one to supervise them 

■ Details passed to Ms Bevan to be triaged for support via either Heads of Year               
or Heads of Faculty where appropriate. 

● Pastoral support: 

 
The actions we will now take: 
 

1. We will adapt the way we report a teacher absence due to illness to parents and clarify for colleagues                   
what cover is required. Then if a lesson cannot take place, for genuine reasons such as staff illness                  
or family emergency, parents will know, because unlike in the classroom we are not able to provide a                  
cover teacher.  Independent work will still be set. 

2. Everyone who shared concerns in the survey that their child was doing too much work or is struggling                  
to keep up will be contacted by either a senior leader, a head of year, or a form tutor depending on                     
who is best placed to support. We have already been making supporting phone calls, for this and                 
many other reasons, to around one quarter of the school, over 300 calls each week. 

3. Everyone who shared a concern about accessing online lessons due to connectivity problems, old              
computers, shared computers, or lack of WIFI will be contacted directly to provide support and               
equipment. We are already providing chromebooks and in some cases 4G WIFI to around 80               
families.  Another twenty families have equipment on order for delivery soon. 

4. We will find ways to encourage more students to take part in the House Competitions as we feel                  
these are a really important social activity which you told us helped so many of you in the first                   
lockdown. 

5. We will pass on all your positive messages and praise to our colleagues. 



Thank you for all the questions and comments - we have complied them here with answers and suggestions: 

Question / Comment Answer 

The school should make students turn their 
cameras on. 

We cannot.  The Google Meets system does not 
allow us to control students' cameras.  It is up to 
students to respond to the encouragement of their 
teachers and parents to do so. 

Sometimes a teacher ends the Google Meet and 
leaves the students to work alone. 

Yes, this is practice we have developed to 
encourage independent learning.  In a classroom 
the teacher would set students a task and then 
supervise them, but would not be actively helping 
them as the aim of the task is to see what they can 
produce independently. 

Teachers seem to be able to see what my child is 
writing! 

Yes, our teachers use some innovative apps which 
allow students to write on electronic whiteboards or 
use shared documents so that the teacher can see 
all of the students work. 

Sometime the work is not set by the teachers, but is 
from the BBC or Oak Academy 

Yes, we encourage colleagues, where appropriate, 
to use resources from all different sources, just as 
they would do in the classroom. 

The students should be back in school. We, like all schools, have to follow government 
guidance and instruction.  We have been told to 
teach remotely whilst the country is in national 
lockdown.  How and when we reopen is in the 
hands of the Department for Education, but they 
have assured us that they will give schools and 
parents two weeks' notice of their plans.  We know 
that remote education will continue until at least the 
8th March. 

We do not know enough about year 11 and year 13 
examinations this summer 

Agreed! Neither do we!  OfQual is currently doing 
its consultation.  They will probably publish their 
plan in mid to late  February.  As soon as we know, 
we will of course let you know.  In the meantime the 
message to every student in every year group is the 
same “keep working as you normally would”. 

Teachers cannot take books in and mark them True, but we are using a huge number of other 
ways to assess.  Teachers are using online 
quizzes, surveys, essays on google documents, 
apps, websites and many other tools to regularly 
assess your children and give them feedback. 

Children need a break from the screens We agree.  Each student has two lessons then an 
hour break.  Younger students then have a lesson, 
an hours break and then two more lessons.  The 
older ones get two more lessons, then an hour 
break, then a final lesson.  Once a week, but no 
more, in the morning break they will have a 20 
minute form time meet.  We would strongly 
encourage that in these two hours worth of break 
each day, they get some fresh air and take some 
light exercise. 



 

Together we continue to do the very best that we can for your children, because just like you, we care for                     
them deeply and do not want their futures to be less bright because of this pandemic. Thank you for all your                     
support and all the hard work you are doing supporting them at home and making sure that they are up,                    
dressed, washed, fed and ready to learn in the mornings. 

 
Neil Hassell 
Headteacher 
 
 
 

My children are missing their friends and 
socialisation 

Socialisation is a really important part of school life. 
Parents and carers can try to keep it going by: 
making sure they join the form tutor meets, 
arranging online meet ups with their friends, joining 
scouts/cadets/guides etc who are still meeting 
online and spending quality time together as family 
- like having meals together. 

My children are really stressed The lockdown affects everyone differently but it is 
fair to say that everyone is finding it stressful.  So 
the first thing to recognise is that they are not alone 
and that there is some great advice and support 
here:  Good mental health and resilience 

I cannot supervise my child all the time, how do I 
know they are working? 

A lot of this has to be about trust and relationships. 
Talk honestly to your children, set your expectations 
and explain why it is important to you,  for them and 
their futures.  Ask about, identify and then remove 
any barriers or distractions.  Love and boundaries in 
equal measures works best - for example: “To stop 
you getting distracted we are going to remove your 
guitar/PS4/skateboard from your room during the 
day, but as a reward at the end of the day you can 
play/game/skate for an hour and if you work really 
hard this half term maybe we will get you a new 
pedal/game/day at the XC”. 

My child is entitled to free school meals For the first three weeks of the lockdown we 
provided weekly food parcels which contained not 
only food for five lunches but also breakfast.  Mr 
Shaw has covered over 700 miles delivering these, 
chromebooks and other resources to families. From 
this week we are now operating the national 
Edenred voucher scheme as we did in the first 
lockdown.  If you have specific questions about this 
please contact j.avey@hemelschool.com 

How do I know how well my child is doing? We are doing all of our usual tracking and 
monitoring.  At Easter you will get a progress report, 
just as you did at Christmas.  In addition, during 
lockdown if we are concerned we are phoning direct 
- so you will be contacted. 

I have a specific problem, not covered here. Email parentmail@hemelschool.com giving as 
much detail as possible and we will make sure that 
the best placed person to help gets in touch. 
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Curtain Up? (3) 
 
Our third selection of highlights from recent school musicals includes excerpts from 

● the Sharks and Jets gangs gathering for a 'rumble' (Tonight) from West Side Story; 
● two scenes from Beauty and the Beast: Belle's father meeting the strange looking domestic staff in 

the enchanted castle, and Belle giving Gaston the cold shoulder 
● two songs from Oliver!: the very jolly I'd do Anything and the climax of Joanna Toms' wonderfully 

moving performance of As long as he needs me. 

Click this link to watch: Musicals (3) 
If you missed last week's click this link:  Musicals (2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science Homework Club  

Thank you to everyone in Year 7 who has already sent in photos of their Rainbows. They are really                   
amazing.  Well done!  Come on Year 8s I want to see some pictures of lava lamps too! 
 
I realise that it is not always easy to get old or specific items for these challenges or to find time to fit them in                          

with all the other fantastic work you are doing. I am therefore extending the deadline to half term (Feb 12th)                    
so that you all have time to have a go.  All the details are on SMHW. 
Please send your photos to Scienceclub@hemelschool.com  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/HoMM3-achZk
https://youtu.be/6viiHpc9US4
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Year 9 Virtual Options Evening - Thursday 4th February 4.30pm - 7.00pm  

Year 11 & 13 Trial Exams - Starting Monday 1st March 
 
 

Gold Letters 
Letter 77 - Postponement of the Iceland Trip 

 

 

TERM DATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Term 20/21 

Monday 4th January - Friday 26th March 

Half Term - Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 

INSET DAY - Thursday 13th March  

 

Summer Term 20/21 

Monday 12th April - Tuesday 20th July  

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 3rd May 

Half Term - Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June  

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter-77-Postponement-of-Iceland-Trip.pdf


Academic Year 2021/22 

TERM DATES 

 

* 2 INSET Days still to be allocated 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 21/22 

Wednesday 1st September - Tuesday 21st December 2021 

INSET DAY - Wednesday 1st September (School Closed to all students) 

Thursday 2nd September - Year 7 and Year 12 only  

Friday 3rd September - Term Starts for all students  

HALF TERM - Monday 25th - Friday 29th October 2021 

Occasional Day - Friday 26th November 

 

Spring Term 21/22 

Wednesday 5th January - Friday 1st April 2022 

HALF TERM - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February 

 

Summer Term 21/22 

Tuesday 19th April - Wednesday 20th July 2022 

BANK HOLIDAY - Monday 2nd May 

HALF TERM - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June  



 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

1. What parents and Carers need to know about wechat 
2. Candles by Fay - Student fundraising for their trip to Camps International 
3. DSPL Parents/Carers Communication  

 



 

 



 



















 

 


